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Pearl has always been a sought-after commodity in Islamic and non-
Islamic lands, due to their high price and their continuous use among
the ruling and wealthy classes. Its production and trade flourished both
as an economic activity and as a appearance of Muslim civilization,
generating great profits for Muslim fishermen and merchants. The ports
and islands of the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula were
considered the most important centers of pearl mining and trade from
the third and fourth centuries AH until after the Mongol invasion. In
addition to buying and selling pearl domestically, merchants in these
ports exported them to non-Islamic lands, especially regions such as
India, China, and Africa, via sea and land trade routes. These merchants
also played a significant role as intermediaries in the sale of pearls
imported from outside the Islamic world to Islamic ports. In this
research, we aim to collect information such as types of pearls, origins,
destinations and trade routes, medicinal importance, and therapeutic
and industrial applications of pearls, using a descriptive-analytical
method and using historical, geographical, medical, literary, and poetic
texts of Muslims up to the ninth century AH.
We answer these questions:
1- From which areas were the best types of pearls caught and
extracted?
2-What place did pearls have in the economy, trade, and social life
of Muslims?
3-What were the uses and motivations for buying and selling
pearls?
The research findings indicate that pearl, in addition to having
ornamental value and therapeutic applications, have high economic
value and, according to the diversity of pearl and the wide range of
mining centers, have had high export value and commercial
importance.
It is worth noting that the discussion of pearl production and trade has
been examined not only in the eastern lands of the Islamic world, but
also in the ports of lands such as China and India, with which Muslims
had extensive trade relations.
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