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Orientalist studies on the Qur’an and Islam began in the 7th
century CE and continue to this day. One of the most
significant areas of contemporary Orientalist activity is the
compilation of encyclopedias. In recent years, this field has
garnered increasing attention, leading to the production of
numerous new and diverse encyclopedias. Some of these
works remain largely unknown and overlooked even among
scholars of Orientalism, and are, for the first time, translated
and critically examined in this article. Critically analyzing
these encyclopedias is essential for understanding the works
and thought of Orientalists and for laying the groundwork for
more detailed critiques in the future. Accordingly, this study
introduces, critiques, and evaluates five new encyclopedias
authored by Orientalists: three specialized encyclopedias -
Jihad and Conquest in the Islamic World, The Prophet of God:
Muhammad in History, Thought, and Culture, and World
Religions - as well as two general encyclopedias,
Encyclopadia Americana and Encyclopadia Britannica. This
article employs a descriptive-analytical method and is based
on library research. The findings are as follows: (1)
Addressing new topics, using simple language, concise
articles, and briefly discussing Shi‘ism are among the positive
aspects of some of these encyclopedias; (2) However, being
influenced by political and imperialist ideologies and
promoting them, along with presenting incorrect views and
claims regarding Qur’anic and prophetic subjects - such as the
Prophet’s wives, Khadija, the Prophet’s illiteracy, and the
notion of Qur’anic borrowing - are among their major
shortcomings; (3) The excessive reliance on and trust in Sunni
sources for understanding the Qur’an and the Prophet’s
biography, coupled with neglect of Shi‘a sources, constitute
the primary origin of these shortcomings.
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Objective

Research by Orientalists on the Quran and Islam has been ongoing since
the seventh century CE. One of the most significant areas of activity for
Orientalists in contemporary times has been the compilation of encyclopedias.
This topic has increasingly gained attention in recent years, leading to the
emergence of new, diverse, and numerous encyclopedic works in this field.
Some of these works remain unknown or overlooked even among researchers
in the field of Orientalism. This article aims to translate and critically evaluate
these encyclopedias for the first time. Critiquing these encyclopedias is
essential for understanding the works and thoughts of Orientalists and creating
a foundation for detailed critiques in the future. Therefore, this paper seeks to
introduce, critique, and review five new encyclopedias by Orientalists,
including three specialized encyclopedias titled “Conflict and Conquest in the
Islamic World,” “Prophet of God: Muhammad in History, Thought, and
Culture,” and “World Religions,” as well as two general encyclopedias:
“Americana Encyclopedia” and “Encyclopedia Britannica.”

Research Methodology

This article is organized using a descriptive-analytical method and library
research techniques.

Findings

The examination of new encyclopedias by Orientalists reveals that some
of these works possess positive features, such as addressing new and emerging
topics in Islamic studies, using simple and comprehensible prose, concise
article lengths, and a brief overview of Shia Islam. However, these works also
contain numerous content-related deficiencies. Influences from political and
imperialist ideologies and the promotion of incorrect views and claims
regarding Quranic and prophetic topics—including the Prophet's wives,
Khadijah, the Prophet's illiteracy, and alleged derivation of the Quran—are
among the shortcomings of these encyclopedias. An excessive reliance on
Sunni sources for understanding the Quran and the Prophetic tradition, along
with a neglect of Shia sources, is the main source of these shortcomings.

Results

The results of this research show that while some encyclopedias by
Orientalists contain positive and noteworthy innovations, they have also made
serious errors. The major errors present in these encyclopedias stem from an
over-reliance on Sunni sources and a neglect of Shia sources. Therefore, a
scientific and substantiated critique of these works can be an effective step
toward accurately expounding Islamic teachings and addressing prevalent
misconceptions and errors in Orientalist studies.
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