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Typology A look at an article ""Divine Names and Descriptions™ in the
Encyclopaedia of Qur'an(Leiden)Qur'an

Mohammad Tagi Fazili *

Abstract

Leadership issues deal with the human psyche. The present article is a
review of the article "Divine Names and Attributes" by Gerhard Bowering in
the Leiden Qur'an Encyclopedia. In this article, Bowering considered the
knowledge of the Prophet (PBUH) about God, the Exalted, as a religious
experience of that Prophet. The anthropomorphic images of God in the Qur'an is
one of Bowering's other topics regarding the names and attributes of God,
which has been raised in line with the anthropomorphic view of some Sunni
schools and the view of Christian thinkers. God's possession of some attributes
that are considered a kind of defect and weakness. It is one of the other topics

that Bowering raised in this article.

Based on this, the question of Bowering's approach regarding the names
and attributes of God in the Qur'an is still in front of us. Examining Bowering's
point of view in this article, on the one hand, shows that he follows a lot in
some Islamic sources, but on the other hand, it shows that the author suffers
from presenting information due to the interference of presuppositions and
alignment with the opinions of other orientalists, as well as the lack of access to
authentic Islamic sources. It has become imprecise compared to the views of the
Muslim thinkers about the names and attributes of God. Understanding the main
problems of the article and answering them is what this research deals with. In
this research, an attempt has been made to answer the main question by using an
analytical method. The findings show that the article "Divine Names and
Attributes in the Qur'an" contains advantages and limitations that can be

considered one of the author's useful studies with proper criticism.

Keyword: anthropomorphic image, prophet's experiential knowledge of
God, application of secular attributes to God in the Qur'an, Gerhard Bauring.
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