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Analysis and Examination of Textual Criticism and Quran
Manuscripts from the Perspective of Keith Small *

Abbas Karimi ' and Mohammad Javad Eskandarlou ? and Muhammad I egenhausen *

Absrat

The Enlightenment era and the emergence of the historical-critical approach to the
Bible, along with the study of textual variations in the Old and New Testaments, provided
a foundation for Orientalists in the 19th and 20th centuries to extend this perspective to
the Quran and introduce their critical approach as a novel process. This process began
with source criticism, evolved into textual criticism, progressed to form criticism, and
eventually developed into redaction criticism. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method, examines the textual criticism of Quranic manuscripts from the
perspective of Keith Small in his book Textual Criticism and Quran Manuscripts. The
primary objective is to explore Small’s viewpoints and identify existing gaps in this field.
Small, by analyzing aspects such as orthographic variations in early manuscripts, scribal
errors, differences in diacritical markings, verse divisions, and the relationship between
manuscripts and the texts recorded in Islamic literature, presents a significant evaluation
of the early textual history of the Quran and its complex challenges. While Small’s
research benefits from precise methodology, reliance on primary sources, systematic
classification of textual variations, and attention to the interaction between oral and
written traditions, it faces several issues, including methodological bias, a lack of
comprehensive textual and linguistic understanding of the Quran, neglect of oral tradition,
disregard for tawatur (mass transmission), inattention to gira’at (recitation variants), and
a limited focus on the historical context of Quranic manuscripts. These shortcomings,
despite his extensive efforts, may render his objectives in the textual criticism of Quranic
manuscripts insufficient or incomplete.
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Descriptions and Pictures of the Manuscripts 27

Table 2.1
Manuscript Date- Script Manuscript Manuscript Orthographic Verse

Style Orientation” Material Features’ markers"
Istanbul ” Tiem SE 54 ! HIH) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv, cd 1,5,10
Topkapi " BILCIZ(K) Horizontal Parchment sd,nsv 1.5.10
01-28.1 ! B la (K) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv 1,5,10
01-29.1 ! H I (H) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv 1
01-20.x ! A/B la (K) Horizontal Parchment nd, nsv 10
Or. 2165 ! H Il (H) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv 1, 10
SamK n BI/CI? (K) Horizontal Parchment fd, nsv 1,10
BNF 325a n B Ib (K) Horizontal Parchment nd, cd 1,5,10
BNF 326a n H I (FH) Horizontal Parchment sd, nsv 1,10
BNF 328a ! HI1 (H) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv 1,5,10
BNF 330a " H 1l H) Horizontal Parchment sd, nsv 1,10
BNF 331 n B la (K) Vertical Parchment sd, nsv 1,10
BNF 332 " C (K Vertical Parchment fd, nsv 1.10
BNF 333c¢ m C 1K Horizontal Parchment fd, cd 10
BNF 334c¢ m H IV (H) Horizontal Parchment sd, cd 1,5,10
BNF 340c¢ m B Il (K) Horizontal Parchment fd, cd 1.5, 10
BNF 343 v D c (K) Horizontal Parchment sd, cd 10
BNF370a w C (K Horizontal Parchment fd, cd 10
Meknes m B Il (K) Horizontal Parchment sd, cd 1,510
Or. 12884 v NS P (K) Vertical Paper v 1,5,10
Sharif X1 Naskh Vertical Paper v 1,10
Warsh XV  Maehribi Vertical Papber fv 1.10
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