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Objective: This study aims to explore the political and
social dimensions of enemy recognition based on Qur’anic
teachings and the thoughts of Imam Khamenei. The
significance of this research lies in the fact that enemy
recognition is not merely a theoretical concept but a
practical necessity for preserving religious identity, political
independence, and social cohesion in Islamic societies.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method using library sources. Data were collected from the
Qur’an, authoritative exegetical works, and the speeches
and writings of Imam Khamenei concerning enemy
recognition, and were analyzed through content analysis.

Results: Findings reveal that the Qur’an provides a
comprehensive framework for enemy recognition,
classifying enemies into two main categories: overt (such
as disbelievers, polytheists, and hypocrites) and covert
(such as internal hypocrisy, moral weaknesses, and
cultural infiltration). Imam Khamenei’s views, inspired by
the Qur’an and historical experience, confirm and expand
upon this framework. According to him, the most
dangerous internal threats include hypocrisy, weakening of
national spirit, and cultural-economic dependency, while
external enemies use tools such as economic sanctions,
soft warfare, and cultural invasion to undermine Islamic
societies. Both the Qur’an and Imam Khamenei emphasize
counter-strategies such as strengthening faith, fostering
social unity, raising public awareness, enhancing
defensive capacity, resisting soft war, and promoting
economic self-reliance.

Conclusion: The study concludes that establishing a
comprehensive system of enemy recognition in Islamic
societies is essential, grounded in Qur’anic principles while
enriched with strategic contemporary analysis. Enemy
recognition thus emerges not only as a religious duty but also
as a vital re?uirement for safeguarding independence,
security, and cultural identity in the modern world.
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Introduction

In today’s world, political and social phenomena are heavily influenced by
internal and external forces and threats, making accurate recognition of these
threats vital for maintaining national integrity, cultural identity, and societal
security. In this context, enemy studies serves as an analytical framework,
playing a key role in explaining and predicting threatening behaviors. On one
hand, scientific analysis of enemy studies can lay the groundwork for
formulating strategic policies in addressing real and structural threats, and on
the other hand, it provides the necessary environment for social cohesion and
defense of fundamental values and principles of society. Enemy analysis in
political and social studies is presented as a tool for identifying and explaining
internal and external threatening factors in society. A precise analysis of this
phenomenon enables the prediction of trends in conflict and political tensions,
assisting policymakers in developing appropriate defensive strategies and
responses. Furthermore, at the social level, enemy studies leads to identifying
the causes and factors that create discord and division among various
segments of society. Thus, accurate knowledge of the enemy and countering
strategies can foster unity, social cohesion, and sustainable development. The
Holy Quran, with its ethical and social approach, has long been regarded as
an inspiring source for analyzing social phenomena. The Quran not only
explores concepts related to enmity but also provides practical guidance for
confronting moral and social threats through directives based on piety, unity,
and solidarity. In this regard, utilizing Quranic thoughts can serve as a novel
approach in analyzing political and social issues—an approach that
emphasizes ethical values and creates an operational space for formulating
intelligent strategies to confront enemies. Imam Khamenei, as one of the most
prominent contemporary Islamic thinkers, presents a comprehensive and
multidimensional perspective on enemy studies. In his analysis of the enemy,
he addresses not only religious and ethical aspects but also draws on historical
experiences and strategic approaches in defensive policies. His views on
internal and external enemies, as well as cultural and economic threats,
provide a practical and theoretical framework for identifying threats and
formulating countermeasures. The position of this thinker among Islamic
scholars stems from the unique combination of Quranic ideas with
contemporary strategic analyses, which can serve as a new model for

confronting enmity phenomena at both national and international levels.
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Objective

A precise examination of enemy studies from the Quranic perspective and
the thoughts of Imam Khamenei lays the groundwork for presenting strategic
and practical solutions to political and social threats. This research aims to
clarify the various dimensions of enemy studies by combining religious
viewpoints with contemporary analyses and to offer scientific suggestions for
countering the enemy in different contexts.

Research Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library
sources to explore the Quranic thoughts of Imam Khamenei in identifying and
confronting internal and external enemies.

Findings

The findings indicate that examining the various dimensions of enemy
studies from the perspective of the Holy Quran and the thoughts of Imam
Khamenei shows that enemy studies is not only a theoretical concept but also
a practical and strategic necessity for Islamic societies. The research findings
reveal that the Holy Quran, as the primary knowledge source for Muslims,
provides a comprehensive framework for recognizing internal and external
enemies. From a Quranic perspective, enemies can be categorized into two
groups: overt enemies (such as disbelievers, polytheists, and hypocrites) and
hidden enemies (such as hypocrisy, moral weaknesses, and cultural
infiltration). This categorization is emphasized not only in the verses of the
Quran but also in the thoughts of Imam Khamenei. The Supreme Leader
believes that enemy studies without a deep understanding of the infiltration
and aggressive methods of enemies is not feasible. From his viewpoint,
internal enemies, particularly hypocrisy, a weakened national spirit, and
cultural and economic dependency, pose some of the most dangerous threats
to Islamic societies. Conversely, external enemies seek to undermine the
religious identity and independence of Islamic societies through tools such as
economic sanctions, soft warfare, and cultural invasions. The
countermeasures against the enemy, both in the Holy Quran and in the
statements of the Supreme Leader, are based on strengthening faith, social
unity, raising awareness, enhancing defensive capabilities, confronting soft
warfare, and achieving economic self-sufficiency. These measures are
proposed not only as religious recommendations but also as practical
strategies for resisting internal and external threats.
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Conclusion

The ultimate result of this research emphasizes the necessity of
establishing a comprehensive enemy studies system in Islamic societies based
on Quranic teachings and strategic analyses. Recognizing enemies, analyzing
their methods, and providing practical countermeasures are among the
fundamental responsibilities of intellectual elites and political and social
decision-makers. This research also suggests that future investigations in this
area can deepen the understanding of effective ways to confront emerging
threats by emphasizing comparative analyses between Quranic enemy studies
and contemporary soft warfare strategies. Therefore, enemy studies is not only
a religious matter but a necessity for preserving the independence and cultural
and social identity of Islamic societies, which must be continually and
scientifically examined and reviewed.
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