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Abstract

One of the significant issues in the history of Qur’anic readings is the
examination of the second caliph’s role in the development and proliferation
of variant qira’at. Numerous historical and hadith sources report that “‘Umar
ibn al-Khattab was involved in several controversies related to Qur’anic
recitation, including disputes with other Companions over correct reading
forms. This study is based on the central hypothesis that ‘Umar, with the intent
of drawing the public’s attention to the Qur’an and diverting focus from
theological and political debates, adopted specific policies that led to the
promotion and expansion of variant readings during his reign.

Using a descriptive-analytical methodology, this research investigates
historical and hadith sources from both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions to elucidate
‘Umar’s influence on the science of qira’at. The findings reveal that ‘Umar
played a decisive role in four key areas: (1) Establishing a formal class of
professional Qur’anic reciters (qurra’), whom he appointed to judicial,
administrative, and educational positions - such as Ibn Mas‘id in Kiifa, Abi
Miisa al-Ash‘arT in Basra, and Zayd ibn Thabit in Medina - while allocating
state stipends to them. This institutionalization of reciters served political
ends, including diverting attention from contentious issues of succession and
theological dispute. (2) His presence in the isnads of early reciters such as
Nafi® al-Madani, Abii ‘Amr al-BasrT, and al-Kisa’1 suggests an effort to link
certain recitations to a prominent Companion and thereby reinforce their
authority. (3) His personal readings, which often reflected political, sectarian,
or jurisprudential motives, contributed to a more human-influenced trajectory
in the evolution of qira’at. Notable examples include his recitation of Q. 9:100
(“wa-1-Ansar”) to emphasize the superiority of Qurayshi Muhajirtin over the
Ansar, and his alteration of Q. 13:43 to disassociate the verse from ‘Alf ibn
Ab1 Talib. (4) He played a central role in propagating the hadith al-sab‘at ahruf
(the Seven Modes) and promoting the theory of Qur’anic alteration (tahrif).
Some of these reports - such as the narration with Hisham ibn Hakim - may
have been fabricated during his caliphate to legitimize growing differences in
recitation. His assertion that verses like the “Stoning Verse” (ayat al-rajm)
were once part of the Qur’an further reinforced his influence on later naskh
al-tilawah (abrogation of recitation) theories within Sunni theology.

In conclusion, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was a pivotal figure in shaping the
discourse and practice of Qur’anic readings in the early Islamic period. His
promotion of Qur’an-centric piety through the slogan “sufficient for us is the
Book of God,” combined with his suppression of hadith transmission, created
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a vacuum filled by state-sanctioned reciters. His personal recitations and
narrative control - often driven by political and sectarian considerations -
demonstrate the extent to which human agendas influenced the formation of
qira’at. The later unification of the mushaf under ‘Uthman sought to
counteract this multiplicity, but the legacy of early variation remained.
Ultimately, ‘Umar’s contribution to the theory of tahrif had lasting
repercussions for Islamic theological discourse and Qur’anic sciences.
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