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Objective: This study, based on the Qur’an and
classical  exegesis, investigates the social
consequences of neglecting the Islamic duty of
enjoining good and forbidding evil. The significance
of the subject lies in the fact that, according to the
Qur’an, this principle is not merely an individual
obligation but a collective responsibility with far-
reaching social impacts.

Method: This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach through a ligrary—based study.
Qur’anic verses, Hadith, and exegetical opinions
were collected, categorized, and analyzed in order to
extract the main components of the social
consequences of neglecting this Qur’anic command.
Results: The results indicate that: 1. The addressee of
this divine duty is not only the individual but also the
society as a real entity. 2. Neglecting this obligation
affects both individuals and the wider community.
3. The reciprocal relationship between individual
behavior an(f society extends the scope of negative
consequences from individuals to families and the
broader social structure.

Conclusion: The most evident social consequences of
neglecting this Qur’anic principle include family
disintegration, the spread of corruption, the descent
of calamities, and the alteration or withdrawal of
divine blessings. Based on the Qur’anic perspective,
these consequences extend beyond the individual
wrongdoer and encompass the whole community.
Thus, enjoining good and forbidding evil is an
essential safeguard for social health and the unity of
the Muslim Ummabh.
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Introduction

According to the Holy Quran, based on verses such as “And let there be
[arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good and enjoining what is
right and forbidding what is wrong; and those will be the successful” (Al-
Imran/104), the divine teaching of “enjoining good and forbidding evil” is
obligatory. Whether this duty is assigned to a specific group (Tabatabai, 1417:
3/579; Tabari, 1412: 4/26) or is solely the responsibility of a non-specific
group (Maqdisi Ardabili, n.d.: 321; Tabarani, 2008: 2/108), or if it is
considered a universal obligation for all members of society (Sheikh Tusi,
1375: 147; Zajjaj, 1374: 2/664-665). Furthermore, interpreters reference
verses like verse 63 of Surah Al-Ma’idah (“If only they had prevented one
another from saying sin and consuming usury. Evil was that which they were
doing”) to liken those who abandon “enjoining good and forbidding evil” to
those who commit evil (Qurtubi, 1364: 6/153), and divine punishments are
also seen as consequences for those who neglect this divine teaching (Arousi
Hoveyzi, 1415: 1/649). In numerous divine verses, which will be discussed
extensively in this research, audiences are warned that by neglecting
commands of good and prohibitions of evil, they will face specific
consequences. It is assumed in this writing that, alongside natural causes,
spiritual factors are also at work, which operate in conjunction. Natural causes,
the actions of servants (such as neglecting divine commands and prohibitions),
and God Himself all play a role (in such a way that) natural causes serve as
the closest reason for invoking divine mercy and wrath (Tabatabai, previous,
2/183). When God Almighty decrees evil for a people, no one can prevent it
because no one but God has authority over matters to obstruct the influence of
God’s will (Tabatabai, previous, 11/425). In Allameh Tabatabai’s social
theory, the meaning of verse 105 of Surah Al-Ma’idah (“O you who have
believed, protect yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is people
and stones”) (which at first glance appears to be an individual ruling) suggests
that the command to enjoin good and forbid evil is one of the dimensions of
self-cultivation (Tabatabai, previous: 5/165). However, the meaning of
“protect yourselves” also implies social reform (ibid., 6/172). In another
example, interpreters often comment on verse 17 of Surah Lugman (“O my
son, establish prayer and enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and be
patient over what befalls you. Indeed, that is of the matters [requiring]
determination”) by interpreting the command to be patient as steadfastness in
the face of the hardships arising from enjoining good and forbidding evil
(Fayd Kashani, 1402: 4/145; Jassas, 1405: 3/515). If we utilize the teachings



321 The Social and legal Consequences ofAbandoning ...| Hamidreza Tusi and Fazel Ali Fazeli

regarding the relationship between the individual and society in analyzing the
audience of patience, both the individual and the community are subject to the
ruling. With this perspective, social life is more significant than individual life
according to the Holy Quran (thus) the greatest good is “preserving the unity
of the Islamic community” and the most important evil is “social discord”

(Jawadi Amoli, 1390: 15/253-255).

The issue is whether the recipients of this divine obligation, if we do not
acknowledge the existence of society, are merely individuals or not? Or
whether, in addition to individuals, society itself has obligations towards
individuals, and under this assumption, the social consequences of abandoning
the command of good and the prohibition of evil will also afflict the
community? In other words, the consequences of neglecting divine
commandments, assuming the real existence of society, are social
consequences, even if in the external world each individual bears the
consequences.

Research Method

This research is library-based and employs a descriptive-analytical
method. Since the investigation focuses on the consequences and harms of
neglecting the obligation of enjoining good and forbidding evil, with regard
to the relationship between the individual and society, in the first stage, the
verses of the Holy Quran, hadiths, and credible exegeses on the issue were
collected and categorized. Using an analytical method, the gathered data were
examined. Subsequently, efforts were made to extract and explain the
components of the social consequences of abandoning the teaching of
enjoining good and forbidding evil.

Findings

Based on the findings of this study, it has been established that the
recipients of the commands to enjoin good and forbid evil mentioned in divine
verses include not only individuals but also the community itself. The findings
indicate the mutual influence of individual behaviors and society in the
abandonment of the teachings of enjoining good and forbidding evil on the
community. Accordingly, the consequences of neglecting this divine teaching

not only affect individuals but also impact the community itself.
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Conclusion

The decline of families, the spread of corruption, social calamities, and the
alteration and deprivation of blessings are the most prominent social
consequences of neglecting the divine teaching of enjoining good and
forbidding evil. The adverse social effects of abandoning the teaching of
enjoining good and forbidding evil are comprehensible based on the real
existence of society. According to the Holy Quran, each of the mentioned
effects is not solely directed at the doer but rather, the impact of neglecting
commands and engaging in prohibitions extends beyond the doer, affecting
their relatives and the community at large.
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