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Objective: This study investigates the influence of the Qur’anic codex
of "Abd A%lélil iblnfMasfﬁg orti1 the development of ge .Kufar%
grammatical school, focusing on the innovative grammatical views o
al-Farrd’ (d. 207 AH) in his work Ma‘ani al-Qur an. The significance
of this research lies in showing how non-canonical Qur’anic codices,
particularly Ibn Mas ‘0id’s, shaped the divergence of Kufan grammar
from the Basran school.

Method: Employing a documentary and comparative method with
qualitative content analysis, the study examined Ma‘antal-Qur’an and
analyzed more than 400 direct references by al-Farra’ to Ibn MasGd’s
codex. The grammatical rules derived from these references were
identified and compared with the positions of the Basran
grammarians.

Results: The results revealed that al-Farra’, drawing on Ibn Mas 0d’s
readings, established and reinforced several distinctivree(%ranmlatical
rules, ncluding: considering the conjunction wa as redundant (wa
mughama), equating the preposition ‘ala with bi- and li-, permitting
the construction idafat al-shay’ ila nafsihi (genitive annexation of a
word to itself), allowing accusative case based on praise or dispraise
of an indefinite noun, and deriving kula and kilta from kull. A notable
example is his use of Ibn Mas Tid’s reading to justify the redundant wa
in verses such as Q. 39:73 and Q. 21:97. These innovations not only
influenced later Kufan grammarians but also extended into exegetical
discourse.

Conclusions: Ibn MasTd’s codex played a foundational role in
shaping Kufan grammar, particularly through al-Farra”’s works. It
enabled him to introduce novel grammatical rules that sharply
contrasted with Basran positions, underscoring the Kufans’ reliance
on non-canonical ings in reconstructing Arabic grammar. The
study highlights the central role of early Qur’anic codices in the
evolution of linguistic sciences and suggests future research should
examine the long-term influence of Ibn Mas‘Tid’s codex on Arabic
grammar and linguistics after al-Farra’’s era.
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Introduction

The development of grammatical theories in the Basran and Kufan schools
played a pivotal role in shaping classical Arabic grammar, particularly
concerning Qur’anic readings and unofficial codices. Among the most
significant non-canonical codices is the Mushaf of ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘ad,
which held a prominent position in the Kufan grammatical tradition. This
article aims to explore the influence of this Mushaf, especially on the
grammatical innovations of al-Farra’ (d. 207 AH) in his work Ma‘ani al-
Qur’an, and its contribution to the formation of distinct grammatical doctrines
in the Kufan school. Al-Farra’ consistently relied on Ibn Mas ‘tid’s reading to
justify and establish grammatical rules. Consequently, fundamental
differences arose between the Basran and Kufan schools in their grammatical
interpretations of the Qur’an.

Methodology

This study adopts a documentary and comparative analytical method to
investigate the impact of Ibn Mas‘@id’s codex on al-Farra’’s grammatical
positions. The research involves the systematic collection and examination of
primary textual evidence from Ma‘ani al-Qur’an. More than 400 explicit
references by al-Farra’ to the reading of Ibn Mas‘lid have been analyzed to
identify the ways in which this reading informed and shaped specific
grammatical rules in the Kufan tradition. The study also compares these rules
with those of the Basran school, aiming to assess the role of non-canonical
readings in the broader development of Arabic grammar.

Findings

The findings indicate that al-Farra’ used Ibn Mastd’s reading as a
foundational source for formulating and favoring several grammatical rules.
The most notable among these are: the interpretation of the waw of
coordination (wa) as an expletive (za’idah); the semantic interchangeability of
the prepositions ‘ala, bi, and li; the permissibility of idafa (genitive
construction) of a word to itself; accusative case marking based on context of
praise or blame (madh/dhamm) in indefinite phrases; and the derivation of
kulla and kilta from kull. These rules significantly influenced both Kufan
grammatical texts and exegetical works. A particularly prominent example is
al-Farra’’s application of Ibn Mas ‘tid’s reading to interpret the concept of waw
mughamah (invasive or inserted waw) in the Qur’an. This theory is especially
relevant to certain Qur’anic verses - such as al-Zumar (39:73) and al-Anbiya’
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(21:97) - in which the waw is considered redundant or syntactically inserted.
Furthermore, regarding prepositions like ‘ala, al-Farra’ relies on Ibn Mas‘iid’s
reading to support semantic shifts in prepositional meanings. In his analysis,
he investigates the use of ‘ala in the sense of bi and li, and elaborates on their
functional equivalence in certain syntactic contexts.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the codex of Ibn Mas‘td played a crucial role
in the grammatical discourse of the Kufan school, particularly in the thought
of al-Farra’. By citing Ibn Mas‘@id’s variant readings, al-Farra’ introduced a
range of novel grammatical rules that diverged significantly from the Basran
tradition. Examples include the notion of waw muqghamah and the semantic
conflation of the prepositions ‘ala, bi, and li, which reflect a characteristically
Kufan approach to grammatical reasoning. This research underscores the
broader influence of pre-‘Uthmanic codices and non-canonical Qur’anic
readings on the evolution of Arabic grammar, revealing how Kufan
grammarians continued to use these sources to reformulate and establish
grammatical norms. The significance of Ibn Mas‘lid’s codex in Kufan
grammatical theory - especially when contrasted with Basran positions -
warrants further investigation. The article concludes by recommending that
future research should explore the long-term impact of Ibn Mas ‘d’s codex on
Arabic grammatical theory and its broader implications for Arabic linguistic
thought beyond al-Farra’’s era.
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