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One of the main sources of divergence between indigenous
and Orientalist perspectives lies in the domain of text
interpretation and its linguistic dimensions. This article
focuses on the fundamental question: What are the proper
criteria for referencing religious texts - especially the Qur'an
- in order to avoid discrepancies between indigenous and
Orientalist research outcomes? Referencing and reasoning
based on religious texts, if done without clarification on one
hand and without considering textual validity tests on the
other, may turn these texts into fragile fault lines reflecting
divergent viewpoints, rather than enhancing their
interpretive effectiveness. An analysis of how Qur'anic
verses are cited reveals several key methodological
distinctions: interpretation-centered vs. interpretation-averse
approaches, interrogative-reflective vs. historically adhesive
language, historical-developmental level separation,
purposive vs. fragmentary understanding, and intertextual
vs. metatextual interaction models. These elements
collectively  distinguish indigenous and Orientalist
approaches to Qur'anic exegesis.
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Problem Statement

Essentially, comparing the views of Orientalists and local researchers is a
complex yet straightforward matter. Some attempt to confine this comparison
purely to a polemical space, attributing it to the differing presuppositions of
the parties involved. Others, disregarding all conceivable principles and
philosophies, try to establish a form of authoritarian view for one of the two
sides. What is emphasized most in the present article is attention to the
methods employed in understanding the text. This emphasis stems from the
fact that as long as the basis of a interpretive viewpoint and theory remains
mere conjecture, speculation, or even terms like “truth” and “manifestation”
in local literature (without any attempt to provide the slightest criterion for
proof), one cannot speak of distinguishing between local and Orientalist
boundaries. Local and Orientalist boundaries can only lead to the creation of
potential distinctions and free the distinction from being merely geographical
when attention is paid to the linguistic explanation of the text and methods of
text comprehension. The significant development currently taking place in
both local and Orientalist studies, at best, resembles two parallel lines that will
never intersect. What is necessary to overcome this situation is the formation
of direct dialogues based on text comprehension methods.

Research Method

What is generally intended in this article from a methodological
perspective is attention to the references and arguments made regarding
Quranic texts and verses. One of the methodological drawbacks in both local
and Orientalist research is the fragmentation of the text and the reliance on
fragmented text. In fact, isolated citation of text, without explanation and
interpretation, has always been pregnant with the production of different
viewpoints and opinions, and it seems that in the context of local-Orientalist
interaction, it should be given more attention. In fact, this fundamental
question is the main basis of this article: What are the criteria for referencing
religious texts, especially Quranic verses? A precise answer to this question
will largely reduce the difference in the results of local and Orientalist
discussions. To systematize the process of argumentation and referencing,

attention to the following principles is considered :

- Interpretation-centricity versus interpretation-avoidance
- Intentional-interrogative language versus historical adherence language
- Intertextual interaction model versus extratextual interaction model
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Findings and Conclusion

The most important factor in the parallel activities of local and Orientalist
studies and the lack of synergy is the absence of a common language and
method. In this regard, a kind of Akhbari approach alongside a jurisprudential
approach has cast a shadow on both local and Orientalist spaces. The text of
the Holy Quran, due to its specific kind of generality and generalization,
requires a kind of systematization. Comparing the methodology of local and
Orientalist interpretation in the context of Quranic exegesis yields three clear
results: Firstly, lexical similarities should not be considered the conclusive
meaning in a general conclusion. Secondly, the intertwining of Quranic
language with a kind of accompanying interpretive margin less allows the
Quranic text (like the Old and New Testaments) to be interpreted
independently and without regard to relevant texts (Homily). This issue can
even fundamentally challenge alternative methods of Quranic interpretation,
such as interpretation based on biblical reports — which is of interest to
Orientalists. Thirdly, relying on fragmented text or selective texts is a
drawback that we encounter more in the field of Orientalism.
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