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Objective: This study aims to provide a comparative analysis of
the views of Ayatollah Abu al-Qasim al-Khti'T and Jalal al-Dm al-
SuyttT on the issue of tawatur (mass transmission) of Qur’anic
readings. The significance lies in the fact that the acceptance or
rejection of the tawatur of the Seven and Ten Readings directly
affects Qur’anic interpretation, jurisprudence, and pedagogy.
Method: The research employed a descriptive-analytical
proach based on library sources. The opinions of al-Khii T and
-Suyiifi on tawatur were first collected and then examined
comparatively, with attention to their criteria and arguments for
the authenticity of the readings.

Results: The findings indicate that both scholars reject the
absolute tawatur of all Qur’anic readings. Al-Khii'1 explicitly
argues that no readings have been transmitted mutawatir from
the PrO]i)het (PBUH), and that most are the result of qurra’’s
personal reasoning or solitary reports. He stresses the distinction
between the tawatur of the Qur’anic text itself and the lack of
tawatur in the variant readings. In contrast, al-Suytti considers
the Seven Readings (and, to a lesser degree, the Ten) to be
mutawatir, but only if they conform to Arabic grammatical
rules, correspond with the ‘Uthmanic codices, and possess
reliable transmission chains. Otherwise, they are classified as
anomalous or weak.

Conclusions: The comparative analysis reveals that while both
scholars agree on rejecting absolute tawatur of all readings, they
employ different criteria for validating them. Al-Khi'T relies
primarily on principles of ijtihad and solitary transmission,
whereas al-SuyiitT emphasizes conformity with the ‘Uthmanic
codices and Arabic linguistic norms. These differing approaches
highlight the need for a re-examination of the criteria of
authenticity in Qur’anic readings and contribute to resolving
scholarly debates on this issue.
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Introduction

The issue of the tawatur (mass transmission) of Qur’anic readings (qira’at)
constitutes one of the central debates in Qur’anic studies. The subject holds
particular importance due to the critical role that variant readings play in
Qur’anic interpretation (tafsir), jurisprudence (figh), and Qur’anic pedagogy.
Of particular interest are the Seven (sab‘ah) and Ten (‘ashrah) canonical
readings, which are commonly classified as mutawatir (mass-transmitted) and
have garnered significant scholarly attention throughout Islamic history. In
this context, the divergent views of two prominent scholars - Ayatollah Abtu
al-Qasim al-Khii'T and Jalal al-Din al-Suyitt - present a fertile ground for
comparative analysis. This study aims to examine and contrast their respective
positions on the tawatur of Qur’anic readings, and to analyze the
methodological and evidentiary bases each offers for affirming or rejecting
tawatur in this domain.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on library
sources. It first compiles and synthesizes the views of al-Khii'T and al-Suyitt
concerning the tawatur of Qur’anic readings, then undertakes a comparative
analysis of these perspectives from multiple angles. Data have been extracted
from primary and authoritative sources in Qur’anic sciences, exegetical
literature, and qira’at studies. The study aims to offer a critical and scholarly
examination of these viewpoints and assess their implications across the
broader spectrum of Qur’anic sciences.

Findings

The findings reveal that both scholars, despite their differing theological
backgrounds, reject the notion of absolute or universal tawatur for all Qur’anic
readings. Ayatollah al-Khii'1 categorically denies the tawatur of Qur’anic
readings in general, asserting that many readings have been transmitted
through isolated reports (khabar al-wahid) or reflect the juristic reasoning
(ijtihad) of individual reciters. He maintains that arguments commonly
advanced to support tawatur pertain solely to the Qur’anic text (nass) itself,
not to its variant readings. Furthermore, he emphasizes that no hadtth or report
reliably demonstrates that variant readings were transmitted from the Prophet
Muhammad (s) in a mutawatir fashion.

In contrast, al-Suyutt, while affirming the tawatur of the Seven and Ten
readings, introduces specific criteria for deeming a reading valid. According
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to him, a reading must (1) conform to Arabic linguistic norms, (2) be
consistent with one of the “Uthmanic codices, and (3) possess a sound chain
of transmission. If a reading fails to meet these conditions, it is to be classified
as shadhdh (irregular) or weak. Al-Suyt1 therefore upholds tawatur for certain
readings but under clearly defined linguistic and textual parameters.

This comparative analysis demonstrates that both scholars ultimately reject
universal tawatur, yet they differ in the criteria they use to validate individual
readings. Al-Khii'T emphasizes the authority of juristic reasoning and the non-
epistemic value of solitary reports, while al-Suytt privileges alignment with
the ‘Uthmanic codices and conformity to Arabic grammar.

Conclusion

A comparative study of the perspectives of al-Khii'1 and al-SuytitT on the
tawatur of Qur’anic readings reveals distinct methodological approaches. Al-
Khii'1 categorically rejects the tawatur of the Seven readings and contends that
most readings are either the result of independent juristic effort or based on
isolated reports. He stresses the importance of distinguishing between the
tawatur of the Qur’anic text itself and the tawatur of its variant readings - the
former being established, while the latter remains unproven.

Al-Suyiiti, on the other hand, does affirm the tawatur of select readings but
imposes stringent conditions, notably their agreement with Arabic grammar
and the canonical codices. These divergent viewpoints highlight the need to
critically re-examine the standards used to determine the authenticity of
Qur’anic readings and to distinguish clearly between the transmission of the
Qur’anic text and the transmission of its various modes of recitation.

Ultimately, this study suggests that resolving ongoing debates about the
tawatur of Qur’anic readings requires a rigorous reassessment of the
epistemological foundations of qira’at validation. It further emphasizes the
need for continued scholarly inquiry to establish more precise and
methodologically robust criteria for evaluating the authenticity of Qur’anic
readings. These insights can contribute meaningfully to Qur’anic pedagogy,
exegesis, and the broader field of Islamic textual studies.
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