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Objective: This study investigates the role of Muslim scholars in
the development and expansion of Tajwid. The main question is
how Islamic scholars contributed to the codification, preservation,
and transmission of Tajwid rules, and how these efforts led to the
independence of this discipline.

Method: The research follows a descriptive—analytical and
historical-documentary approach. Data were collected
through library research, including early and later works on
Tajwid, biographical studies of prominent scholars, and
manuscript catalogues.

Results: In the early centuries, Tajwid was transmitted orally
through direct teaching, with the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
and his companions as the first instructors. With the spread of
Islam among non-Arab peoples, the need for precise
codification became apparent. Muslim scholars authored
influential works such as Hirz al-Amani by al-Shatibi, al-Nashr
fi al-Qira’at al-‘Ashr by Ibn al-Jazari, and the treatises of Abu
‘Amr al-Dani. Pioneers like Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi,
Sibawayh, Abti Muzahim al-Khagani, and Ibn al-Jazari played
a decisive role in transforming Tajwid from a linguistic and
recitational subset into an independent science.

Conclusions: Tajwid, which initially existed as an oral
tradition, gradually evolved into a structured and independent
discipline. This transformation owes much to the tireless efforts
of Muslim scholars who, by codifying its rules, safeguarded not
only the Qur’an’s correct recitation but also the Arabic language
and Islamic cultural heritage.
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Abstract

This article explores the pivotal role of Islamic scholars in the development
and proliferation of tajwid, the science of correct Qur’anic pronunciation. As
one of the foundational disciplines in Qur’anic recitation, tajwid plays a vital
role in preserving the accurate transmission of divine meanings. The central
question addressed by this research is: What role have Muslim scholars played
in the growth and institutionalization of tajwid?

Adopting an analytical approach, this study examines the formulation of
tajwid rules by leading Islamic scholars and their scholarly contributions,
many of which continue to serve as authoritative references today. The
findings show that through continuous effort and devotion, Muslim scholars
not only safeguarded the Qur’anic text but also preserved the Arabic language
and Islamic culture. Tajwid, as a distinct and independent science, owes its
formalization to the tireless endeavors of these scholars who served the Qur’an
and its teachings.

This scholarly pursuit involved the composition of detailed works on
tajwid and recitation. Numerous books and treatises by prominent scholars
have addressed aspects such as articulation points, phonetic accuracy, and the
variation among canonical recitations. Among the early luminaries in this field
were al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, Stbawayh, Abi Muzahim Miisa ibn
‘Ubayd Allah al-Khaqgani al-Baghdadi, and Ibn al-Jazari. Their efforts peaked
in the 3rd and 4th centuries AH, laying the groundwork for the emergence of
tajwid as an independent discipline and a cornerstone of proper Qur’anic
recitation.

Introduction

As the eternal miracle and divine guide for humanity, the Qur’an has
always received the utmost attention and reverence from Muslims. Revealed
in eloquent Arabic, the Qur’an's language and sound are critical in conveying
its sacred meanings. From the earliest days of revelation, the Prophet
Muhammad served as the first teacher of the Qur’an, transmitting its verses
with precise pronunciation and distinct melodic tone to his Companions.

In the early Islamic period, the oral and auditory method of Qur’an
transmission - sama ‘T and shafahi - was the dominant means of instruction,
relying heavily on memorization and teacher-student interaction. However,
with the spread of Islam into non-Arabic-speaking lands and the incorporation
of diverse linguistic communities, the need arose to codify precise rules for
recitation and pronunciation. Initially, these rules appeared scattered within
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the broader disciplines of grammar (nahw), morphology (sarf), and qira’at.
Tajwid, therefore, was not yet recognized as an autonomous science but grew
gradually within the linguistic and recitational sciences.

Research Methodology

Type of Study:

This research is descriptive-analytical as well as historical-documentary in
nature. It seeks to analyze the historical development of tajwid by examining
textual sources and scholarly contributions.

Data Collection:

Library research, including a survey of tajwid texts from early Islamic
centuries to the present

Biographical and bibliographical studies of major scholars (e.g., al-Shatibi,
Ibn al-Jazari, and the Seven Reciters)

Review of related dissertations, academic articles, and manuscript catalogs

Use of primary sources (e.g., al-Nashr fT al-Qira’at al-*Ashr by Ibn al-
Jazari, Hirz al-Amani by al-Shatibi, al-Tadhkira by Abt ‘Amr al-Dani), and
secondary literature on Qur’anic sciences

Scope of Research:

Chronologically: From the 1st-2nd centuries AH to the contemporary
period

Geographically: From Hijaz and Iraq to Egypt, the Levant, Iran, and al-
Andalus

Findings

- In the early centuries, tajwid was taught practically, with precise
correction of Qur’anic pronunciation by the Prophet (PBUH) himself. Reports
indicate that even before the establishment of the Islamic state in Medina, the
Prophet dispatched Companions such as Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr, ‘Abdullah ibn
Umm Maktiim, ‘Ammar, and Bilal to teach the Qur’an.

For instance, al-Bukhari narrates from al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib:

“The first of the Prophet’s Companions who came to us (i.e., to Medina)
were Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr and Ibn Umm Makttim. They used to teach us the
Qur’an. Then came ‘Ammar and Bilal...”

(Zanjani, n.d., p. 47)
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This demonstrates that the Prophet prioritized accurate recitation, and early
Qur’anic instruction extended beyond memorization to include ethical and
practical application of the verses. This holistic model of Qur’an teaching
helped shape the moral and social behavior of early Muslims.

- Until the 4th century AH, the transmission of tajwid remained primarily
oral. Great Qur’an reciters preserved the rules through listening and repetition.
However, as Islam expanded and linguistic diversity increased, the need arose
to document tajwid systematically. This led to the composition of formal
scholarly texts that codified the discipline.

Conclusion

The earliest phase of tajwid emerged during the Prophet’s lifetime through
oral transmission. The Prophet (PBUH) instructed his Companions to recite
“as you have been taught” (Tabar1, 1339 AH, 1/21), indicating the importance
of precise pronunciation from the outset. As Islam spread, scholars recognized
the necessity of codifying rules for accurate pronunciation, especially for non-
native Arabic speakers.

Initially, these rules remained embedded in grammar, morphology, and
qira’at works. However, by the 4th century AH, tajwid achieved recognition
as an independent science. This transition coincided with the maturation of
Islamic sciences more broadly, allowing tajwid to gain a formal and structured
identity alongside other Qur’anic disciplines. Today, tajwid stands as a
cornerstone of proper Qur’an recitation, reflecting centuries of scholarly effort
dedicated to preserving the Qur’an’s sound and meaning.
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