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A narration concerning the verse, “To test which of you is
best in deed” (Qur’an, 11:7 and 67:2), has been reported
from Imam al-Sadiqg (peace be upon him) and was cited by
Sheikh al-Kulayni (may God be pleased with him) in the
chagter on sincerity (al-ikhlas) within the Book of Faith and
Disbelief in his work al-Kafl. This narration was selected by
both Sheikh Baha’i (may God be pleased with him) and
Imam Khomeini (may God be pleased with him) for
inclusion in their respective forty hadith collections. Given
the importance of the subject matter of the narration on the
one hand, and the value of examining the methodologies of
these two scholars in ex'?hcati_ng its meanings on the other,
this article investigates the chain of transmission (sanad) an
the text (matn) of the hadith according to the insights
]%rowded by both scholars in their forty hadith collections.

he study employs inductive, descriptive-analytical, and
comparative methodologies. Sheikh Baha’i (may God be
pleased with him) emphasized the issue of sincerity in
intention (ikhlas fT al-niyya) and its necessity for the validity
of an action, while distinguishing between the intention for
reward and certain accompanying factors on the one hand,
and ostentation (riya’) on the other. In contrast, Imam
Khomeini (may God be Fleased with him) stressed the
effectiveness and impact of an action in light of the concept
of ‘correct performance’ élsﬁba), which comprises the
combination of fear of God (Almighty and Exalted) and
sincere intention (niyya sadiqa). He further noted that there
is no necessary correlation between the validity of an action
and its acceptance. Although the various dimensions of this
issue are multifaceted and the opinions of scholars differ
according to their diverse approaches, the insights provided
by these two scholars (may God be pleased with them)
cannot be dismissed in light of established evidence.
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1. Introduction

The article investigates a specific Hadith from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS)
concerning the exegesis of the Qur'anic verse, "That He may test you, which
of you is best indeed" (Q 11:7, 67:2). This tradition, central to discussions on
ethics, jurisprudence (figh), and spirituality in Shia Islam, is found in the
chapter on Sincerity (Ikhlas) within Sheikh al-Kulayni's al-Kafi. Its selection

by both Sheikh Baha'i and Imam Khomeini for their "Arba'in" collections

underscores its significance. The study is motivated by the absence of prior
dedicated research comparing these two scholars' treatments of this Hadith.
The article aims to fill this gap by analyzing their methodologies in accepting
and interpreting the Hadith despite its weak chain of transmission, and by
exploring their nuanced understandings of what constitutes "the best deed."
The authors position this inquiry within broader theological debates on the
relationship between an action's validity, its acceptance by God, and the role
of inner states like intention and sincerity.

2. Methods

The research adopts a multi-faceted methodological framework:
Inductive Method: The study involves a thorough examination of the

primary sources—the "Arba'in"collections of both Sheikh Baha'i and Imam
Khomeini—to extract their direct commentary on the Hadith.
Descriptive-Analytical Method: The content of each scholar's exposition -

is meticulously described, broken down into its constituent arguments, and
analyzed to reveal their underlying theological and philosophical assumptions.

-Comparative Method: The core of the article is a systematic comparison
of the two interpretations. This comparison highlights points of convergence
and divergence in their approaches to the "sanad’, their explication of the
"matn’, their use of supporting evidence, and their ultimate conclusions

regarding the nature of righteous action.

3. Findings
The investigation yielded several key findings:
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3.1. Regarding the Chain of Transmission (Sanad)

Both Sheikh Baha'i and Imam Khomeini cited the Hadith with its full
"isnad” as found in "al-Kafi" (Ali ibn Ibrahim, from his father, from al-Qasim
ibn Muhammad, from al-Mingqari, from Sufyan ibn Uyaynah, from Imam al-
Sadiq). Notably, neither scholar commented on or critiqued the "sanad's"

reliability, despite its known weakness as explicitly stated by later authorities
like Allamah al-Majlisi. The article attributes this silence to their operative
principle of "tolerance in transmitting narrations of virtuous acts" (al-tasamuh

fi adillat al-sunan), a principal Sheikh Baha'i himself discusses in his "Arba'in".

