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Abstract

In Iran’s criminal policy, the concepts of Moharebeh (waging war against God) and Efsad
fi al-Ardh (corruption on Earth) are utilized as legal tools to counter terrorist threats and
security crimes. Such opinions are especially pertinent when serious risks to social order
and public safety are concerned. Islamic teachings, accordingly, pay great regard to the
necessity of employing forceful response to threats to community security.

However, the complexities involved in criminal offenses and the innovationsin terrorism have
posed great challenges to the administration of justice in Iran. In that sense, it seems that
existing laws and regulations would need to be revised to correspond with contemporary
terrorist threats.The goal of this research is to assess the effectiveness of Iran’s current
laws in addressing contemporary terrorist threats and to examine the need for reform and
modernization of the concepts of Moharebeh and Efsad fi al-Ardh. Furthermore, this study
offers a jurisprudential (Fighi) analysis of these two concepts and provides suggestions for
improving and updating these laws by comparing Iranian legislation with global threats.
The findings resulting from this analytical and descriptive research method indicate that
Iran’s existing laws are ineffective in confronting contemporary terrorist threats, particularly
in the contexts of Moharebeh and Efsad fi al-Ardh. The need to update these laws is made
clear by the complexity of new terrorist offenses and world events. The teachings of
Islam show that the interpretations in existence are not able to deal with new threats like
cybercrimes and transnational terrorism. It is thus recommended to revisit the definitions
and applications of these concepts so that there is better coordination with existing
international legal frameworks.
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