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Objective: In the Qur’anic orthography (Rasm al-Mushaf),
certain similar words appear with orthographic variation that
diverges from classical Arabic writing conventions. A notable
example is the dual representation of the letter Ta’ in two
forms: closed (4) and open () This study aims to analyze this

phenomenon as an orthographic anomaly and interpret it
through the lens of Conceptual Metaphor Theory.

Method: This research is fundamental in nature and
employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Qur’anic data
containing the two orthographic forms of Ta’ were collected
and analyzed within the framework of Conceptual Metaphor
Theory in order to uncover bodily and cognitive motivations
underlying these orthographic divergences.

Results: The findings reveal that the two spellings of Ta’
reflect an ontological metaphor based on the source domain of
the “container.” The closed form (i) corresponds to a “closed
container” and conveys meanings such as unfamiliarity,
potentiality, exclusivity, and restriction. In contrast, the open
form ,(c—) as an “open container,” signifies spaciousness,
familiarity, actuality, liberation, and continuity.

Conclusions: The study demonstrates that Qur’anic
orthographic variations are not merely accidental or products
of scribal traditions but carry significant conceptual and
cognitive implications. Accordingly, Rasm al-Mushaf may be
interpreted as a reflection of human embodiment and mental
structures. This perspective establishes a link between
Qur’anic studies and cognitive linguistics, offering new
insights into the interpretation of Qur’anic orthography.
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Abstract

In the Qur’anic orthography (rasm al-mushaf), certain similar words
appear with different spellings in various contexts, diverging from classical
Arabic script norms. The frequency and distribution of these orthographic
differences exceed what can reasonably be attributed to irregularity or scribal
illiteracy. While some recent theories ascribe these discrepancies to scribal
conventions or a single archetypal writing system, the question remains: Why

are these conventions applied to some similar words and not others?

This paper treats such orthographic divergence - specifically in the writing
of the letter Ta’ - as a significant linguistic technique. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and the Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT), this study
seeks to explain the orthographic deviance involving the letter Ta’ in the
Qur’an, emphasizing the human body and its experiential grounding as a

conceptual basis that shapes written structure.

The Qur’anic data reveals that the two spellings of Ta’ - the open form ()
and the closed form - (3) can be interpreted metaphorically, derived from the
source domain of “container”, and represented by two image schemas 5] :

“closed container ["and* :c] open container .["Concepts such as openness,

familiarity, actuality, liberation, and continuity are metaphorically associated
with the open Ta’, while the closed Ta’ signifies unfamiliarity, potentiality,

exclusivity, and closure.

Extended Abstract

Problem Statement

The Qur’anic orthography exhibits a phenomenon where similar words are
written differently across different contexts. Classical scholars addressed this
issue under rasm al-mushaf, and various opinions have emerged: some hold
that Qur’anic orthography is tawqift (divinely ordained), others consider it
ijtihadt (based on scholarly judgment), and a third view suggests a hybrid

model.

Advocates of the hybrid view argue for the coexistence of two scripts: one
following the ‘Uthmanic script for specialists, and another based on modern
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orthographic rules for general readers, in order to prevent errors and protect
the Qur’anic text from distortion.

A more recent theory attributes Qur’anic orthography to ancient scribal
conventions or archetypal models, with historical roots traceable to linguists
like Yahya ibn Ziyad al-Farra’ and theologians like Abii Bakr al-Bagillani.
Despite these perspectives, the selective application of these conventions
remains an unresolved issue - suggesting the potential for semantic or

symbolic meaning behind such orthographic variations.

This study focuses specifically on the deviant orthographic representation
of the letter Ta’, appearing in either a closed (3) or open (<) form, proposing it
as a cognitively significant feature of the Qur’anic discourse and applying
Conceptual Metaphor Theory to explore its motivation.

Research Questions

What do the two different spellings of the letter Ta’ in the Qur’an signify?
What contextual or conceptual factors influence these orthographic
differences?

Methodology

Assuming that even minimal spelling variations - such as the two forms of
Ta’ - are intentional and meaningful, this study uses a descriptive-analytical
approach grounded in Conceptual Metaphor Theory. The aim is to uncover a

bodily-experiential origin for this phenomenon in Qur’anic orthography.

