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Beautiful and purposeful recitation of the Holy Qur’an is one
of the subjects repeatedly emphasized by His Eminence Imam
Khamenei (may his lofty shadow endure). It can be said that
this attention is partly due to the fact that it is one of the most
important ways of building intimacy with the Holy Qur’an in
society and has significant effects on audiences and listeners.
This article, prepared using library sources and online sources
in a descriptive—analytical manner, seeks to review the status
of recitation in the early Islamic era and in the conduct of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them), and then examines His
Eminence’s view regarding the necessities of distinguished
Qur’anic recitation with respect to three topics: the reciters
and those involved in recitation, the act of Qur’an reading
itself, and the listeners. It also addresses subjects such as his
view on differences of readings, beautiful melody, conveying
meanings to listeners, reflective recitation, and other related
issues.
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Introduction

The art and science of Quranic recitation (tilawah) hold a significant place
in Islamic tradition, serving as a primary means of fostering intimacy (uns)
with the divine text and profoundly impacting listeners. This paper
addresses a specific gap in contemporary Quranic scholarship by
meticulously examining the concept of "distinguished recitation" (tilawah
barizeh) as articulated by His Eminence Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei.
While existing literature explores general themes of recitation, melody,
and historical development of gira'at (recitational styles), a systematic
analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei's comprehensive vision—which
integrates spiritual, technical, and communicative dimensions—has been
lacking. This research aims to codify his detailed requirements for a
recitation that is not only aesthetically powerful but also conceptually
effective, thereby bridging the gap between mere vocal performance and
meaningful spiritual communication.

Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, conducting a
close textual analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei's extensive public statements
and addresses on Quranic recitation over many years. The primary sources
are his speeches delivered at various Quranic gatherings, which are
sourced from his official website. The research also utilizes traditional
library and internet-based resources, including classical lexicons (e.g.,
Raghib Isfahani's Mufradat), exegetical works (tafsir), and historical
sources on the sciences of the Quran (‘Uliim al-Qur’an) to provide context
for key terminological distinctions and historical precedents. The analysis
is structured around a tripartite framework derived from his thought: the
reciter, the recitation itself, and the listener.

Findings
The research elucidates a sophisticated and multi-layered model for
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distinguished Quranic recitation. The core findings are organized into
three primary categories:

The Reciter (Qari’/Mugqri’): Ayatollah Khamenei elevates the reciter's
status from a mere performer to a "conveyor of God's message.” This role
demands:

Conceptual Mastery: The reciter must internalize the meanings (mafahim)
of the verses. Recitation without understanding has minimal impact; true
influence stems from the reciter's own faith and comprehension, which is
then transmitted to the audience.

Technical Proficiency: This includes a beautiful voice and appropriate
melody (lahn), used not for show but as a tool to enhance the emotional
and conceptual impact. He cautions against blind imitation and emphasizes
correct application of rules like pause and stop (waqf and ibtida’).

Delivery Technique: The reciter must employ rhetorical emphasis,
strategic repetition of key phrases, and vocal modulation to "embody" and
"visualize" the Quran's meanings for the listener, ensuring the message is
delivered effectively.

The Act of Recitation (Tilawah): The paper clarifies the critical semantic
distinction between tilawah (implying follow-through and action upon the
text) and qira’ah (a more general term for reading). Distinguished
recitation must be:

Purposeful: It should be a means for spiritual transformation, moving from
a peripheral, formal activity to the core of community events.

Accurate and Engaging: It must be strong, correct, and attractive, adhering
to the rules of tajwid.

Contextualized: ldeally accompanied by interpretive translation (tafsiri)
rather than literal translation, facilitating deeper understanding.

Mindful of Qira’at: Ayatollah Khamenei provides a nuanced view on
recitational variants. He approves of the widespread use of the Hafs,
Warsh, and Hamzah styles but discourages the recitation of irregular
(shadhdh) variants or excessive, showy switching between styles for mere
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vocal display, deeming it devoid of spiritual benefit (dhikr).

The Listener (Mustami’): The model places responsibilities on the
audience. Listening (istima’) is framed not as passive entertainment but as
an active, obligatory worship that is a prerequisite for divine mercy (as per
Quran 7:204). Effective listening leads to contemplation (tadabbur),
increased faith, and, ultimately, the practical application of the Quran's
teachings

Conclusion

This study concludes that Ayatollah Khamenei's vision for "distinguished
recitation” is a holistic, integrated system. It successfully merges the
aesthetic tradition of melodic recitation with a profound emphasis on
semantic comprehension and communicative efficacy. His framework
moves beyond technical performance to create a dynamic spiritual practice
that connects the reciter's inner faith with the listener's heart and mind. The
seventeen key points synthesized from his speeches provide a practical
guide for Quranic reciters, educators, and institutions. Ultimately, his
paradigm positions distinguished tilawah as a powerful engine for
promoting widespread public intimacy (uns) with the Quran, which is
essential for navigating the challenges of a materialistic age and fulfilling
the Quran's role as a guiding light for personal and societal development.
This research serves as a foundational resource for further studies on
contemporary Islamic hermeneutics and the application of religious
leadership in promoting Quranic culture.
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