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Differences Between Indications (Amarat) and Practical Principles
(Usiil ‘Amaliyya), Their Applications, and Challenges !

’Mohammad Isa Danish
Abstract
In the science of Islamic legal theory (Usul al-Figh), the concepts of
indications (amarat) and practical principles (usil ‘amaliyya) serve as
essential tools in the process of deriving religious rulings. Although these
two concepts may appear similar in their application, they possess
fundamental differences in their nature and usage. Indications are
conjectural signs used to establish facts or religious rulings, whereas
practical principles are rules applied in situations of doubt or uncertainty

to determine the religious obligation of an individual .This article aims
to provide a detailed examination of the differences between these two
concepts by first defining and explaining each, followed by a precise
comparison based on jurisprudential and legal theory sources. The study
analyzes the foundations and functions of each concept, exploring their
theoretical and practical differences, the perspectives of various scholars,

and the challenges associated with them. The findings of this article
demonstrate that each concept plays a distinct role in the derivation and
application of religious rulings. Indications are employed to establish
facts and jurisprudential rulings, while practical principles are used to
resolve doubts and uncertainties in religious rulings. These differences
are determined based on specific jurisprudential conditions and issue-
oriented approaches in Islamic jurisprudence. The research also
emphasizes the significance of each concept’s role within the
jurisprudential system and seeks to provide a comprehensive overview
of their interaction in the process of ijtihad (independent reasoning) .
Keywords: Principle, Indications, Practical Principles, Certainty,
Apparent Ruling, Derivation of Rulings
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An Analytical-Critical Review of the Approaches of Muhaqqiq
Na'ini and Muhaqqiq Khu'i on the Authoritativeness of the

Presumption of Continuity of Eternal Non-Existence!

2 Hassan Alikhani

Abstract
The principle of istishab (presumption of continuity), based on what is

presumed, is divided into two types: existential (wujtidi) and non-existential
(‘adami). The presumption of continuity of eternal non-existence (istishab

‘adam azali) is a type of non-existential istishab, and there is disagreement

regarding its authoritativeness. Muhaqqiq Na'ini is among those who deny
its authoritativeness, while Muhaqqiq Khu'i supports its authoritativeness.
The purpose of this study is to examine the approaches of these two scholars
of Islamic legal theory (Usul al-Figh) concerning the authoritativeness of
this type of istisha-b and to critically analyze their positions. The benefit of
this examination lies in determining the permissibility or impermissibility
of applying this practical principle by a jurist in deriving jurisprudential
rulings. Muhaqqiq Na'ini considers this practical principle lacking in
authoritativeness based on two objections, the origin of which lies in
comparing existential attributes (arad wujudi) to non-existential attributes

(arad adami). In contrast, Muhaqqiq Khu'i, deeming this comparison

invalid, supports the authoritativeness of this practical principle. The author
of this study, by critiquing both perspectives, establishes the absolute lack
of authoritativeness of this practical principle, relying on arguments distinct
from those of Muhaqqiq Na'ini. The data presented in this study were
collected through library research, referencing the works on legal theory by
these two scholars. In this research, after explaining the meaning of istisha-b

in linguistic and technical terms and the existing opinions on its
authoritativeness, the claims and arguments of these two scholars are
clarified and subsequently critiqued.

Keywords Existential and Non-Existential Attributes, Positive Principle,
Reliance on General Rulings in Cases of Specific Uncertainty, Existential
and Predicative Non-Existence
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