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Objective: Variations in the recitation of the Qur'an were
already present during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), as evidenced by reports in Sunni sources.
This study aims to examine how the Prophet and his
Companions dealt with such differences, in order to shed light
on aspects of the Prophetic practice (sira) and Qur’anic
history, and to provide contemporary Muslims with guidance
on addressing recitational differences today.

Method: The research adopts a descriptive—analytical
apfg%roach, based on library resources. First, reports concerning
differences in Qur’anic recitation during the Prophet’s lifetime
were collected from authoritative Sunni hadith and Qur’anic
historiographical sources. These reports were then analyzed
using historical methods and reliable Qur’anic sources, with
particular attention to the causes of such differences and the
Prophet’s responses to them.

Results: The findings indicate that recitational differences in the
Prophet’s era were natural and unavoidable. Most disputes
among the Companions were resolved amicably, but in more
serious cases, they turned directly to the Prophet. The Prophet
typically affirmed both readings, urging the Companions to
avoid unnecessary disputes and focus on recitation. In rare
cases—such as disagreement over the number of verses in Siirat
al-Ahqaf—the Prophet expressed anger, likely due to the
triviality of the issue and the Companions’ preoccupation with
minor differences. Furthermore, the Companions usually
referred first to Qur’an teachers like Ibn Mas‘tid, Ubayy ibn
Ka'b, and Zayd ibn Thabit, turning to the Prophet only when
disagreements persisted, which reflects the Prophet’s oversight
of Qur’anic instruction.

Conclusions: Qur’anic recitational differences during the
Prophet’s lifetime were natural, and his approach was to
prevent such differences from becoming a cause of division.
The Prophet only expressed displeasure at disputes over minor
details, while generally affirming multiple recitations and
encouraging unity through the practice of recitation. This
Prophetic model provides a constructive framework for
Muslims today in addressing recitational differences and
avoiding unnecessary conflict.
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Introduction

Differences in Qur’anic recitation are among the significant issues in the
historiography of the Qur’an, with their roots traceable to the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) own time. Numerous Sunni narrations indicate that the
Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) experienced disagreements over the
manner of reciting the Qur’an during his lifetime. This study aims to examine
how the Prophet and his Companions interacted with such differences. The
importance of this inquiry lies in its potential to uncover new dimensions of
the Prophetic practice (sirah) and the historical development of the Qur’an, as
well as to offer guidance for contemporary Muslims in dealing with diverse
recitational traditions.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-
based sources. Initially, narrations related to recitational differences during the
Prophet’s lifetime were collected from authoritative Sunni sources and
Qur’anic historiographies. These reports were then analyzed from various
angles to identify how the Prophet and his Companions dealt with these
disagreements. Historical principles and reliable Qur’anic sources were
utilized in the analysis, with particular attention to the causes behind such
variations and the Prophet’s response to them.

Findings

The findings of the study confirm that differences in Qur’anic recitation
during the Prophet’s time were natural and undeniable. In most cases, these
differences were resolved peacefully among the Companions without conflict.
However, in some notable instances, intense disagreements led Companions
to consult the Prophet directly. For example, some narrations describe disputes
such as the one between ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and Hisham ibn Hakim, which
escalated to the point of confrontation, resulting in them being brought before
the Prophet (PBUH). In such cases, the Prophet would affirm both recitations
and advise the Companions to refrain from fruitless disputes, encouraging
them instead to focus on the recitation of the Qur’an itself.

However, in a specific case involving a disagreement over the number of
verses in Siirat al-Ahqaf, the Prophet expressed anger and displeasure. This
reaction may have stemmed from the Companions' undue focus on minor,
non-essential issues. Despite this instance, the Prophet generally welcomed
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recitational diversity and sought to resolve differences in a calm and
conciliatory manner.

Another noteworthy finding is the procedure the Companions followed
when facing such differences. They would initially consult prominent teachers
of the Qur’an, such as Ibn Mas‘td, Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, and Zayd ibn Thabit.
Only when these efforts failed would they turn to the Prophet (PBUH). This
sequence reflects the Prophet’s structured oversight over the learning and
teaching of the Qur’an within the early Muslim community.

Conclusion

Differences in Qur’anic recitation during the Prophet’s (PBUH) lifetime
were entirely natural and should not be regarded as post-Prophetic
phenomena. Rather than rejecting varying recitations or fostering discord, the
Prophet consistently encouraged unity and placed emphasis on the spiritual
act of recitation itself. His anger was reserved only for instances where
disagreements revolved around trivial matters such as the exact number of
verses in a strah.

The Prophet’s approach highlights the principle that such differences
should not become a cause for division among Muslims. Instead, Muslims
must approach them with a spirit of mutual understanding, grounded in the
shared message of the Qur’an. The outcomes of this study can provide
contemporary Muslims with practical insights for engaging with recitational
differences and offer a model for resolving Qur’anic disputes. Moreover, the
emphasis on consulting qualified Qur’anic teachers before escalating issues to
higher authorities stands out as a valuable and practical lesson from early
Islamic history.
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