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From the viewpoint of Orientalists, the repetition of stories in the
Qur’an has often been cited as evidence of a lack of coherence and
structural unity within its strahs. In contrast, Muslim scholars
regard this repetition as one of the aspects of the Qur’an’s
rthetorical miracle, serving functions such as eloquence and
rhetorical effectiveness, guidance and moral instruction,
completing narrative images, and demonstrating its miraculous
and inimitable nature. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method, investigates the doubts raised about the
repetition of Qur’anic narratives and critiques Orientalist views in
this regard, with an emphasis on the purposeful design of the
strahs. For this purpose, verses that are the subject of this
challenge are identified, and by reflecting on the views of classical
and contemporary exegetes, tﬁe wisdom behind the repetition of
stories is explored. In this context, the story of Prophet Abraham
(AS) - one of the most frequently repeated narratives in the Qur’an
- is selected and analyzed. Examining the purpose and context of
the verses within each stirah and comparing them with the diverse
aims of the narrative in other stirahs reveals that the primary
objective of repeating stories in the Qur’an is to utilize them in
alignment with the specific objectives of each stirah. The story of
Abraham (AS) was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
at different times, pursuing goals such as calling to monotheism,
warning the polytheists by recounting the fate of past peoples,
consoling the Prophet, relating the history of previous
communities, and arguing against polytheism.
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Problem Statement

One of the prominent characteristics of the Holy Quran is the narration of
the stories of certain divine prophets and their communities. This storytelling,
a part of the rhetorical structure and miraculous expression of the Quran, is
aimed at guidance, education, and elucidation of monotheistic truths. A
noteworthy aspect observed in the stories of the Quran is the repetition of
certain narratives across multiple chapters. Some Orientalists, including
Maurice Bucaille, Theodor Noldeke, Richard Bell, and Montgomery Watt,
regard this as evidence of weakness, fragmentation, lack of coherence and
connectedness, inadequacy in eloquence, derivation from the Bible, and
ultimately, the non-revelatory nature of the Quran. The story of Prophet
Abraham (PBUH) is one such narrative that is recounted in several chapters
of the Quran, including Surah Al-Baqarah, Al-Imran, Al-An'am, Hud,
Ibrahim, Al-Hijr, Maryam, Al-Anbiya, As-Saffat, and Adh-Dhariyat, with
various details and perspectives. For example, Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes
the steadfastness and sincerity of Abraham (PBUH), while in Surah As-Saffat,
the narrative of his sacrifice of his son serves as a symbol of submission to
divine command.

Objective

This research aims to examine the Orientalists' views regarding the alleged
repetitiveness of Quranic stories, particularly the story of Prophet Abraham
(PBUH), while providing critical and appropriate responses to refute these
suspicions.

Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method using library and
software resources. Initially, the authors investigate the Orientalists' claims
regarding the repetition of the story of Abraham (PBUH) and their reasoning.
By studying Quranic sciences, exegesis, and narrative literature, they propose
noteworthy responses.

Findings and Conclusion

Contrary to Orientalist claims, there is no necessary correlation between
the repetition of Quranic stories and the inference of lack of eloquence and
rhetorical skill in the Quran. The repetition of these stories actually serves as
a robust testament to the Quran's eloquence and rhetorical excellence at the
highest level.
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The assertion that the repetition of Quranic stories, particularly that of
Abraham (PBUH), is based on derivation from the Torah and the Gospel and
the non-revelatory nature of the Quran is unacceptable. Significant insights
presented within these Quranic narratives are undoubtedly absent in the
previous scriptures. Additionally, verses containing denunciations of Jews and
the condemnation of the People of the Book signify non-derivation.
Furthermore, certain Orientalists, such as Gerard van der Leeuw and Wilfred
Cantwell Smith, have strongly rejected this idea.

The repetition of the story of Abraham (PBUH) across various chapters of
the Quran is not inherently indicative of lack of coherence and connectedness;
in certain cases, repetition demonstrates integration and harmony.

The story of Abraham (PBUH), recounted in different chapters, reflects the
fourteen stages of his life, containing valuable educational insights that reveal
the eternal, comprehensive, and universal guidance of the Quran.

The repetition of the story of Abraham (PBUH) is based on the different
states and existential dimensions of his character, which are addressed in each
chapter.

The repetition of the story of Abraham (PBUH) should be examined
concerning its various thematic dimensions, each of which requires separate
analysis.
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