Findings

One of the key outcomes of this study is the linking of Qur’anic
orthography (rasm al-mushaf) with modern cognitive linguistics, particularly
through the lens of embodiment. The writing system reflects not only the
external script but also cognitive structures shaped by the physical and sensory

experience of the human body.
The differing spellings of Ta’ are interpreted as ontological metaphors
rooted in the “container schema”. Thus:
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8(closed Ta’) represents a “closed container” and is associated with
unfamiliarity, potentiality, exclusivity, and constraint.
<(open Ta’) represents an “open container” and is associated with

openness, recognizability, actuality, freedom, and continuity.

These interpretations support the idea that Qur’anic script reflects
foundational cognitive patterns, rather than arbitrary scribal conventions.

Suggestions

It is proposed that other orthographic deviations in the Qur’an - such as
letter omission/addition, disjunction/conjunction, and representations of
variant readings - may also be intentional and meaningful. Theories such as
image schema or conceptual metaphor may uncover their experiential roots,
suggesting that the Qur’an’s orthographic system is cognitively structured and

semantically loaded.



IV - T gl G
IV - AL 5 Kaig 01 4

ol B Sdl 8 Ul

Homepage: https://qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

Cand g5 & T35 39 60 B0 il (5 ylnial b il Jukood
(oo36hn bt 4 5
*)xm"‘"r!‘ acbld 5 ¢Sl (5,5

xu‘).»l ‘W”é ‘M)g Lj)ﬁ J)Lw 9 (9915‘- ol&izsls RS @T)B P?’Lc 5a5asls (WS ULJ.\‘ 9 ub) 05; )L.uu‘b &J?Lm 3..\2..‘9'93 A
rastgoo@quran.ac.ir :aebll,

‘f‘>§ ‘M; ‘j)s d)‘a.o 9 F9J_c ol&isls «\pino @1)9 €9LC 5ily Cod> 9 u—l)ﬁ P9l£ 09; ‘..\..C'b)l L;MJL_«»)K éh.>9o—|uw‘.) Y
ebrahimpor50@gmail.com :asbll, )yl

oNS>

-«

Jlo ol

b 0gSbsS ol ) alte OYly (S S )8 Ll 3 dan
Jlo KD e by 115 5 g o ol i S
50 & (=6 Gy> )55 )0 glds ( SSBd oyl wiee (Bdlan 3l (S s
Blie 4 000y oyl Julo (b gy ol Bus .l (8) dity 5 (&) 5L g0
ol ot oo )5 5 > 0y 5 S bk i 5 S
Pl (Jlodi=(heogi 35S b s ol g9 5| pob Ligly 13aiod Gby,
ool 2 5 gyl +6 Gy ol 4 b bagpe 8 (clmodls ol ok
S blina g Slower ado b 40,5 Julod sagdo ol Syli5 ol
D9 (ylag) (Gl g Sl ol (sl

i s (lolaia] CB b (i g 53 &8 315 (s gl Analy
csodlie 5 diy By (B & (IS Wi (Byn Tae o> o
alio 4 (& &S b 0 0ld <Y slaail g jlass! ( Sedll o Sis bl (ygmmon
S o o)l jlyocad 5 (39 (Calad ((SiSlls (BB b B

w25 O3 5 el Sy o 4380 U O (ol 18 e
BN sy 4l (s el Slbis Jpuaeo By |y 3l Ly
Bl dlke 4 lgi oo |y covadllons) ol ol 2 Sl (51l g cogedo
OISl (8, i 35 o el 203 (S5 Jla 025
oty 5 35l oo waly3 ) (i iy g (B Slalllas e gy
a5 o 1 iy yuds sl of

o £ o
(shgi s

VE¥/AY/YE edl s g b
VEF/ N /Y0 18,5530 g,
VECF/ oYV Gyl B

VEF/ XY L) &,

Lo jlgals’
bk (g ol s
(b (lbob;
(oo byl

8,15 Gy S L 3 3 b B wliinlas Sylialp sl Jdoo (VF0F) acbls gmenl il o 168 oSl ol
https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18573.1255 ¥5=¥¥ (Y¥) WY ()  <a & \las . cogpio 5,lxtl

OBy ©

gelll ilaias)l drols 1yl

O


https://doi.org/10.22034/qer.2025.18573.1255
qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

VF e F bl gyl T oylou ) ¥ Jlo eyl ,5 8 olad o A

EVRY-N

3y aS Cl gl blas (sl (Sl aelgd zo) )3 g sl e Slgieds ()8 L
S o Slre wBiy oal sl Kl by s )b o, 5

