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probativity

Objective: This article examines how Fayd Kashant employs Qur’anic
reacil. nésn ira’at) in his Tafstr al-Safi. Bu]iding adata-driven %'ggégﬁqy, it
identifies the criteria by which read]ngﬁs are deemed valid and fraces their
nterpretive oonse({uences We oom%ded acoded corpus of all loci in al-
Safi where varian readmtgs are cited or evaluated (1,160 mstan(_:gf,
class@ln% each by type of variation (phoneti hic, morphological-
syntactic, lexical-semantic) and by mode of use (mere reporting; explicit
preference or selection; legal-theological deployment).

‘We operationalized Fayd’s criteria of authority, including the source of
transmission, conformity to the ‘Uthmanic rasm, grammatical
correctness, coherence with context, degree of notoriety, and doctrinal
compatibility, and we examined how these criteria, mteract when
readings compete. The framework also clarifies the distinction between
ta’'wil and tanzl, and treats the HafS ‘an “Asim model as a practical
baseline—rather than a normative lock.

Findings show that most reports of readings in al-Safi are descriptive
lists, yet a substantial portion involves principled choices, and a smaller
subsét mobilizes readings to sgpglﬂt 1e§al or doctrinal claims. Although
Haf$ often_functions as the default, Fayd at times prefers non-Haf3
Ieadin%s when they satisfy natical rules, the rasm, or contextual
semanfics. The oftrepeated claim that no reading is absolutely
mutawatir is refined by articulating a real hierarchy that balances genuine
plurality with circumscribed ijtihad.

Methodolglgicall , the sw(%/ sets out comprehensive, testable roles for
qira‘at in al-Safi and clarifies terminological ambiguities surrounding
mutawatir'shadh and ta'wiltanzil. Substantively, it shows how the
selection of readings can meanin reshape exegetical outcomes in

ofully
law (e.g., ritual purity) and doctrine (e.2., interpretations pertaining to the
Imar(nﬁe). We%o tc%?lde that Faydgs %se é?%e readings is a blend of
transmitted auﬂlor]c‘?/ and selective preference—an approach that
crystallizes a Safavid method of reading; tladltlon—c_:enterg& meticulous,
and consequential within Imami exegesis and studies of qira’at.
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Introduction

This article maps how Fayd Kashani deploys Qur’anic qira’at in his
Safavid-era Tafsir al-Safi and tests frequent claims about his method. It argues
that variant readings are not marginal glosses but structural levers that
constrain grammatical analysis, open or close semantic pathways, and
sometimes underwrite legal or doctrinal argument. Against secondary
assumptions that a rigid Hafs ‘an ‘Asim baseline governs the work or that
Fayd merely lists differences without judgment, the study builds a complete,
verifiable dataset of all places in a/-Safi where qira’at are reported or evaluated
(1,160 loci). It articulates a clear typology of differences and a spectrum of
uses that range from neutral reporting to principled textual preference and, at
the far end, directed deployment for figh or ‘aqida. A key analytic distinction
is drawn between tanzil (the canonical textual form bounded by rasm and
language) and ta 'wil (interpretive supplementation); Hafs functions as a
practical baseline rather than a locked norm. The article’s thesis is that Fayd
embodies a “regulated pluralism”: he preserves intra-canonical variety, prefers
selectively on grammatical/ contextual grounds, and only in high-stakes sites
lets Imami doctrine settle outcomes—while consistently flagging shadh or
purely ta’wili material as interpretive witnesses rather than alternative text.

Methodology

The authors compile a coded corpus of all 1,160 loci in al-Safi that mention
or evaluate a variant reading. Each locus is coded on two axes. Axis 1 (type
of difference): (a) phonographic/orthographic—script, vocalization, hamza
placement, imala, idgham—typically low semantic impact; (b) morpho-
syntactic—case, mood/voice, person/number/gender, pronominal reference—
often medium impact; (c) lexical-semantic—different lexemes or verbal
roots—highest impact potential. Axis 2 (mode of use): (1) report only (neutral
listing); (2) linguistic gloss (brief explanation); (3) textual preference (explicit
or implicit choice within the canonical set); (4) legal-theological deployment
(reading used to support a ruling or doctrine); alongside two recurrent sub-
modes: (5) reinforcement via Ahl al-Bayt readings as interpretive keys; (6)
shadh/ta’wil readings marked as non-canonical witnesses. To explain
preferences, the study operationalizes “validity criteria” distilled from the
qira’at handbooks (al-Dani, Ibn al-Jazar) and Fayd’s own signals: conformity
to the ‘Uthmanic rasm, sound ‘arabiyya (grammar/usage), reliable
transmission or mashhiiriyya, coherence with siyag (local and discourse
context), clarity/eloquence (unforced baldgha), and—where legal stakes
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arise—doctrinal/figh alignment with Imami reports. The framework also
standardizes terms (mutawatir/mashhtr/shadh) and rigorously separates ta ‘wil
from tanzil. Source ecology is made explicit: heavy reliance on al-Baydawi
for grammar and distributional notes, and on Imami hadith for doctrinal
framing; Hafs is treated as a widely taught baseline rather than a normative
lock.

