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Objective: This study aims to examine the concept of
calendrical systems in the Qur’an, focusing on the roles of lunar
and solar reckoning in religious rituals and social life. The
significance of the research lies in the fact that time and its
division have been central concerns of civilizations and
religions, while the Qur’an, through references to the sun,
moon, night, day, seasons, and months, provides a
comprehensive framework for understanding and calculating
time.

Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach with a textual-traditional orientation. Qur’anic verses
related to time were collected and analyzed alongside
authoritative exegetical, lexical, and narrative sources. Key
terms such as sanah, ‘am, hawl, hijjah, and shahr were studied.
Furthermore, historical and astronomical evidence, along with
comparative data from other civilizations, were used to clarify
the relationship between solar and lunar calendars.

Results: Conceptual Results: The Qur’an uses multiple terms
for time, each carrying specific meanings. While shahr and
shuhtir clearly denote lunar months, terms like sanah and ‘am
may refer to both solar and lunar years. Calendrical Systems:

The Qur’an acknowledges the twelve-month division (Q 9:36),
consistent with other civilizations. The lunar calendar forms the
basis for worship (fasting, Hajj, zakat, sacred months), whereas
the solar calendar is aligned with natural cycles such as
agriculture, trade, and seasonal change. Integrative Approach:

The findings show that the Qur’an does not set lunar and solar
systems in opposition but validates both: the lunar calendar for
religious rituals and the solar calendar for civil and natural
calculations.

Conclusion: The Qur’an simultaneously establishes the lunar
calendar as the foundation of religious observances and affirms
the solar calendar as a valid system for social and natural life.
Thus, the Qur’anic conception of time is comprehensive and
integrative, recognizing the complementary functions of both
systems in meeting human spiritual and practical needs.
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Introduction

Since ancient times, the issue of time, and how to calculate and divide it,
has been a serious concern for nations, civilizations, and followers of divine
religions. Each civilization, based on its religious, economic, and social needs,
has resorted to establishing its own calendar and timekeeping system. This is
also evident in the Abrahamic religions and especially in Islamic culture. The
Holy Quran, as the most comprehensive divine book, repeatedly refers to time
and celestial movements such as the course of the sun and moon, the
emergence of day and night, the seasons, and the variations in day length,
citing these phenomena as signs of God.

Among these discussions, the subject of calendars - whether solar or lunar
- and their relation to religious rulings has always been a matter of discussion
and focus for exegetes and jurists. Numerous verses in the Quran, using terms
such as “‘iddat al-shuhur” (number of months), “manazil al-gamar” (stations
of the moon), “sanah” (year), “‘am” (year), “hawl” (cycle), and “shahr”
(month), have addressed this topic, providing a suitable basis for Qur’anic and
jurisprudential research.

This article, by utilizing exegetical, lexical, and astronomical sources,
seeks to explore the calendrical system in the Holy Quran and examine the
place and validity of the solar calendar alongside the lunar calendar.

Research Method

This study has been conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner with a
transmitted (naqli) approach. The author, by referring to Quranic verses and
consulting reliable exegetical, hadith, and lexical sources, examines concepts
related to time and calendrical systems in the Quran. To precisely analyze the
differences and functions of the solar and lunar calendars, the study also refers
to historical, astronomical evidence and comparative data from various
cultures.

The research process includes:

- Collecting Quranic verses related to time, years, months, and the
movements of the sun and moon,;

- Closely examining key terms such as “sanah,” “‘am,” “hawl,” “shahr,”
“manazil al-qamar,” and others;

- Conducting exegetical and comparative analysis of the views of Shi‘a and
Sunni exegetes and jurists;

And finally, providing an analytical synthesis of the place of each of these
systems in the Quran.
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Research Findings

A. Semantic study of the terms

The study revealed that the Quran uses multiple words regarding time, each
with its own specific connotation:

- Sanah: Refers to a one-year period, which can apply to both lunar and
solar systems.

- ‘Am: Denotes a year encompassing two successive seasons (winter and
summer), thus more specific than sanah.

- Hawl: Means a full cycle of the year, emphasizing the rotation and return
to the starting point.

- Hijjah: Synonymous with sanah, but used specifically concerning the
performance of Hajj in that year.

- Shahr and shuhur: Refer to lunar months, based on the movement of the
moon.

B. Types of calendrical systems

A study of the history of civilizations shows that most cultures organized
their calendars based on the motion of the sun, the moon, or sometimes both.
For example:

- Hebrew, Hindu, and Chinese: Combined lunar-solar systems;

- Gregorian (Christian), Jalali (Iranian), and Zoroastrian: Based on the
sun’s movement;

- Hijri lunar calendar: Based on the motion of the moon.

In most cases, the twelve-month structure is common, aligning with the
Quran’s emphasis:

“Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve months...” (At-
Tawbah: 36).

C. Analysis of the Quran’s view

The lunar calendar in the Quran

The Holy Quran, by emphasizing the movement and phases of the moon
(Yunus: 5, Ar-Rahman: 5) and by specifying the sacred months (At-Tawbah:
36), shows that the lunar calendar is the basis for acts of worship, Hajj rites,
fasting, zakat, and so forth. Most exegetes (such as Tabataba’i, Qurtubi, and
Alusi) interpret the verse “Indeed, the number of months...” as referring to
lunar months.

The validity of the solar system
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However, in verses like “And We have made the night and the day two
signs... that you may know the number of years and the account [of time]”
(Al-Isra: 12), the Quran explicitly points to the role of the sun’s movement
and the alternation of night and day in reckoning time. Verses that mention
changes in day length, the cycle of seasons, growth and decay clearly pertain
to the solar system. Thus, certain functions such as agriculture, trade, and
social administration, grounded in nature, are organized according to the sun’s
movement.

D. A combined perspective

The study showed that while the Quran establishes the lunar months as the
legal framework for religious rituals, it simultaneously acknowledges the role
of the alternation of night and day in calculating years. Thus, it accepts both
systems - the lunar calendar for religious rituals and the solar calendar for
natural and civic calculations - each in its proper place.

Conclusion

This study clearly demonstrated that the Holy Quran:

- On the one hand, establishes the lunar system as the basis for religious
rulings such as fasting, Hajj, zakat, the sacred months, and more.

- On the other hand, by referencing the night and day, the seasons, and
changes in nature, recognizes the solar system as a means for counting years
and calculating time.

Accordingly, one can conclude that in the Quranic framework, there is no
contradiction or negation of one system in favor of the other; rather, both
systems are valid in their respective domains. Such a comprehensive
perspective addresses both devotional needs and the requirements of civic and
natural life.
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