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Objective: This study explores the transformation of the humanities
based on the Qur’an, with a special emphasis on the ideas of Ayatollah
Khamenei. The importance of the subject lies in the fact that modern
humanities, rooted in Western philosophies such as humanism,
secularism, and materialism, have been adopted in Islamic societies
without critical evaluation, thereby influencing cultural and
intellectual frameworks. The research aims to examine leading Islamic
perspectives and propose a Qur’an-based framework for re-
establishing the humanities.

Method: Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study collected data
from the works and statements of prominent Islamic thinkers, including
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, Dr. Mehdi Golshani, and
Ayatollah Khamenei. These perspectives were analyzed comparatively to
identify strengths and challenges. Complementary references to Qur’anic
exegesis and Islamic philosophy were also employed.

Results:

Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi: Emphasized the necessity of reconstructing
the philosophical foundations of the humanities by replacing
materialist philosophies with theistic ones.

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli: Argued that all knowledge is inherently
Islamic, since both the knower and the known are creations of God.

Dr. Mehdi Golshani: Stressed the unity of science and religion,
viewing scientific activity as an act of worship.

Ayatollah Khamenei: Highlighted the need for a Qur’an-based re-
foundation of the humanities, criticizing current Western-origin
models as materialistic. He emphasized critical engagement with
Western sciences, reliance on Islamic intellectual heritage, and the
development of indigenous theories rooted in the Qur’an.

Conclusion: The research concludes that the transformation of the
humanities is an urgent necessity for Islamic societies. The key
solution lies in establishing a Qur’an-centered humanities based on
Tawhidic worldview, while critically benefiting from global scientific
achievements. This integrative approach ensures both intellectual
independence and active participation in modern knowledge.
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Introduction

The humanities - encompassing a wide range of social, political, economic,
educational sciences and more - have, over the past century, largely been
transferred from the West to the East and have become prevalent in
universities and academic centers of the Islamic world, especially Iran. These
sciences, which have developed on the foundations of distinct Western
philosophies such as humanism, secularism, and materialism, have been
taught in the intellectual spheres of Islamic countries without critical
reassessment and indigenization, thereby influencing their epistemic and

value systems.

In response, Muslim thinkers have sought to counter this epistemic
infiltration through reconstruction, indigenization, and even the establishment
of Islamic humanities or knowledge derived from the Quran. Various theories
have thus emerged; among them is the transformative view of the humanities
based on Quranic teachings, proposed by Imam Khamenei (may his shadow
be prolonged) under the concept of “the grounding of the humanities in the
Quran.” Also noteworthy are views such as Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s belief in
the intrinsic Islamic nature of all sciences and Dr. Mehdi Golshani’s

perspective on the unity of science and religion.

This article, employing a descriptive and analytical approach, aims to
elucidate the various dimensions of these viewpoints, critically examine them,
and propose pathways toward the true transformation of the humanities in
Islamic societies and the establishment of Quranic foundations in this field.

Research Methodology

This study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The
data for this research were primarily gathered from the written works of
prominent thinkers in this field, such as Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli, Dr. Golshani, and the statements of the Supreme Leader. These
data were then reviewed and critiqued using content analysis and comparative
study. Additionally, to complete this process, some exegetical and
philosophical sources were also consulted. The effort has been to collect,
categorize, and analyze these viewpoints to identify their strengths and
existing challenges.
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Research Findings

1. Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi’s Perspective: The necessity of reconstructing the
foundations and objectives of the humanities

Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, emphasizing that the humanities are even more
perilous than the natural sciences, attributes this to the direct impact of these
sciences on cultural transformation. In his view, all branches of the humanities
- consciously or unconsciously - are based on specific philosophies. For
example, the acceptance of nihilistic philosophy renders human values
meaningless, while materialist philosophy reduces the human being to a

purely material entity.

Accordingly, he believes that to Islamize the humanities, one must first
address their philosophical foundations and replace Western material
philosophies with divine philosophies. For many years, he labored in the field
of Islamizing the humanities and authored numerous works such as “The
Relationship Between Science and Religion,” “Society and History from the
Quran’s Perspective,” and “Rights and Politics in the Quran.”.

2. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s Perspective: The intrinsic religiosity of science

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli holds a completely different view. In his opinion,
science is intrinsically religious, and there is no such thing as “non-Islamic
science.” He sees the sciences as knowledge that seeks to understand God’s
creations. The world (the object of knowledge), the knower, and knowledge
itself are all creations of God and, as a result, all sciences - whether empirical
or rational - fall within the domain of religion.

From this perspective, the conflict between science and religion is an
illusion arising from restricting religion to revelation alone and separating
reason from the domain of religious knowledge. Reason is among the sources
of religion, and whatever reason (whether abstract, empirical, or intuitive)
discovers is considered part of religious knowledge. Thus, even the natural
and empirical sciences fall within the framework of religion.

3. Dr. Mehdi Golshani’s Perspective: Science and religion as two dimensions of
a single reality

Dr. Mehdi Golshani also advocates the unity of science and religion. He
does not view science and religion as two separate categories but believes that
science operates along the axis of religion and that scientific activity itself is
a form of worship. In his view, both science and religion seek to uncover God’s
immutable laws and complement each other. He emphasizes that scientific and
religious knowledge are two manifestations of a single reality that, in
interaction, draw humanity closer to God.
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4. Imam Khamenei’s Perspective: Grounding the humanities in the Quran

The Supreme Leader, in various statements, has fundamentally emphasized
the necessity of transforming the humanities based on the Quran. He regards
the humanities as the guiding force of societies and believes these sciences,
having emerged in the West upon humanistic and secular foundations, when
translated and adopted without critical reconsideration, lead to the infiltration
of Western values and even unbelief into Islamic societies.

He warns that the current humanities, founded on a material view of man,
are entirely at odds with the Islamic monotheistic worldview that perceives
the human being as two-dimensional (worldly and otherworldly). In his view,
these sciences must be reconstructed from the ground up on Quranic
foundations.

The Supreme Leader simultaneously stresses the importance of producing
indigenous knowledge and theories and, while benefiting from Western
scientific achievements, calls for a critical and selective approach. He also
recommends drawing upon the vast philosophical and scientific heritage of
the Islamic world, particularly Iran, and extracting humanities concepts from
the Holy Quran.

Conclusion

Ultimately, this study demonstrated that transforming the humanities in
Islamic societies is an urgent necessity. On the one hand, extremist views that
consider all sciences inherently religious may lead to a kind of
oversimplification, while on the other hand, the wholesale and uncritical
acceptance of Western sciences results in intellectual and cultural domination.

The fundamental solution in this path is precisely what Imam Khamenei
(may his shadow be prolonged) has proposed: redefining and founding the
humanities on the Quran. This constitutes a grand intellectual movement that
requires:

- A critical reassessment of the foundations of imported sciences,

- Utilization of the Islamic philosophical and scientific heritage,

- And the production of indigenous theories based on the monotheistic
worldview and Quranic guidance.

It is obvious that this approach does not contradict making use of
contemporary global knowledge; rather, its condition is to maintain a critical
and selective perspective based on Quranic and Islamic criteria.
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