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Review and Evaluation of the Third and Fourth
Generations of Writing Skill Tests in the Islamic
Language and Education Center (Al-Mustafa

International University)*
Seyyed Hossein Razavian !
Faculty Members of the Faculty of Humanities, Semnan University, Semnan Iran.
Hamed Tahmaseb 2
Masters degree in Teaching Persian to Non-Persian Speakers, Semnan University, Iran.

Abstract

Scientific and research review of resources, educational programs, and tests
of Persian language centers, including the Al-Mustafa International
University, contributes to the further growth and expansion of the Persian
language throughout the world. Writing skills are one of the most important
language skills for students who are learning the language for academic
purposes; accordingly, its assessment is also one of the fundamental pillars of
the language education system with specific academic purposes, and a large
part of the efficiency of educational centers depends on the use of valid
assessment methods. The present study attempts to examine the third and
fourth generations of writing skill tests in the Al-Mustafa International
University using important principles and theories of assessment and writing
skill tests with a descriptive-analytical method. The Al-Mustafa International
University, with a history of about forty years in Persian language teaching,
has five generations of educational texts. The third and fourth generations
have daily multiple-choice tests, mid-term and final tests for each book, and
a final essay. The structure and content of the tests were reviewed. The third
and fourth generation tests are successful in assessing language knowledge
such as vocabulary and grammar, but they do not address the communicative
needs of the language learner. The writing stages are not observed in them
and the lack of attention to the controlled writing stage is evident. The tests
focus more on memory power and not much attention is paid to creativity,
thinking, and problem-solving ability. The structure of the questions at
different levels is the same, which has led to ignore the diversity of the tests
and the important issue of grading the tests. The reliability of the third and
fourth generation tests was measured by the Cronbach's alpha coefficient
method with sixty test sheets. The average age of the language learners is 25
years old. The reliability coefficient in the daily multiple-choice test was 0.71,
the mid-term test was 0.74, and the final test was 0.78. According to the
results, the reliability of the tests is acceptable.

Keywords: testing, writing skills test, Persian language teaching, Islamic Language and Education
Center (Al-Mustafa International University).
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1. test

2. testing

3. measurement

4. assessment

5. evaluation

6. usefulness

7. Bachman & Palmer
8. consistency
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1. test-retest method

2. correlation

3. parallel forms method

4. correlation coefficient

5. test-retest method with equivalent forms
6. split-half method

7. homogeneous

8. spearman- Brown Prophecy Formula

9. Cronbach alpha coefficient (a)
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1. validity

2. Gronlund

3. content validity

4. criterion-related validity
5. construct validity
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1. process apprixach
2. brainstorming

3. drafting

4. writing

5. revising

6. editing

7. reperform

8. Writing Readiness
9. Beginning Writing
10. Free Writing
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1. Copying

2. Punctuating

3. Recognizing Errors
4. Building from Words
5. Building from Notes
6. Paragraph

7. Organizing

8. Composition Writing
9.. Essay Writing

10. Hyland
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1. rubric

2. prompt

3. expected response

4. post-task evaluation

5. Reid

6. Davidson & Lloyd

7. direct and indirect awessment
8. communication

9. holistic rubric
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1. cohesion
2. analytic scoring
3. register
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