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Objective: In the calligraphy of the Holy Quran, some similar
words appear in different contexts with different writing
styles, whose written form is different from classical Arabic
calligraphy. The frequency and dispersion of these writing
differences are too great to be attributed to reasons such as the
existence of some kind of disorder in the writing system or the
illiteracy of the scribes. Although the most recent theories also
consider the existence of these differences to be the product of
a series of spelling traditions or a single written archetype, the
question still arises as to why these spelling traditions or single
archetypes are exclusive to some similar words and are not
observed in other similar writings?.

Method: The present essay, in a case study, considers this
duality of writing as an important linguistic technique. In this
article, an attempt was made to justify the calligraphic
transnormativity of the letter Ta in the Rasmul-Musah using
a descriptive-analytical method and based on the theory of
conceptual metaphor.

Results: Examining the Qur'anic data showed that the two
script of the letter T in the selected words are volumetric
metaphors and are influenced by the contextual factors of the
text, both of which are received through the source domain of
"container" and are based on two mappings [s, container is
"blocked"] and [, the container is "open"] are located.
Concepts such as spaciousness, cognition, actuality, freedom,
and continuity are among the concepts that can be understood
from the metaphorical mapping of the expanded letter Tai.
Also, the corresponding ta spelling indicates unknown,
potential, monopoly, and being trapped.

Cite this article: RastgooI, K., & Ebrahimpoor, F. (2025). Cognitive analysis of

graphological deviation of the letter T in the

ur'an based on the eo% of conceptual

metaphor. Studies of ggmn Reading, 2025, 13 (]2245),543

https://doi.org

OnDS

NC

© The Author(s).
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18573.1255

22034/qer.2025.18573

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.



https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18573.1255
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18573.1255
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1644-037X
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-6135-0853
file:///F:/Work/مجلات/3. Motaleaat Qheraat Quran/Jeld24/Motaleate Qeraat Quran 24/qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

Studies of Quran Reading, 2025, 13 (24) 44

Introduction

In the script of the Holy Quran, some similar words appear with different

writings in different contexts, which differ from their written form in classical
Arabic script. Earlier scholars and the predecessors have discussed the
diversity in the styles of writing Quranic words under the topic of "script of
the mushaf." This topic, like many others in Quranic sciences, is a matter of
disagreement; some consider it to be fixed, some interpretive, and others see
it as a middle ground. This latter group believes that two scripts should be
considered for the Quran: one for the elite according to the Ottoman script and
another for the general public based on the rules of the new script; the main
point that proponents of this method emphasize is the protection of the Quran
from the distortions of the ignorant and their mistakes in recitation, as writing
in the Ottoman script causes difficulties and troubles for people, compelling
them to alter the Book of God. Thus, there is a public interest in this approach
that aligns with the rules and objectives of Sharia. Another theory that has
gained traction today attributes the script and writing of the Quran to a series
of spelling traditions or a common prototype; the initial form of this theory
can be traced back to Yahya ibn Ziyad al-Farrah, a famous grammarian of the
second century Hijri. Two centuries later, Abu Bakr al-Baqilani, an Islamic
theologian, addressed this issue and stated that the companions either wrote
the Quran according to pronunciation or based on common and conventional
spelling. Al-Baqilani refers to this convention with the term "istilah." This
discussion resurfaced around the twelfth and thirteenth centuries Hijri among
some thinkers such as the Maghrebi Sufi Abd al-Aziz al-Dabbagh and Shihab
al-Din al-Alusi, a Shafi'i jurist and Iraqi commentator.
Regardless of whether the orthography of the Quran is considered definitive,
interpretative, or a spelling tradition, the occurrence of these spelling changes
in some similar words can still be a sign of their meaningfulness. Therefore,
the present essay reflects on the orthography of the round letter Taa (<) as one
of the manifestations of conventional differences in the Quran. It addresses
the differing representations of this letter in two forms: open (<) and closed
,(®)referring to this as an anomaly in the orthographic discourse of the Quran.
It aims to use the theory of conceptual metaphor to justify this anomaly and
provide a suitable response to the following two questions:

- What does each of the two different forms of the letter Taa in the

orthography of the Holy Quran signify?

- What influences the two spellings of the letter Taa in the orthography of
the Quran?
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Method

The present research assumes that the minimal different writing of certain
homogenous words, such as the letter "Taa' in the Quran, is intentional and
meaningful. It seeks to provide a corporeal origin for this writing phenomenon
in the manuscript tradition by relying on a descriptive-analytical method and
referring to the theory of conceptual metaphor.

Results

One of the most important approaches of this research is to establish a
connection between the topics of Quranic orthography and modern linguistic
issues, presenting a physical origin for the differing written forms of the letter
"taa" in the Holy Quran. In other words, it confirms that the realm of human
writing is also another apparent domain where the effects of human
corporeality, or in other words, human bodily experience, are inscribed upon
the conceptual structure. Therefore, one can claim that the orthography of the
Holy Quran reflects the fundamental characteristics of the human mind
through the application of different written forms of words. The examination
of Quranic data in this research revealed that the two spellings of the letter
"taa" in the Quranic orthography can serve as an ontological metaphor, both
derived through the source domain of "container," based on two name

representations [3, a "closed" container| and [, an "open" container]. As a

result, concepts such as spaciousness, cognizability, actuality, being free, and
continuity are among the concepts understood from the metaphorical
representation of the letter "taa" in its extended form. Furthermore, the
relevant spelling of "taa" alludes to unknownness, potentiality, exclusiveness,
and closure.

Conclusions

It seems that the discussions of deletion and addition, chapter and
connection, and the representation of two types of readings, which deviate
from the rules of standard Arabic in the writing of the text, may have been
purposeful and meaningful. Perhaps the theory of image schemas or
conceptual metaphors can find a source in the bodily experience of humanity
within them.
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