Academic journal of the Jadid Quranic Afkar, Spring & summer2025/ Vol.1, No. 1 Al-Mustafa International University
Sxan 9 ol (e iy 9ol paine

3 0 Lot o) Jloa c¥+¥0 Lo yS auga ygh st S5 AT,8 wan dlas ale ledid Lallall alunall Arals [:’

AN AP ST A

$52) FE (i S

An Analysis of the Strengths and Weaknesses of Scientific
Interpretation of the Quran in the Subcontinent

Syed Mujtaba Akhtar Razavi'

Abstract

The interpretation of the Quran has always been a central focus for
Muslims and even non-Muslims since its revelation, with various
exegetical approaches emerging over time. In the modern era, scientific
interpretation (Tafsir ‘Ilmi) has gained prominence, particularly in light
of scientific advancements. The Indian subcontinent—home to the largest
Muslim population—has played a significant role in Quranic studies, yet
scientific exegesis in this region has received limited scholarly attention.
This article critically examines the strengths and weaknesses of the
scientific interpretation movement in the subcontinent through an
analytical and descriptive methodology, utilizing library resources.
Findings indicate that its strengths include promoting rationality,
expanding exegetical knowledge, defending the Quran, demonstrating
harmony between scripture and science, affirming the Quran’s scientific
miracles, and reinforcing Muslim faith. However, shortcomings arise
from the lack of necessary methodological rigor, such as relying on
unverified scientific theories, prioritizing science over textual context,
imposing extraneous meanings on verses, neglecting linguistic and
contextual nuances, contradicting established prophetic traditions
(Sunnah), diverting from the Quran’s primary purpose of guidance
(Hidayah), and unjustly criticizing classical scholars. The study
underscores the need for a balanced approach to scientific exegesis that
respects both Quranic hermeneutics and empirical science.

Keywords: Quran, Scientific Interpretation (Tafsir ‘Ilmi), Indian
Subcontinent, Weaknesses, Strengths, Benefits, Limitations.
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