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The Role of Interdisciplinary Studies in Teaching
Persian to Non-Persian Speakers*

Sayyed Esmaeil Faraji’
Ph.D. in Persian Language and Literature, Instructor of Persian Language Teaching,
Al-Mustafa International University, Qom, Iran.

Abstract

The diverse transformations within society and the reciprocal
relationship between language and community have made
interdisciplinary collaboration—especially in the modern era—an
undeniable necessity. The rapid growth of technology, the emergence
of complex global challenges, and their reflection within linguistic
structures have further highlighted this need. Meanwhile, traditional
conceptions of language learning have limited the capacity to
effectively respond to these transformations, particularly in the field of
teaching Persian to non-native speakers. Consequently, one of the key
necessities in Persian language instruction for non-Persian speakers,
especially over the past two decades, is the cultivation of
interdisciplinary competencies among both learners and instructors.
This study, based on a descriptive—analytical method and library
research, reviews the role of interdisciplinary studies in higher
education and emphasizes the importance of fostering interdisciplinary
thinking among Persian language learners as a prerequisite for
understanding and appreciating the profound conceptual richness of
Persian language and literature. Furthermore, by exploring and
clarifying the concept of creative learning through a problem-based
approach, the paper underscores the significance of this innovative
educational method—widely adopted in various academic fields—and
highlights its notable absence within the domain of Persian language
teaching to non-native speakers.

Keywords: Persian language teaching, non-Persian speakers, interdisciplinary,
problem-based learning.
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