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Qur’anic manuscripts, as a vital part of the cultural and religious
heritage of the Islamic world, occupy a special place in Qur’anic
studies. However, due to wars, naf disasters, and neglect, many
of these manuscripts have been endanglered or lost throughout
history. In this context, Orientalists have played a significant role in
discovering, preserving, and studying these manuscripts, thou
their activifies have consistently sparked debate and criticism.
one hand, their efforts to revive Qur’anic manuscripts are
commendable; on the other, their treatment of the Qur’an primarily
as a historical and cultural text often stands in tension with Islamic
perspectives. This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
using library and archival sources, to critically analyze the role of
Orientalists in revwmd% Qur’anic manuscripts and assess the impact
on codicological studies. The findings reveal that Orientalists, by
uncovering important manuscripts such as the San‘a’ %ahmpsest
and undertaking large-scale dltﬁltlzatlon projects, have substantially
0 DI e l?lklr’amc. heritage. Er_nploying
ada/lapced traslqlentlﬁc t}nlle l?ads i eed Eadmlcarbon da}tllrn]jg an
multispectral imaging, they have helped develop new techmques in
Qur’anic codicology. Profécts such as Corpus Coranicum and the
Berlin Qur’an Project exemplify these achievements, enabling
ﬁllobal access to Qur’anic manuscripts. Nevertheless, these activities
ve also introduced challenges. Some Orientalists approach the
%ur an through Westem presuppositions that may conflict with
S
lin,

contributed to  preservin;

amic viewpoints, | g, for instance, to historical-critical or
guistic claims about alterations in the Qur’an, which have been
strongly contested by Muslim scholars. A(fdltlonally, ethical
concerns over access to manuscripts - such as collecting them
without the consent of rightful custodians - represent a serious issue.
This article, by critically examining the accomplishments and
challenges of Orientalist endeavors, offers recommendations for
future research. These include comparative studies of Orientalist
and Islamic methodologies, analysis of the impact of Orientalist
projects on conte.mporal;yhiQur’am.c scholarship in the Muslim
world, and evaluation of ethical considerations related to manuscript
access. Such research can greatly enhance understanding of the role
of Orientalists in Quranic “studies and foster meaningful
intercultural dialogue.
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Problem Statement

Quranic manuscripts, as part of Islamic cultural and religious heritage, hold
a significant position in Quranic studies. However, many of these manuscripts
have been at risk of destruction throughout history due to wars, natural
disasters, and negligence. In this context, Orientalists have played a pivotal
role in the discovery, preservation, and study of these manuscripts.
Nevertheless, their activities have always been the subject of discussion and
criticism. On one hand, their efforts in preserving and reviving Quranic
manuscripts are commendable; on the other hand, their approaches to the
Quran as a historical and cultural text sometimes conflict with Islamic
perspectives. This paper aims to critically analyze the role of Orientalists in
reviving Quranic manuscripts and examine its impacts on the field of
codicology using a descriptive-analytical method with library and
documentary resources.

Objective

Fewer studies have specifically addressed the role of Orientalists in the
revival of Quranic manuscripts and its impacts on codicology. Some recent
studies, such as Franc¢ois Déroche's research on the Sana’a manuscripts, have
approached this topic but gaps remain in the comprehensive and critical
analysis of this role. This paper seeks to fill this gap by conducting a deeper
examination of the role of Orientalists in this area.

Research Method

This research is of a descriptive-analytical nature and utilizes library and
documentary methods. Necessary data will be collected through examining
primary resources (works of Orientalists, manuscripts, and digitization
projects) and secondary resources (books, articles, and theses). The method of
data analysis will be based on critical analysis, whereby the activities of
Orientalists regarding Quranic manuscripts will be critically examined from
various perspectives.

Findings and Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that Orientalists have played a
significant role in preserving Quranic heritage by discovering important
manuscripts such as the Sana’a manuscript and conducting major digitization
projects. They have contributed to the development of new methods in
Quranic codicology using advanced scientific techniques, such as carbon
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dating and multispectral imaging. Projects like the Corpus Coranicum and the
Berlin Quran project are examples of such achievements that have facilitated
global access to Quranic manuscripts. However, the activities of Orientalists
have also faced challenges. Some of them have approached the study of the
Quran with Western preconceptions, which may conflict with Islamic
perspectives. For instance, the historical and linguistic approaches of some
Orientalists have sometimes led to claims regarding distortion or alterations
in the Quran, which have drawn severe criticism from Islamic scholars.
Additionally, ethical issues regarding access to Quranic manuscripts, such as
collecting manuscripts without the consent of their original owners, pose
further challenges to the activities of Orientalists. This article, through a
critical analysis of these activities, examines the achievements and challenges
faced by Orientalists in contemporary Quranic studies and offers suggestions
for future research. Among these suggestions are comparative studies of the
methodologies between Orientalists and Islamic researchers, analysis of the
impacts of Orientalist activities on contemporary Quranic studies in the
Islamic world, and exploration of ethical issues related to access to Quranic
manuscripts. Such research could contribute to a better understanding of the
role of Orientalists in Quranic studies and strengthen intercultural dialogue.
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