Print ISSN: 2676 - 6906
Online ISSN: 2676 - 6914

Studies of Quran Reading

Homepage: https:/ger.journals.miv.ac.ir

A Critical Study of the Multiplicity and Transmission of
Qur'anic Readings: A New Approach

Jafar Anvari'™

1. Corresponding author, Associate Professor, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research
Institute. Email: anvari@iki.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: Undoubtedly, the original text of the Noble
Research Article Qur’an has been transmitted through definitive tawatur

(mass transmission), but the various modes of its recitation
encompass diverse forms. Since early times in Qur’anic

Article history: studies, the question has been raised as to whether this
Received: 10 March 2025 multiplicity of readings originates from the Prophet
Received in revised form: =~ Muhammad’s (peace be upon him) verbal teaching or
5 April 2025 approval—hence a divinely sanctioned phenomenon—or

Accepted: 26 April 2025 whether it is the outcome of post-prophetic developments
Available online: 5 May 2025  influenced by historical, linguistic, and geographical factors,
thus reflecting human intervention. It is important to note,

Keywords: however, that denying the tawatur of recitations does not
Recitation, necessarily entail the existence of a single, unified mode of
Unity of Recitation, recitation. Scholars from both Sunni and Shi'a traditions
Transmission of Recitations, have expressed differing views on this matter: some assert a
Multiplicity of Readings, Prophetic origin for the variant readings, while others
Recitation of the Prophet consider them the result of later developments. Each camp
Muhammad (PBUH). supports its position with various arguments and textual

evidence. In this paper, using a library-based data collection
method and a descriptive-analytical approach, the arguments
for the multiplicity and tawatur of Qur'anic recitations are
examined and critiqued. Ultimately, the study explicates the
view of the Imams from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them), which advocates for the unity of recitation.

Cite this article: Anvari, J. (2025). A Critical Study of the Multiplicity and Transmission of

Qur'anic Readings: A New Approach. Studies of Quran Reading, 2025, 13 (24), 163-200.
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.20662.1284

@ (1) & | © The Author(s). Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.
NG DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.20662.1284



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.20662.1284
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.20662.1284
https://orcid.org/2440-1976-0003-0009
qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

Studies of Quran Reading, 2025, 13 (24) 164

Introduction

The discussion of the multiplicity of Qur'anic recitations plays a significant
role in Qur'an exegesis (Faker Meybodi, 2011: p. 93). Some Qur'an
researchers have insisted on the multiplicity and tawatur (consecutive
transmission) of recitations (the seven or ten recitations) (Shahid Thani, 1422
AH, p. 628), while others deny this multiplicity (Balaqi, 1420 AH, vol. 1, p.
73; Khoei, 1418 AH, p. 149).

The fundamental question is whether the Qur'an was revealed with a single
recitation or multiple recitations, and whether the transmission of these
recitations is consecutively transmitted (tawatur) or from a single source
(khabar wahid). Some scholars also separate the multiplicity of Prophetic
recitations from the tawatur of the existing recitations. However, according to
most Qur'anic scholars, no such distinction is made. This article is based on
the premise of non-differentiation.

Although Qur'an researchers have written extensively on the subject of
tawatur and the multiplicity of recitations, a new perspective has recently been
put forward by some seminary scholars with a fresh approach. They have
attempted to prove tawatur with a new analysis. This article is written with the
aim of critiquing this view, and this point can be considered the innovation of
this paper.

Research Methodology

Research methods are categorized into library and field methods based on
their tools and data collection techniques. This paper employs a library-based
method, where necessary information regarding the detailed research topics is
gathered through the study of books, articles, theses, and other written works.
This method has been applied in this paper by referring to books on recitations,
or other works on Qur'anic sciences that have dedicated a section to the topic
of recitations, such as "Al-Bayan" by Ayatollah Khoei and "Al-Itqan" by Jalal
al-Din al-Suyuti, among others. Furthermore, a number of articles on this
subject have been studied. Arguments that align with the view of denying
tawatur were affirmed, while the view of affirming tawatur was critically
examined. In particular, the work of Mr. Hossein Suzanchi, "Multiplicity of
Recitations and the Issue of Tahrif" (the main focus of this paper), was
thoroughly investigated and its key points were critiqued in order to affirm the
view of tawatur.
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Research Findings

This research is based on a critique of the view of the tawatur of recitations.
Its findings are as follows:

Critique of some of the arguments used to prove the tawatur of recitations:

a. Argument: "The universal consensus on tawatur and the transmission
of multiple recitations presented by the Prophet (PBUH) is consecutively
transmitted and undeniable." Critique: This claim is rejected due to the clear
differences of opinion. Consecutively transmitted transmission cannot be
proven.

