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The interpretation of religious texts has long been a subject
within the Islamic intellectual tradition. Religious intellectuals
such as Mohammad Mojtahed Shabestari are among the
pioneers who, through acquaintance with European views on
hermeneutics, have sought to localize this method and apply
it to understanding Islamic texts. Like many religious
modernists, Shabestari, when confronted with the tension
between religion and modernity, operates under the
assumption of the primacy and superiority of modern Western
thought, endeavoring to reinterpret and rearticulate religious
propositions in favor of modemity. This study, utilizing a
descriptive-analytical approach and based on documentary
research, seeks to elucidate the issues Shabestari has
addressed under the influence of hermeneutical scholars. It
examines the question: from which thinkers and in what areas
has Shabestari drawn in formulating his hermeneutical ideas?
A reexamination of Shabestari’s thought reveals that he has
been influenced by figures such as Schleiermacher, Paul
Tillich, Rudolf Bultmann, Rudolf Otto, and Gadamer in the
fields of religious text interpretation and related debates. This
article aims to explicate these influences. The results indicate
that Shabestari has drawn upon Schleiermacher regarding
religious experience, Tillich on the concept of faith, Bultmann
in the area of demythologization, Otto concerning the essence
and externals of religion, and Gadamer on the human and
historical nature of sacred texts.
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Problem Statement

The issue of interpreting religious texts has long been addressed in the
Islamic heritage. Religious intellectuals such as Mojtahed Shabestari are
among the pioneers who, through their familiarity with European perspectives
on hermeneutics, have sought to localize this method and apply it to the
understanding of Islamic texts. Like many religious intellectuals, he tries to
reinterpret and reconsider religious propositions in favor of modern credibility
and the prevailing modern notions in the West in the face of the conflict
between religion and modernization. Shabestari, with a reformative view,
believes that engaging with and revisiting religious texts through the lens of
hermeneutics is unavoidable. This research pursues the question of how
Shabestari has drawn from whom and on what issues when presenting
hermeneutic ideas.

Objective

The present study aims to identify the sources of Shabestari's thought
within the hermeneutic theories of Europeans, organized under the following
structures: Initially, after the introduction, key concepts are delineated. Since
examining and analyzing the ideas of thinkers must consider the intellectual,
cultural, and political contexts of their era, a brief depiction of Shabestari’s
intellectual background will be provided. Subsequently, through a concise
reflection on Shabestari's intellectual life, his views and his influence by
European hermeneuticists will be discussed.

Research Method

This research is descriptive-analytical and is conducted using library and
documentary methods. Needed data will be collected through a review of
primary sources (the works of the German hermeneuticists and Shabestari’s
writings) and secondary sources (books, articles, and theses). The data
analysis method will be based on critical analysis, evaluating Shabestari’s
influences.

Findings and Conclusion

An exploration of Shabestari’s thoughts guides the reader to realize that he
has been influenced by Europeans such as Schleiermacher, Paul Tillich,
Rudolf Bultmann, Rudolf Otto, and Hans-Georg Gadamer on the issues of
interpreting religious texts and related subjects. Both Schleiermacher and
Shabestari believe that to understand a text, the interpreter must revitalize the
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author’s experience as the author himself had experienced. Tillich and
Shabestari regard faith as a symbolic understanding of the language of faith
and religion, unraveling its mysteries. According to Shabestari and Bultmann,
due to the basis of religious experience being the essence of religion, the
language of religion is enigmatic, and to comprehend it, one must demystify
it. In Shabestari’s and Otto's thought, there is a continual transcendence from
phenomena to the divine and religious experience, where the essence of
religion is compared to the shell of religion that must be reinterpreted and
redefined concerning contemporary conditions. The commonality between
Gadamer’s and Shabestari’s views is that language and text have a non-human
origin and are historical, indicating Shabestari’s influence from Gadamer. The
scheme presented by Shabestari, influenced by German liberal theology, has
three stances: In the first stance, the traditional view of divine revelation is
rejected, affirming its divinity. In the second stance, interpreting revelation as
a religious experience considers the divine words as human and the religious
experience of the prophet. In the third stance, having construed revelation as
human, it explains its implications, such as historicity and dependence on the
era of the prophet's text. Shabestari's presumption, which he accepts in his first
stance and bases subsequent ideas on, is not accepted based on the Quran.
Numerous verses explicitly declare the Quran to be the divine book and the
revelation recited to the prophet, which He preserves in all stages, and the
prophet has no authority over altering the revelation.
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Gadamer Hans Georger, Truth and Method, Cuntinum, New York: 1994
Scheleiermacher F.D.E, Hermeneutics and Criticism, trans. by Andrew
Bowie, Cambridge University Press: 1998.
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