Sl 48 3550 e s 5 e T3 T 4 5 A 5 s on 3
355 o i llllae )5 5Kl onlie ) Ko 5Lt e il 0], 5 ailis 5

E-o90 b3 1y 13 OB3lg )55 S 3 45 Con il (slole g g Ol kol
ol 5] o o 5 e ) 6yl 15le cggingn cpl 10,5 ¢ e Cioaally s
laadls 53 ol Olely O Ko (29)5 5 ol (S B Ol (S

ol eGPl Sl (S a5k a8 S 55 Jas 55 0T 3 gl e 4 skl e S o)

ug)’b N uMIbB LSLE.'> 9 uD)DU ).3‘).3 )0 Lj)B )] uul.» ‘olf.ké.) L)”‘ ul.o.‘aba J.‘J.) L)”)"W‘Q’o
.AS‘_,’A Jas ggbf)l JUSEsRY )‘.)]9 ]) Ol 9 g 0 POy0

Lgoa)S Lo | cagos pdloae )8 ()55 09 90 &S igly ol 206, oo s 3

15 Slesren (o dolis
pgnye laMs golaa ) (S0 pieim 6By Gy Lsdl oy )3 Lo L o gy ol
O _an b.’x.”ﬂ,_w) [SRLY u.o.dy): ulyu.o Dyg0 L))‘ 30 ps&_wﬁ aS Cwl )91.3 L)"‘ » _QSJ)S

Syl b Glgieds o(8) i 5 (&) 5k Oyguots () By lasdlps) Sl 51 )l )
ol oostie ylaiaol 4y, 31 02l L6 el ) 1 g 5 oo 2y 1,8 losiS 43 oliisas
13 Bl 5 ey 93 Sl y93)3 (Pl 9 S A g, ) buinl2

iy S0l 8 OB Lasdlnsy 53 £b 8o Cogline S 93 31 S5y )

Sy ) Slio o3 Lasdlgusy 55 5B CBys (Dol 65 .Y



fa 32!l anbold g ¢Sl y (6 15 | ...d@,a;buywubwwp/,}" L.wL.lz; J

08 b ey 18 515 3 01 g BT e 3] (32 1RG5 Aiilans
Bl AB)ke (g paek

Slbg) Adued yole oyl im ilSain L) 3l o5 aw I ialsioge o O g glaits )
(3Y0F Blog) (365 by w830 9 ((BIYAA ldg) JSluS 8300 oy e (3VVA

(BTN log) 3915 ol 5 cinlaoll ¥

(BYYA Sg) (o)l ol 31 1lasd) pusye Y

ABYAY Slag) (6yorlins Oy oyl 31 2 00ly8)] omey ¥

AGB¥Y 5] o Slg) (Soian slas oy donl uliegl i1 ) lao¥] sl sl .0

Clig) g Blas oy domo dlllis gl 1 iolats G as B o) Lo Byan 3 ] 5
(BYYY

(BYFF ) S5 gpec gl I 1) lao¥l cinlas gusy B cidall Y

(Y5 lbg) 2l oy Olaghe gl3g 51z 3isdl sloxg) oyt s A

I Clgie QLS 385 L d(BYYY @lbg) S ye sl pbay (ol coyed ) 3l o
Sloslis a4y 5 3,5 slrel )8 Ll oo ) g (520 (pVA% ) sl s pyaoyo oy
1y o6 o g lime a5 ()8 o Sy (3 ey

A (Y- +5) 85 sloxe] g Ol o jlore] S 4 Olgi o molae GBEN g 0T
sl dzils _olime slxe] (613 5 iedsi |y 5 Lasdlgusy <l 53 4 5,8 )il Jslats dosee

3 3 el ladllte ol 31X V) TN B 3adST) ey b Jleadls Jlasdl S
g o odaliin 0T 5 Jasdl sy 53 (6 5k SV (T 5545 ol ola g%y aheor

& 3 obhe dmollie 3 (AT V) S syl 8 Lelllg sl B g L) ol LS
Cal @315, 1,3 Lasdl g o 5 Jbsl 5 A Gy I 5 ol wdis s oy

laaslyys 1,8 basdl gy w4 55 oAbl g SYlEe «polre BT e 4

by cle (BB ools 51 ((2VYYF) 0,8 lasdl ey (el (oo Alie ige lgisay
oS ool Siine dlio (pl )3 isag Caanl 03,8 s Lol jgpan o813 31y 5 Lasdl gy (3
las ¥ £ — oS Jlal bas) as las ) el si i ool b 9331 05 )55
{35 - diaso gt b5) opm Sl