Their acceptance is further justified by the Hadith's consonance with other
established traditions and its ethical and spiritual content, indicating that for
these scholars, the probative value of a Hadith was not solely dependent on its

"sanad” but also on its substantive meaning (matn) and conformity with

broader Islamic principles.

3.2. Regarding the Text (Matn) and its Interpretation

The article identifies a fundamental divergence in the exegetical focus of
the two scholars:

Sheikh Baha'i's Approach: His analysis is predominantly jurisprudential
(fighi) in nature. He focuses intensely on the precise definition of "sincere

intention" (niyyah sadigah) and "pure action" (amal khalis). He engages in a

detailed debate on whether an action performed with the intention of seeking
reward (thawab) or avoiding punishment invalidates the act. He argues that
any motivational compound (ba'ith murakkab) mixing a religious aim with a
worldly desire (e.g., prayer for reward) negates sincere intention, though he
makes a nuanced exception for certain "praiseworthy concomitants" (dawami
rajiha) like seeking health from fasting. He concludes that sincerity is a
prerequisite for the very validity (sihhah) of an act in the sight of God. He
supports his arguments with other Hadiths, notably the "Hadith on the Ranks
of Worship" (worship based on fear, hope, and love) and "The believer's
intention is better than his action."

Imam Khomeini's Approach: His analysis is philosophical and gnostic
(irfani). He shifts the focus from juridical validity to the metaphysical efficacy
and "correctness" (isabah) of an action. For him, the "best deed" is defined by
its transformative impact on the soul. He posits that "correctness" is a
compound of two elements: 1) God-consciousness (Khashyah), which acts as
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the preparatory condition that purifies the soul (the receptacle) and removes
barriers to receiving divine grace, and 2) Sincere Intention (Niyyah Sadiqah),
which is the active, formative force that gives the action its spiritual reality
and its "imaginal form" (al-surah al-malakutiyyah). He starkly distinguishes
between outward validity (sihhah) as judged by jurists and true acceptance
(qabul) by God, stating there is no necessary correlation between the two. He
supports his views with Hadiths like "The Heart that is Sound" (free of all
hidden and apparent polytheism) and "Preserving an action is harder than the
action itself."

3.3. Common Ground and Conclusion

Despite their different approaches, both scholars ultimately converge on
several critical points: the paramount importance of intention, the extreme
difficulty of achieving and maintaining pure sincerity (ikhlas), and the idea that
this inner purity is the true criterion for an action being "best." They both use
the famous maxim "The most virtuous of deeds is the most difficult of them" to
underscore this point. Their conclusions, while rigorous, are presented not as
negating other scholarly opinions but as defining the highest spiritual station of
action, whose acceptance is ultimately a matter of divine grace.

4. Conclusions

The study concludes that:
1. The methodological approaches of Sheikh Baha'i and Imam Khomeini

to Hadith studies extended beyond mere "sanad” criticism, incorporating

considerations of thematic consistency (mutaba'ah) and the ethical utility of
the narrative.

2. Their interpretations of Hadith "al-Isabah" are profoundly shaped by

their intellectual disciplines—figh for Sheikh Baha'i and irfan/philosophy for
Imam Khomeini—Ileading to a difference in focus (validity vs. efficacy) but
not a contradiction in goal.

3. The core theological insight of the Hadith, affirmed by both, is that the
Qur'anic concept of "best indeed" is not a quantitative measure but a qualitative
one, defined by the presence of God-consciousness and sincere intention.

4. The article affirms the complexity of the concept of "ikhlas’,
demonstrating that its definition varies across legal, theological, and spiritual
discourses, yet its necessity as the foundation of righteous action remains a

constant and incontrovertible principle within Islamic thought as articulated
by these two towering figures.
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