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Objective: Qur’anic recitation is one of the fundamental
obligations of prayer, and determining the criterion for its
validity has long been a controversial issue in Islamic
jurisprudence. Among Imami jurists, a group maintains that
adherence to Arabic linguistic rules suffices for a valid
recitation, without the necessity of following the canonical or
well-known readings. This study aims to examine and critically
evaluate the foundations and evidences of this view in light of
jurisprudential and usili discussions.

Method: Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study
investigates jurisprudential, usili, and exegetical sources. First,
the theoretical foundations and textual evidences of the
aforementioned view were collected, and then analyzed through
content analysis in order to assess the strength of its reasoning
and its implications for ritual practice.

Results: The findings indicate that this view rests on three
major premises: (1) restricting Qur’anic tawatur to the core
words while considering qira’a variations as ijtihad-based,
(2) regarding conformity with Arabic grammar as sufficient
for validity, and (3) distinguishing between the essential
Qur’an and its variant recitations. However, these premises
face serious challenges, since separating the core from the
formal aspects of Qur’anic words undermines the tawatur of
the text and contradicts historical and scholarly evidence.
Conclusions: Based on this evaluation, the permissibility of
reciting the Qur’an in prayer solely according to Arabic
linguistic rules cannot be accepted. Conversely, the view that
conditions the validity of prayer upon recitation consistent
with the well-known qira’at among Muslims is more firmly
grounded in hadith, historical evidence, and jurisprudential
reasoning, and better accords with the principle of
precaution in acts of worship.
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Abstract

One of the essential obligations in Islamic prayer is recitation, according
to which the Fatiha (Opening Chapter) must be recited in the first and second
units of prayer, and, according to the opinion among Shia jurists, a complete
surah must also be recited afterward. Historically, determining the criteria for
valid Qur’anic recitation during prayer has been a significant and debated
issue in Islamic jurisprudence.

A controversial view, held by a group of Shia jurists from classical to
contemporary times, asserts that since the tawatur (mass-transmission) of the
Qur’an is limited to the core of its words, and most differences among
Qur’anic readings are products of juristic reasoning, then conforming to
Arabic grammar alone suffices for the validity of recitation. Accordingly,
commitment to the canonical dominant or popular readings is not deemed
necessary.

Given the considerable impact of this view on Islamic ritual law and prayer
practices, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to evaluate the
evidence and theoretical foundations of this position. The research findings
indicate that the core assumptions of this view - such as restricting tawatur
to the essence of words and considering most reading differences as
speculative - present a serious challenge to the concept of Qur’anic tawatur
and are also inconsistent with historical and scholarly evidence.

Thus, this view appears untenable. In contrast, the view that considers
adherence to the canonical or popularly accepted Qur’anic readings among
Muslims as the standard for valid recitation in prayer is both more prudent and
better supported by the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).

Introduction

Prayer (salat) is one of the most fundamental and important pillars of Islam,
serving as the medium of communication between God and His servants. It is
of such significance that it is described as the “pillar of religion,” and the
acceptance of other acts of worship is contingent upon its validity.

This act of worship, which includes specific verbal and physical
components, must be performed in strict accordance with religious
prescriptions. Among its essential elements is Qur’anic recitation.

Given the existence of various Qur’anic readings, one of the pressing
issues in Islamic jurisprudence concerns the proper form of recitation in
prayer.
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This raises the question: Which Qur’anic recitation should be followed
during prayer, especially when reciting al-Fatiha and the subsequent surah? Is
it sufficient to rely on readings that are popular or mass-transmitted
(mutawatir)? Or must prayer adhere strictly to a specific, canonical reading?

In contrast to the mainstream view, there exists a perspective which
maintains that conformity to the rules of Arabic grammar is sufficient for valid
recitation, and that adherence to the famous canonical readings is not
obligatory.

Methodology

This study investigates the view held by certain Imami jurists that Qur’anic
recitation during prayer is valid so long as it aligns with Arabic grammatical
rules, regardless of canonical readings.

The research uses a descriptive-analytical approach. First, relevant legal,
theological, and exegetical sources were reviewed to collect the supporting
evidence and theoretical basis for this position. Then, the content of these
sources was critically analyzed.

As this issue has rarely been studied as a standalone topic and is usually
addressed only in passing in legal works, this research fills an important gap
by systematically exploring the theoretical dimensions, evidentiary support,
and practical implications of this view.

Research Findings

This study examines the permissibility of Qur’anic recitation in prayer
based solely on conformity with Arabic grammar - a minority view within
Imami jurisprudence. The main findings can be summarized as follows:

Core Assumptions

Proponents of this view argue that the prevalent Qur’anic readings are not
mutawatir (mass-transmitted), and that many of their differences are the result
of individual reasoning by reciters (qurra’). Thus, there is no obligation to
adhere to the canonical or “seven” readings (qira’at sab‘). Any recitation that
conforms to Arabic grammar is sufficient.

Supporters cite narrations such as “Recite as the people recite” (iqra’ kama
yaqra’ al-nas) as permission to follow general Arabic usage, not a specific
canon of readings.
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Validation Criteria

Of the three common criteria for validating a Qur’anic reading - (1)
conformity with Arabic grammar, (2) agreement with the Uthmanic codices,
and (3) sound transmission - this view only considers the first necessary.

According to this opinion, a grammatically correct recitation is not
necessarily divinely revealed, nor is it mutawatir, but it is not invalid or
unacceptable either.

Distinction Between the Qur’an and Its Readings

This view draws a distinction between the essential Qur’an (as mutawatir
and fixed) and the various readings (as results of human ijtihad regarding
pronunciation).

However, this separation is problematic, as the external form of Qur’anic
words - including vowelization, grammatical endings, and word structure -
is inseparable from their essence. Dividing the Qur’an and its recitations risks
undermining the integrity and tawatur of the Qur’an itself.

Juristic Caution

Although many Imami scholars have expressed doubt about the tawatur of
the seven canonical readings, they generally adopt a cautious stance, favoring
adherence to these established readings and advising against deviating from
them in practice.

Conclusion

The findings of this study show that the foundational premises of the view
permitting any grammatically valid Arabic recitation - such as restricting
tawatur to the essential wording of the Qur’an and attributing most reading
differences to juristic reasoning - present serious challenges. They are
inconsistent with both historical reports and scholarly evidence.

Thus, this view cannot be considered reliable.

In contrast, the view that limits valid Qur’anic recitation in prayer to the
canonical or widely accepted readings among Muslims is more aligned with
precautionary principles (ihtiyat) and better reflects the guidance inferred
from the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), such as the hadith
“Recite as the people recite.”.
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