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This article critically examines the Qur’anic views presented by
Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi in his book The Qur’an and its
Historians. In this work, Amir-Moezzi employs a historical-
critical approach to analyze the Qur’an and its formation,
utilizing modern methods of Qur’anic studies to re-read its
history and textual developments. The aim of this study is to
analyze and critique his views on the historicity of the Qur’an,
its textual evolution, and its relationship with history. The
research emtﬁloys an analytical-critical method, first closely
examining the arguments put forth in The Qur'an and its
Historians, then evaluating them with reference to authoritative
Islamic and non-Islamic sources — including classical
commentaries, works of contemporary Qur’anic scholars, and
historical investigations. Additionally, it compares Amir-
Moezzi’s perspectives with those of other contemporary
Qur’anic researchers such as Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Patricia
Crone, and Montgomery Watt. The findings indicate that while
Amir-Moezzi successfully reconsiders the history of the Qur’an
through historical-critical methods, some of his arguments
regarding its historicity and textual transformations require
reconsideration, as they do not fully align with historical and
exegetical evidence. Although his innovative approach is
noteworthy, in certain cases it markedly diverges from early
Islamic sources and traditional views. Ultimately, this study
emphasizes that although The Qur'an and its Historians is a
valuable work in the field of modern Qur’anic studies, some of
its claims warrant critical scrutiny and revision. The article
suggests that to achieve a deeper understanding of the Qur’an’s
history and its developments, a combination of traditional and
modern methods should be employed, and that Amir-Moezzi’s
views be examined comparatively alongside other
contemporary research.
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Problem Statement

The study of the Quran as the sacred text of Islam has always been at the
center of religious and historical research. In contemporary times, with the
emergence of new historical-critical methods in religious studies, Quranic
scholarship has also witnessed significant transformations. Mohammad Ali
Amir-Moezzi is one of the contemporary researchers who, in his book “The
Quran and Historians,” has revisited the Quran and its formation process by
employing modern historical-critical methods. In this work, he attempts to
analyze the changes in the text of the Quran within its historical context and
examines the relationship of the Quran with the history and culture of the era
of revelation. While this approach has some innovative and intriguing aspects,
it also raises numerous questions and challenges.

Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi is a prominent Iranian scholar in Islamic
studies, specializing in the history and texts of the Quran, Shiite history, and
religious studies. Throughout his educational and teaching career at
prestigious universities and research institutions in France and other European
countries, he has played a crucial role in expanding scientific and historical
studies on Islam and the Quran. He is particularly known for his work in the
historical analysis of the Quran and Islamic traditions. One of his significant
works in this field is “Le Coran des historiens,” in which he has collaborated
as an editor. He has sought to research various aspects of Islamic history and
Quranic interpretation using scientific and critical methods. Amir-Moezzi has
also authored numerous works on the history of Shiism and its relationship
with Islamic historiography and is considered a key figure in bridging Islamic
studies with historical-critical methods.

The book “The Quran and Historians” (Le Coran des historiens), written
by Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi and Guillaume Dye, is a two-volume
scholarly work published in 2019 by Editions du Cerf. The first volume
consists of approximately 650 pages, while the second volume has about 700
pages. This work addresses the Quran from a critical and historical
perspective, focusing on its roots, transmission, and transformations through
historical and literary analysis.

Objective

The aim of this research is to analyze and critique Amir-Moezzi's
viewpoints in areas such as the historicity of the Quran, transformations in the
text of the Quran, and the relationship of the Quran with history.
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Research Method

This research is conducted using an analytical-critical method. First, Amir-
Moezzi's views in the book “The Quran and Historians” are carefully
examined, and then critiqued and evaluated using credible Islamic and non-
Islamic sources, including traditional exegeses, works by contemporary Quran
scholars, and historical studies. Additionally, a comparison is made between
Amir-Moezzi's views and those of other contemporary Quran scholars such as
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Patricia Crone, and Montgomery Watt.

Findings and Conclusion

In his book, Amir-Moezzi reinterprets the history of the Quran through
historical-critical methods. However, some of his arguments regarding the
historicity of the Quran and transformations of its text need re-evaluation and
are not consistent with historical and exegetical evidence. While Amir-
Moezzi’s approach to the Quran is innovative and intriguing in many aspects,
it occasionally suffers from a lack of alignment with primary Islamic sources
and traditional perspectives. A comparison of Amir-Moezzi’s views with those
of other Quran scholars shows that while he may share some views with
Western researchers in certain areas, there are also significant differences in
other respects. This research indicates that while “The Quran and Historians”
is a valuable work in the field of modern Quran studies, some of its claims
require critical examination and re-evaluation. Ultimately, the study reveals
that although Amir-Moezzi's historical-critical approach has innovative
aspects, it faces significant challenges in aligning with traditional Islamic
sources and adhering to precise methodologies. These critiques underscore the
necessity for a more thorough and comprehensive examination of Amir-
Moezzi's views.
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