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Objective: This study aims to_examine the authenticity of
narrations referrmﬁg to non-canonical Qur’anic readings in Stirat
al-Tm. The significance lies in the fact that certain narrations
from the Ahl al-Bayt (a) present variant readings, accompanied
by the phrase “hakadhanuzilat” (“thus it was revealed”), raising
questions about their isnad reliability, content validity, and their
relation to the canonical readings.

Method: The research adopts a scriptural-hermeneutical
approach, rel?/mg on library-based and documen‘rzgar methods
or data collection. The narrations are analyzed using a
descriptive—analytical framework, focusing on both their
transmission (isnad) and textual (matn) aspects.
Results: The findings reveal that some narrations are musnad
(connected) while others are maqtl® (disconnected). The
reliability of the transmitters is debated, with some considered
trustworthy and others weakened due to alleged exaggeration in
transmitting the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt. Nevertheless, their
transmission in reputable sources strengthens confidence in their
authenticity. Textual analysis shows that the reading Tir Sina’ is
synonymous with the canonical Ttir Smin, the difference being
merely linguistic (Greek, Syriac, or Hebrew variants). Similarly,
the reading fa-man yukadhdhibuka instead of fa-ma
yukadhdhibuka (v. 7) reflects an interpretive dimension, possibly
referring to deniers of wilayah or the Hereafter. Thus, the Imams’
use of “hakadha nuzilat” indicates exegetical clarification rather
than rejection of the canonical reading,
Conclusions: The analysis demonstrates that the non-canonical
readings cited in narrations concerning Siirat al-Tin function
primarily as exegetical interpretations rather than alternatives to
the canonical text. These readings hl%lh t the role of the Ahl
al-Bayt as the authentic exegetes of the Qur’an. Careful isnad
and content evaluation of such narrations enriches both
exegetical and theological understanding of the Qur’an.
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Abstract

Variant Qur’anic readings (qira’at) constitute a critical domain in Qur’anic
studies with both theoretical and practical implications, particularly for
recitation, exegesis, and juridical interpretation. Among the sources of certain
variant readings are narrations transmitted from the Ahl al-Bayt (a),
necessitating a detailed evaluation of their textual and contextual reliability.

In some of these narrations, the readings Tur Sayna’ (sl—o )9ﬁ>) and faman
yukadhdhibuka (éli_\fi Ayed) are presented as alternatives to the more widely
accepted Tur SInin ((yusw )91;) and fama yukadhdhibuka (é,lhii ls8) in verses

2 and 7 of Siirat al-Tin, accompanied by the emphatic expression hakadha
nuzilat (“thus it was revealed”).

The present study investigates the authenticity of such narrations through
both isnad (chain of transmission) and dalalah (meaning/content) analysis,
utilizing descriptive-analytical methodology and library-based source
collection. Findings indicate that while some of these narrations are
transmitted with uninterrupted chains (musnad), others are maqtii* (broken or
disconnected). Some narrators have been deemed trustworthy (thiqqah), while
others were weakened - often on the grounds of narrating miraculous or
laudatory traditions about the Ahl al-Bayt (a), which were later accused of
ghultiw (exaggeration). However, the presence of these narrations in generally
reliable sources enhances their probable authenticity.

Assuming the reliability of the chain, the content analysis reveals that the
phrase Tur Sinin (in verse 2) can reasonably be interpreted as a linguistic
variant of Tlir Sayna’, with the difference being lexical rather than referential.
Comparative textual evidence from other verses and narrations supports this
interpretation, indicating that Sayna’ (Sinai) and Sinin are synonymous,
differing due to phonological shifts across languages such as Hebrew, Syriac,
or Arabic. This semantic equivalence, along with rhetorical harmony in verse
endings, contextual clues within the hadith (such as the use of ya'ni for
interpretation), and references to the Wilayah of Imam ‘Al (a), provide strong
intratextual and intertextual evidence for a tafsir1 (interpretive) rather than
qira’1 (recitative) intention behind the variant reading.

In the narration referencing the alternate reading faman yukadhdhibuka,
the substitution of ma with man implies a shift from a rhetorical question to
an accusative statement directed toward those who deny the authority of
divine guidance or resurrection - possibly those who deny the position of the
Prophet (s) or the Imamate. Contextual cues suggest the Imam's interpretive
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goal may have been to refute the allegation of falsehood against the Prophet.
Semantic analysis of al-din (as a reference to Wilayah), the stylistic structure
of negation with oath (la uqsimu), and Qur’anic parallels further support the
plausibility of this interpretation.

The use of man instead of ma aligns with Qur’anic linguistic conventions
and enhances the rhetorical sharpness of the verse. Other supporting evidence
includes the referential function of nuziil and tanzil as “exposition” in early
Islamic literature, the linguistic arabization of Sinin and Sayna’, and the
Imam’s interpretive engagement with early audiences, especially those from
Jewish backgrounds familiar with “Mount Sinai.”

Conclusion

Although, at first glance, the Imam’s affirmation of non-canonical readings
- especially through expressions like hakadha nuzilat - may appear to
contradict the standard reading, a critical analysis of intratextual, intertextual,
and extratextual evidence reveals otherwise. These narrations are best
understood not as rejections of the canonical reading, but as interpretive
elucidations of its meanings. In this light, the Imam’s engagement reflects a
genre of tafstrT qira’at - interpretive readings conveyed as part of a broader
hermeneutical tradition within the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (a). Such
interpretive readings were commonly used by the Imams to clarify the
Qur’anic message, dispel misconceptions, and protect against doctrinal
deviation.

Accordingly, these narrations - especially those employing the phrase
hakadha nuzilat - should not be viewed as alternate canonical readings but as
valuable components of the exegetical heritage of Shi‘i hadith. Their
systematic authentication and content analysis can significantly enhance
theological and interpretive understanding of the Qur’an and underscore the
authoritative role of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) as the true exegetes of divine
revelation.
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