b. Argument: "The diligence of Muslims toward the Qur'an indicates its
tawatur." Critique: This diligence only indicates the tawatur of the Qur'an
itself, not its recitations.

c. Argument: "Denying tawatur of recitations leads to denying the tawatur
of the Qur'an." Critique: The variation in the manner of recitation does not
harm the essence of the recitation.

d. Argument: "The narrations of the Qur'an's presentation indicate that
Muslims learned multiple recitations during the Prophetic era." Critique:
These narrations have issues with their chain of transmission (sanad) (for
example, the narration in "Bihar al-Anwar" from "Al-Isti'ab") and are flawed
in terms of their meaning (dalala), as the original claim lacks evidence. One
of the reasons for this difference in recitations is cited as a means of "making
things easy for the Ummah." If so, one must ask: Why did Uthman deprive
the Ummabh of this grace by standardizing the Qur'anic manuscripts?

e. Argument: Narrations of the ""Seven Ahruf": The argument based on
these narrations is as follows: "This hadith is proven with an authentic chain
of transmission in Shia sources and by tawatur in Sunni sources. One of its
meanings is the revelation of the Qur'an with multiple recitations. Some have
misunderstood the hadith 'The Qur'an is one; it was revealed with one harf]
and the variation comes from the narrators' and interpreted it as a single
recitation. However, anyone familiar with the developments of the time of the
Imam (PBUH) will see no contradiction between this hadith and the hadiths
about the revelation of the Qur'an on seven ahruf. The Imams (PBUH)
themselves sometimes recited Malik Yawm al-Din and sometimes Malik
Yawm al-Din. Furthermore, Kulayni collected narrations in A1-Kafi that
include differences in recitation."

Critique: The two narrations cited lack authenticity in their chain of
transmission. In terms of meaning:
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First, the existence of forty interpretations for these narrations indicates
weakness and confusion in the text, and this difference is such that it is
impossible to reconcile them.

Second, two narrations with authentic chains of transmission ("The Qur'an
is one..." and "The people say...") contradict this view. Familiarity with the
developments of the Imam's time does not affect this due to the weakness of
the narrations' chains.

Third, the claim that the Imams themselves would recite with different
recitations during prayer is without any evidence. The great Shi'a jurists have
explicitly stated the contrary.

Fourth, relying on the narrations of Kulayni is baseless, as Kulayni also
transmits contradictory hadiths, such as the narrations of the Qur'an's
alteration (tahrif). Therefore, the chain of transmission of the narrations in
"Al-Kafi" must be examined, which Majlisi has done in "Mir'at al-'Uqul."

The view of the lack of tawatur of recitations has been raised by a large
number of scholars from both schools (Shia and Sunni), who have cited
historical evidence, the existence of conditions for a valid recitation, the
factors that led to the emergence of differences in recitations, and the fact that
these recitations are "khabar wahid" (single-source transmission) as
arguments for this view.

Conclusion

1. The discussion of recitations plays a role in Qur'an exegesis and,
therefore, holds a special and significant place in the discussions of Qur'anic
sciences. Consequently, addressing this topic is essential.

2. In this context, some scholars insist on distinguishing between the
multiplicity of recitations and the tawatur of their transmission, arguing that
the revelation of the Qur'an with multiple recitations to the Prophet (PBUH)
and their transmission from him with tawatur are two separate discussions.
However, no such distinction is found in the works of Qur'anic researchers.
Instead, the main discussions revolve around whether the existing recitations
originate from the words of the Prophet or from the ijtihad (independent
reasoning) of the reciters.

3. The main arguments for the multiplicity and tawatur of recitations are:
the sayings of the Prophet (PBUH) (that he himself recited in this manner) or
his confirmation (that he approved of the different recitations of people); the
universal consensus; the diligence of the companions and the followers, which
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is reflected in history; and also the narrations of the revelation of the Qur'an
on seven ahruf, which have been interpreted as differences in recitations.

4. The arguments presented to prove tawatur are insufficient and
ineffective because, first, they suffer from internal contradictions from
Prophetic narrations, and second, they are inadequate in their meaning.

5. Some seminary professors have presented new arguments to prove the
tawatur of recitations, which have been critically examined for the first time
in this paper.

6. Historically, factors have been mentioned for the emergence of multiple
recitations. These factors themselves are clear evidence that these recitations
are not divine.

7. The final conclusion is that the various recitations of the reciters do not
originate from the sayings or confirmations of the Prophet. Rather, their origin
lies in human factors, including the ijtihad of the reciters. Most of the reciters
did not live during the time of the Prophet to have acquired the method of
recitation from him.
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