VF e F bl gyl T oylou ) ¥ Jlo eyl ,5 8 olad o b

Coglito Lasdlyusy lins ool s (oo g ) 3 ol tbopedi (claaslishly (lie )
5,8 o)Ll Glipe cman 1 ((2I¥AD) (3 1 Hluens (B3l

oline (sl a4 baas (] b (ypogew g ool 000 g5 b ds 3 gy )
s ol (@l Gy Egliza sl b e O3l

(b By (g)lhivg (5 lominl B (pline Sl 4 390 o0 (ylig) cilino (Sla gy (o0 b
S 8 5 (§ylel digad a3l 42l gy gyl sl 0023 ot paass g0y 1S
Moo slads 4 6 )8 B sl ple 0 ) sl 5,50

S s AN
By SN .

Syl Oy Jglie basdl oy b cieno basdl gy 3] (8 pole laraisly s 5)
B g 90 olodil o Jloads] (Jloail ( Joas ol s ozmon (il LB )5 (o0,08)
ol 008 Ol

) Graels salox 31 SIS (S )3 055 9ol ol sl g o Slate Lo
m¢wj1 (VY 2y (Sl A &235) (VY i) (aial) 535 401 g o53) o1+
ANVASIYD VEYY gls olep) sl oads Gl (e3)lge )3 (Y ielid) (85 Ko (0

1le 294 g0 000 ClalS" S 535k g glg i 039}51 B s (ol basdl gy 45 b
Saillg) 5 (VFD silyel) (i@l 515 25 )BL.., (0 i) (DLl ) 1523 4Dl
(5287 DNAYA o) (FY sby3) (ol Blas

syl Wl sl sdaliiio LB 35 500 B oty B> S (3l b Il 0asl8
el ) (el 30 338 6 (KB HIBE) 15 alog s sl abogyyo slig oY sloa el
ST b o S (VY por06) (s b S Olsas £ G5535) 5 (Y
(Y)Y

Bl sl ol 3 bl s ) B 13 55 JLail 5 JLl laaiges
LEY DVEVA ((g9380) Camsl a8l 3905 o) Silo g «911/91 uln 4@”/& ul» ‘«,le/,vJ &b ‘((Lon.a



A sl ool g 9l 5 2 | . 5] 0 50 o lisilast 5 loxin b s ulni

L) (gyliSakass yoebs 3 i )3 SLlS (S 3)5 0 il B g9 90 gleiil oaels

oy ko (il 63,5 o w2l )3 1) piine OB Min b 90 IS 4T il 0395 (514365 &y o[ plxe]

448 (V1 18 3) (LU Sy ’f Es u)_\.ﬂ Al |9i;.§§) 2 (@ Hads (e dalS
LAY 57+ A sy lepd) o 039 (0 5 (0L il g3 lSel Con

whibs g lualp .Y

2 St asld sl Josen Sliso i (g JLopbly (s Sloin L) (os)lominlydn g Mool
oMol ) (VFED/N VYV ingl) ol (Gylaie 3 b oyl Cllas g i (35
2 b ) Bl o aliingly 3 ol (b0l 28 5 0yt (aliinol) oyl 43,5
DTAD I5) 3¢5 Caley )by Bylate g g0le Cilwlio (1] )3 45 395 0 Ml Sb3 5,8 64
|y 3] oy T a5 Lixo £ oo oty 45 Il b o (sloasdly 5] pogio ool (OF-
Laocd) 635 o0 (cuyp Jool (o (bl ) Sew g dtiaidls oo jline O 5l Jgie (299
(YVY AYYvY

S 5)lmi a5l (S3amte lgl 4y 93 2989 03> 4y a2 g3 b S0 )i by 5] Sl
Tmlishs 5" liigly 5 To)liby el 7 Sley K (Soms Tkl T ygnn L sl

—

. Phonetic deviation.

. Syntactic/ grammatical deeviation.
. Morphological deviation.

. Deviation of register.

. Archaism.

. Lexical deviation.

. Graphological Deviation.

. Phonological deviation.
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. Graphological deviation.
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1. Vehicle.

. Tenor.

. Ground.

. Metaphor-based knowledge.
. Orientational metaphors.

. Structural metaphors.

. Ontological metaphors.
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. Image metaphors.
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