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James Bellamy, one of the prominent contemporary Orientalists,
adopts an emendatory approach in his analysis of Qur’anic
vocabulary, claiming that certain words in this sacred text have
been distorted or corrupted and thus require reinterpretation and
correction. In his research—particularly in articles published in
journals of Semitic linguistics—he has revisited some Qur’anic
terms and proposed alternative meanings for them. Among these
are the words “Abban,” “Lamma,” and “Jibt.” Drawing on
comparative linguistics and historical analysis, Bellamy argues
that these terms possess meanings different from those
traditionally presented in Islamic exegesis. This study, employing
an analytical-critical method, examines Bellamy’s ents
from three fundamental perspectives: first, the extent to which his
proposals align with the principles of historical linguistics and
textual evidence; second, the evaluation of internal textual
indicators and the contextual flow of Qur’anic verses; and third, a
comparison of his views with classical exegetical and lexical
sources. The findings reveal that although Bellamy’s approach
demonstrates noteworthy innovations in certain respects, his
analyses suffer from serious shortcomings due to factors such as
neglecting the broader framework of the Arabic language,
overlooking the semantic evolution of words throughout history,
and lacking coherence with other internal Qur’anic evidence.
Furthermore, some of his hypotheses rest on linguistic conjectures
that are unsupported by adequate textual or historical
documentation. This research underscores the importance of
precision in linguistic analyses of sacred texts and demonstrates
that interpreting Qur’anic vocabulary cannot rely solely on
emendatory hypotheses without considering the com%rehensive
structure of the Arabic language and the contextual coherence of
the verses. Hence, critically evaluating emendatory views in
Qur’anic linguistics necessitates a simultaneous attention to
linguistic, exegetical, and historical methodologies to prevent
misinterpretations and the imposition of unfounded meanings
onto the Qur’anic text.
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Problem Statement

James Bellamy, a prominent contemporary Orientalist, adopts a reformist
approach to the analysis of Quranic vocabulary, claiming that some words in
this sacred text have undergone distortion or alteration and need reevaluation
and correction. In his research, particularly through articles published in
Semitic linguistics journals, he has revisited certain Quranic words, proposing

9

alternative meanings for them. Among these words are “WJ“,"6l”, and “cos>

(Abba, Lamma and Jibti), which Bellamy asserts have meanings different
from the commonly accepted interpretations in Islamic exegesis, based on
comparative linguistics and historical analysis. This research employs an
analytical-critical approach to examine Bellamy’s arguments from three
essential perspectives: first, the alignment of his proposals with historical
linguistic rules and textual evidence; second, the evaluation of contextual
clues within the text and the coherence of the Quranic verses; and third, a
comparison of his views with traditional exegesis and lexicographical sources.

Findings

The findings of this study indicate that although Bellamy’s approach has
noteworthy innovations in some instances, his analyses face serious
shortcomings due to reasons such as neglecting the broader context of the
Arabic language, overlooking the semantic developments of words in their
historical progression, and lacking consistency with other internal Quranic
evidence. Moreover, some of his hypotheses are based on linguistic
conjectures that lack sufficient textual and historical backing. The research
emphasizes the importance of precision in the linguistic analysis of sacred
texts and concludes that interpreting Quranic vocabulary cannot rely solely on
reformist hypotheses without considering the overarching framework of the
Arabic language and the structural context of the verses.

Objective

A critical examination of reformist views in the field of Quranic linguistics
necessitates simultaneous consideration of linguistic, interpretative, and
historical methodologies to prevent incorrect interpretations and the
imposition of unjustifiable meanings onto the Quranic text.
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Research Method

This research adopts an analytical-critical approach to demonstrate that
Bellamy’s theories, despite their innovations, face significant challenges and
require more thorough examination from a historical and interpretative
linguistic perspective.

Conclusion
This study critically analyzes James Bellamy's reformist views on the
words “Lsl ,”lj”, and “cs” (Abba, Lamma and Jibti) in the Quran. The

findings show that Bellamy's approach, based on hypotheses of distortion and
alteration of certain Quranic words, encounters multiple challenges and lacks
strong backing from credible historical linguistic sources and Quranic
sciences.

First, the etymological examination of the aforementioned words indicated
that these terms have a solid background and specific meanings in the structure
of eloquent Arabic, having been used in pre-Islamic texts and Jahili poetry.
This challenges the claims of distortion or alteration of these words,
demonstrating that the Quran utilizes a linguistic system deeply rooted in the
tradition of ancient Arabic.

Second, the interpretative analysis of ancient sources, including the
interpretations of Tabari, Raghib al-Isfahani, and Zamakhshari, revealed that
Islamic interpreters not only provided various interpretations for these words
but also found that these interpretations maintain semantic coherence within
the context of the verses. In contrast, the changes proposed by Bellamy not
only disrupt the semantic connections in the verses but also tend to be
inconsistent with Arabic grammar.

Third, the comparative analysis of the discussed vocabulary with Semitic
languages, especially Hebrew and Aramaic, demonstrated that while some
linguistic similarities exist between these languages and Arabic, such
similarities do not necessarily imply that other languages influenced the
formation of the Quranic text. A thorough analysis revealed that the words

L ,"lﬁ”, and “cés” (4bba, Lamma and Jibti) are firmly rooted in the Arabic

language, and the changes proposed by Bellamy are based on incorrect
analogies.

Overall, this research indicated that Bellamy's theories regarding the
reform of certain Quranic words are not acceptable from linguistic,
interpretative, and historical perspectives, and his evidences do not possess
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the scientific strength required. This study emphasizes the authenticity and
linguistic coherence of the Quran, highlighting the significance of analyzing
vocabulary within the correct historical and interpretative context, and calls
for a critical reevaluation of the views of Orientalists in this field.

Finally, it is suggested that future research employs modern computational
linguistic tools and analyses based on broader data sets to conduct a more
precise investigation of Quranic vocabulary to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of its linguistic structure and semantic evolution.
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