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Among

John Burton, an English Orientalist, has explored the concept of
abrogation (naskh) in the Qur’an, investigating the factors that led
Mus to adopt this concept. He confends that three primary
factors contributed to the formation of the theory of abrogation:
contradictions among Qur’anic verses, contradictions between the
Qur’an and the Sunna, and the manner in which the Qur’an was
compiled. This study focuses on the contradictions among Qur’anic
verses, while the analysis of other factors requires independent
research, Drawing on Qur’anic verses and certain features of nasikh
(abrogating) and mansukh (abmiate(ti) verses, Burton points to
consistencies among verses as a key factor behind the emergence
of abrogation. Among the features he attributes to such verses are
their lack of thematic continuity, their le%al and prescriptive nature,
and the impact of Muslim scholars encountering these
inconsistencies. He argues that abrogatlonﬁrovgdeda way to resolve
these contradictions within Qur’anic legal rulings. Burfon defines
naskh broadly, viewing it as an umbrella concept encompassing
various theories in Qur anic exegesis, Hadith studies, and Islamic
jurisprudence, asserting that persistent and serious conflicts between
two "anic verses, two Hadith reports, a Hadith and a verse, or
between the Qur’an and Hadith led to the establishment of the rule
of abrogation - operative within the Qur’an, the S and in their
interrelations. Despite his references to exegetical works, Burton’s
analysis suffers from t:s'alﬁ?lﬁcam shottqomm%s,_ such as imprecise
use of the term “contradiction” regarding relations among verses
and rulings, reliance on weak exegeses, neglect of literary nuances
of Qur’anic verses, misapplication of unrelated verses, disregard for
the Intrinsic ethical nature of actions across times or religions, and
failure to consider the gradual revelation process. Consequently, his
arguments lack the necessary scholarly rigor. This study, whil
examining Burton’s views, also engages the perspectives of Muslim
scholars, particularly Ayatollah Ma'rifat, who acknowledge the
possibility of abrogation in the Qur’an, aJmmﬁisto offer a scholarty
response to Burton and to refine and reassess his theories.
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Problem Statement

The Quran and Sunnah, as the two fundamental sources in Islamic
jurisprudence, have always been a focus for Muslim thinkers and jurists.
Among the various theories related to the Quran, the discussion of
“abrogation” holds a special place within Quranic sciences. This issue is
particularly important due to its direct impact on the inference and
understanding of legal rulings. On the other hand, Orientalists have
historically conducted extensive studies regarding the Quran, especially
concerning the topic of abrogation. These studies have often accompanied
questions and doubts aimed at challenging the foundational jurisprudential
and doctrinal beliefs of Muslims. One notable Orientalist in the area of
abrogation is John Burton, an English researcher who has provided numerous
works addressing various dimensions of this theory. In his inquiries, he seeks
to identify the underlying causes that have led Muslims to accept the theory
of abrogation in the Quran, which he believes includes contradictions between
Quranic verses, discrepancies between verses and Sunnah, and the manner of
Quranic compilation. Burton posits that one of the most significant of these
factors is the apparent contradictions among various Quranic verses. It is
argued that such apparent contradictions compel Muslims to resort to the
theory of abrogation to resolve these conflicts. This research primarily focuses
on examining and critiquing Burton's claims concerning contradictions among
Quranic verses, while an investigation of other factors he mentions will
require a separate study.

Objective

It is clear that if Burton's works and perspectives on abrogation are not
critically assessed, they could potentially have detrimental effects on the
foundational principles of legal rulings in light of the rapid dissemination and
accessibility of information in today's world. Therefore, it is essential to
thoroughly examine his works regarding the theory of abrogation in the Quran,
especially his claims about the inconsistency among verses, due to their
contentious nature and the doubts they may raise in people’s minds. The
primary aim of this research is to examine and critique John Burton's
documented evidence and arguments regarding the supposed inconsistencies
among Quranic verses. In doing so, various aspects of Burton's viewpoint will
be analyzed through a comparative and analytical method, identifying its
strengths and weaknesses.
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Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying on library and
documentary research. The necessary data will be gathered through an
investigation of the primary sources of John Burton's books and articles, while
the method of analysis will be based on critical analysis.

Findings and Conclusion:

The findings indicate that in analyzing the contradictions among verses
from Burton's perspective, he cites certain Quranic verses and emphasizes
factors such as the characteristics of abrogating and abrogated verses
(including the lack of content continuity and the presence of legal and
regulatory content). He also refers to other factors, such as trials of human
obedience, the conditions of time and place, and the connection between
abrogation and divine will, pointing to the issue of inconsistencies among
verses as a key reason for the emergence of the theory of abrogation. Burton
believes that abrogation serves as a means to resolve the inconsistencies that
emerge among legal rulings and Quranic verses. He views the rule of
abrogation as a broad term encompassing theories presented in the areas of
exegesis, hadith, and principles of jurisprudence. These theories were
proposed due to serious and ongoing conflicts between two verses, two
hadiths, one hadith and one verse, as well as between the Quran and hadith or
jurisprudence.

One positive aspect of his arguments is his reference to various Quranic
interpretations, providing evidence from these interpretations to support his
claims. However, a primary weakness in his work is the lack of precision in
using the term “contradiction” in the relationships among verses and rulings.
In other words, since the establishment of rulings in Islam has often occurred
gradually and in two phases (the first phase paving the way for the second),
the term “incompatibility” seems to be more precise and appropriate than
“contradiction.” Additionally, seeking support from weak and unreliable
interpretations, failing to consider literary and rhetorical nuances of the verses,
incorrectly citing verses unrelated to the subject at hand, neglecting the
inherent moral values of actions across different periods or religions, failing
to consider the gradual revelation process of verses, and misinterpreting the
correct meanings of verses (for instance, confusing obligatory verses with
emphatic verses) are further weaknesses in Burton’s arguments. In discussing
abrogating and abrogated verses, he only addresses the temporality of the



Quran and Orientalists, 2025, 20 (38) 258

rulings without giving sufficient attention to the interests and implications of
the rulings as well as the time and place of revelation of the verses.

In this research, an effort is made to directly address these issues and
provide well-founded responses to the opinions and thoughts of John Burton,
referencing the views of Muslim scholars and thinkers, particularly
emphasizing the opinions of Ayatollah Ma’refat, who believes in the
possibility of abrogation in the Quran. The goal of this undertaking is to
correct incorrect notions and dispel doubts that may have arisen in people's
minds.
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