Neo-evolutionary Theory and Its Challenges to the Quranic View of Human Creation
Abstract

The Modern Evolutionary Synthesis or neoevolutionary theory is a reconstructed version of
Darwin's theory of the evolution of species that was presented by some Western scientists
around the middle of the twentieth century. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical
method to critically examine this theory and its challenges to the Quranic view of the origin of
mankind. The findings of the research indicate that the modern version of the evolution of
species shares all the premises and conclusions with Darwin's theory, and the difference
between the two is in the interpretation of the mechanism of species change. According to this
view, changes are not gradual but sudden, but they require a long time to create a new species.
The main reason for the proponents of neoevolutionary theory is the observation of genetic
mutations in some animals and laboratory evidence. Among the experimental drawbacks, in
their view, are the insignificant rate of occurrence of random mutations and the harmfulness of
most mutations. Also, among the three semantic possibilities of coincidence in the statement
of the supporters of this theory, two possibilities are intellectually and philosophically
unacceptable. This view, assuming proof, in its two basic claims, is in clear conflict with the
Quranic view because it emphasizes the two propositions of “the indeterminacy of the first
human" and "the origin of the human species by the accumulation of mutated traits and the
transmission of these traits through inheritance," which are rejected by the Quran. The basic
problem with this theory is that no evidence can be found to support the validity of their claims
in cases of challenge to the Quran, while for solid intellectual and narrative reasons, the Quran
is the word of God and its propositions are supported by validity and truth.

Keywords: Darwin's hypothesis, Neo-evolutionary Theory, Neo-Darwinists, The first human,
Genetic random rutations, Challenge to Neo-evolutionary theory and the Quran.
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