Findings

Overall profile. The distribution skews toward descriptive reporting and
brief linguistic clarification, consistent with a/-Safi’s narrativist/riway1
character. Yet a meaningful subset exhibits principled textual preference, and
a smaller subset mobilizes readings for legal or doctrinal argument. Within the
canonical set, rasm and grammar define the admissible space; siyag, clarity,
and unforced eloquence break ties, with mashhiiriyya (prevalent teaching)
sometimes functioning as a secondary tiebreaker.

Textual preference. Fayd prefers among admissible options on
grammatical and contextual grounds. A central case is Q 6:57 (“yaqussu al-
haqq” vs “vaqdrt bil-haqq”): both are recorded in the tradition, but he favors
yvaqdr to foreground the verse’s judicial thrust while still reporting yaqussu.
Similar morpho-syntactic clusters (e.g., Q 3:39 fanadat-hu/fandda-hu; 3:81
lama/lima with ataytukum/ataynakum; 3:124 munzalin/munazzalin) are sifted
with reference to al-Baydawi, Tabarasi, and the qira’at manuals, privileging
readings that smooth pronominal reference and discourse flow.

Legal-theological use. Where readings bear on rulings, doctrinal
alignment is decisive—within canonical constraints. The classic example is Q
5:6 (wud’): arjulikum (nasb) vs arjulikum (jarr). Fayd upholds jarr as the
correct Imami reading (implying mash of the feet) and argues that even under
nasgb, syntactic analysis (‘atf ‘ala al-mahall) sustains the same ruling. In Q
2:222, preferring the lighter form yathur-na over yatatahhar-na aligns the
permissibility threshold with Imami reports; in Q 2:184, discussion of
yutiguna-hu/yutawwaqina-hu  preserves non-abrogated dispensations
(pregnant/nursing/elderly), with shadh testimony serving as interpretive
support rather than textual replacement.

Ahl al-Bayt and shadh material. A salient practice is to cite Ahl al-Bayt
readings—e.g., Q 33:6 (“wa-huwa abun lahum” alongside “azwajuhu
ummahdatuhum”)—as hermeneutic keys fortifying themes such as the
Prophet’s paternal authority, without claiming they alter the canonical text.
Conversely, shadh readings and historical alternatives (e.g., Q 30:2-3
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ghulibat/ghalabat v sayaghlibin/sayuglabin; Q 33:37
zawwajnaha/zawwajtuka-hd) are preserved as interpretive witnesses and
historical memory but explicitly withheld from canonical normalization.

Regulated pluralism. The cumulative pattern is a disciplined equilibrium:
(1) broad reporting of canonical variety; (2) selective preference driven by
grammar and siydq; (3) doctrinal settlement in high-stakes legal contexts; (4)
strict boundary-keeping between tanzil and ta ‘'wil. This reframes the cliché
that “no reading is absolutely mutawatir” as a mapped hierarchy balancing
authentic plurality with restrained ijtihad. The typology offers reproducible
categories and invites quantification of frequencies and co-occurrence of
criteria.

Conclusion

Tafsir al-Safi emerges as a qira at-literate Imam1 exegesis that fuses
classical constraints with purposive interpretation. Fayd collects widely,
prefers cautiously on grammatical and contextual grounds, legislates where
legal stakes require it, and consistently polices the fanzil/ta 'wil boundary.
Methodologically, the article contributes a replicable coding frame—type of
difference x mode of use x validity criteria—that clarifies how canonical
plurality becomes precise exegesis. Substantively, it shows how choices
among admissible readings materially shape figh (e.g., wudii’, menstruation)
and doctrine (e.g., prophetic/Imami authority) while keeping shadh material
in its proper, non-textual role. The study closes by noting limits (need for fuller
quantitative tables and inter-coder checks) and by calling for comparative and
computational extensions across Sunni and Shi‘T tafsir to test how regulated
pluralism plays out beyond a/-Safi.
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