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The Safavid era is considered one of the most significant periods
in Iranian history, as the Safavids, after centuries, succeeded in
freeing Iran from foreign domination and establishing national
unity. The establishment of a centralized, independent, and
comprehensive state, alongside the formal recognition of
Shi‘ism, strengthened cultural cohesion and contributed to the
revival of Iranian identity. Literature provides the broadest lens
through which the essential elements and components of a
nation’s identity can be discerned. This study aims to identify
the name, concept, and Iranian identity, along with its elements
and components, in the Divan of Saeb Tabrizi. The findings
indicate that Saeb’s poetry is rich with themes and concepts of
Iran and Iranian national identity, to the extent that his works
can be considered a mirror of Iranian society during the Safavid
era. Through eloguent and fluent expression, Saeb was able to
reflect Iran and the concept of Iran—or, in other words, the
components of Iranian national identity—which essentially
constitute the structure of the Iranian—Islamic society of the
Safavid period. This study employs a case study approach with a
descriptive—analytical method, using a historical perspective and
relying on library-based sources.
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