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Researching the credibility of narrators from other schools of
thought has concerned scholars since early times. Some
scholars addressed it within their discussions on the conditions
for accepting a narrator's report, while others dedicated
independent works to it from various perspectives. The
prevailing view among the majority of Shi'a scholars is that
the fundamental condition for relying on a narrator lies in his
integrity (‘adalah) and precision (dabt), regardless of his
sectarian affiliation. As for Ahl al-Sunnah, although their
opinions regarding [narrators from] other than the Shi'a may
vary and generally possess a degree of scholarly rigor and
objectivity, their opinion regarding the Shi'a is negative and
falls outside even this framework. It is this opinion that we
have critiqued in light of scholarly data, utilizing a library
research method by surveying the statements of their scholars,
comparing them, and then critiquing them. The finding was
that their fundamental opinion regarding Shi'a narrations is
non-acceptance, unless necessity (darurah) or interest
(maslahah) dictates acting upon them. The sole reason for
adopting this opinion is that the Shi'a disparage some of the
Companions (Sahaba). It is evident that this claim cannot
serve as proof for rejecting a narrator's report, as it is
essentially known that not all Companions were on the same
level, and thus they, like others, must be subject to critique.
The correct scholarly criterion for evaluating a narrator is
integrity (‘adalah) and precision (dabt), regardless of sectarian
affiliation, except where evidence dictates exclusion, such as
in the case of the Khawarij!
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1. Introduction

The critical examination of narrators from different Islamic sects has been
a central concern for Muslim scholars since the classical period. This research
focuses specifically on the Sunni methodological stance towards accepting or
rejecting narrations transmitted by Shi’a narrators. While the majority Shi’a
position emphasizes the fundamental criteria of a narrator’s justice (‘adalah)
and precision (dabt) irrespective of sectarian affiliation, the Sunni position
exhibits a marked divergence. Sunni scholarship, despite often applying
objective criteria to other non-Sunni groups, maintains a principally negative
and exclusionary stance towards Shi’a narrators, considering their narrations
inadmissible by default.

This study posits that this Sunni position is not based on consistent,
objective scientific principles but is rather influenced by dogmatic theological
presuppositions. The primary reason cited by Sunni scholars for this rejection
is the Shi’a practice of disparaging (sabb) the Companions (Sahabah) of the
Prophet. The article argues that this claim is an insufficient and unscientific
basis for the wholesale rejection of a narrator’s credibility. It contends that the
correct, objective standard for evaluating any Muslim narrator must be justice
and precision alone, unless specific evidence exists to the contrary (as with
the Kharijites). The research aims to deconstruct this Sunni criterion through
a critical, library-based analysis of classical Sunni sources themselves.

2. Methods

This research employs a qualitative, library-based methodology rooted in
descriptive and critical analysis. The approach involves:

-Source Analysis:-A thorough examination of primary Sunni sources in
hadith sciences (‘Ulum al-Hadith) and biographical evaluation (‘Ilm al-Rijal),
including works by key figures such as al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ibn al-Salah,
al-Dhahabi, and al-SuyutT.

-Extrapolation and Comparison: Extracting and collating the various
opinions within Sunni scholarship regarding the acceptance of narrations from

innovators (Mubtadi‘ah) in general, and Shi’a narrators in particular. The
study identifies points of consensus and contradiction among these opinions.

-Conceptual Analysis: Defining critical terminologies such as "Shi’a,"
"Rafidi" (rejector), "ghuld" (extremism), and "Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah"

based on both linguistic and Sunni doctrinal sources to clarify the subject of
discussion.
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-Critical Evaluation: Subjecting the extracted Sunni arguments to internal

critique based on logical consistency and their own documented practices. The
study critically analyzes the doctrine of the absolute collective probity
(‘adalah) of all Companions, which underpins the accusation against the Shi’a,
and scrutinizes the claim that Shi’a universally engage in slandering the
Companions.

3. Findings

The investigation yields several key findings:

-Inconsistent Sunni Standards: Sunni scholarship does not have a unified
position on narrators from other sects. Opinions range from absolute rejection
to conditional acceptance based on whether the narrator is a mere adherent or
an active propagator (da‘7) of his sect, and whether his narration contradicts
his sect’s doctrines.

-Exceptionalism Towards Shi’a: A clear exceptionalism is applied to Shi’a
narrators. While Sunni scholars often find ways to incorporate narrations from
other groups like the Kharijites and Qadarites (citing their sincerity and fear
of lying), they adopt a principled stance of initial rejection towards Shi’a
narrators, only making exceptions due to "necessity" or "interest."

-The Central Role of the Companions: The core reason for this
exceptionalism is the Sunni belief in the absolute and collective probity of all
Companions. Any criticism of any Companion is thus considered a major
innovation (bid‘ah kubra) and a profound moral transgression (fisq), which
irrevocably discredits a narrator’s justice.

-Flawed Underlying Doctrines: The study finds the doctrine of the
collective probity of all Companions to be theologically driven and
unsupported by definitive textual evidence. Qur’anic verses and prophetic
traditions evaluate individuals by their actions, and historical records confirm
conflicts and moral failings among the Companions, necessitating critical
examination like any other group.

-Misrepresentation of Shi’a Practice: The claim that Shi’a universally

engage in slandering the Companions is a misrepresentation. The research
distinguishes between:

- The normative Shi’a position, guided by Imams who forbade vulgar

insult (sabb) and encouraged objective historical criticism.
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-The practice of a minority of extremists.

-The Sunni tendency to label any objective historical criticism or

recounting of well-documented events as "slander."

Practical Contradiction: Despite the official principle of rejection, major
Sunni hadith compilers, including al-Bukhart and Muslim, relied on narrators
whom their own biographers described as "Shi’a" or even "extreme in
Shi’ism" (ghalin f1al-tashayyu ). This practical contradiction exposes the non-
scientific, ideological nature of the formal rejection principle.

4. Conclusions

The study concludes that the Sunni criterion for rejecting Shi’a narrations
is fundamentally flawed and lacks an objective basis. It is primarily a
dogmatic position derived from the doctrine of the Companions' collective
probity and the consequent anathematization of those who criticize them. This
stance is inconsistent with the more nuanced methods Sunni scholars apply to
other non-Sunni groups and is contradicted by their own practical reliance on
certain Shi’a narrators.

The only scientifically and Islamically valid criterion for accepting a
narrator—Sunni or Shi’a—is the established dual condition of justice
(‘adalah) and precision (dabt). Justice should be assessed based on a narrator’s
personal piety, truthfulness, and moral conduct, not his sectarian identity.
Exceptions to this rule must be based on specific, evidence-based reasons,
such as a proven doctrine permitting lying (e.g., some Kharijite groups), not
on generalized theological accusations. Therefore, the Sunni methodological
principle of automatically dismissing Shi’a narrations is untenable and
represents a barrier to a more objective and comprehensive study of Islamic

narrative traditions.
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