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The organized presence of Christian missionaries in Iran dates back to
the Safavid era. However, during the Qajar period, the efforts of
missionaries to play an influential role became more pronounced. This
was an era in which various figures, and even many ordinary
individuals from the West, traveled to Iran, each interacting with
Iranians to achieve their own objectives. During this period, European
politics, culture, civilization, and economy managed to impose
themselves upon the weak Qajar administration. Nevertheless,
Europeans failed in the sphere of religious imposition and did not
achieve success in this regard. This study aims, first, to present the
observations of several travel writers concerning the extent to which
Christian missionaries achieved their objectives in Iran, thereby
providing a general understanding of the conditions influencing the
outcomes of their activities. It then examines the reasons for this
failure, seeking to answer the question: Why were Christian
missionaries in Qajar-era Iran unable to accomplish their goals?
Although they initially seemed to hold optimistic expectations about
Iranians’ inclination toward Christianity, the steadfast religious
adherence of Iranians, coupled with warnings from the ulama, created
an obstacle to the missionaries’ ambitions. This research employs the
data available in the travelogues of Western visitors to Qajar Iran and
applies a descriptive-analytical method to investigate the subject.
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