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Abstract

Euthanasia is defined as the act of ending an individual’s life at their own request, carried
out by another person, with the intention of relieving them from unbearable pain or a
terminal illness. Within this context, the physician’s liability is a major issue raised in medical
law and the patient-physician relationship. Due to this relationship, the physician, while
benefiting from their scientific services, also holds certain duties. Negligence in medical
services, whether accidental or intentional, falls into judicial, legal, civil, and criminal liability
categories for the physician.

Upon examining Islamic teachings, Iranian law, and international documents, one can
conclude that, since the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran are based on Islamic principles,
euthanasia is considered a crime. Both active and involuntary passive euthanasia are
deemed intentional homicide (gatl-e amd).

Regarding voluntary active and passive euthanasia with the victim’s consent, certain
ambiguities remain; some scholars consider it intentional homicide, while others do not.
Based on international laws, since the right to life is recognized as the supreme right, it can
be argued that euthanasia is considered a crime. However, some countries have legalized
euthanasia in contradiction to the aforementioned law, despite its conflict with the right to
life stipulated in international documents.

The current research, titled “Criminal Liability of a Physician in Voluntary Death in Iranian Law
and International Documents,” has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.
Keywords: Euthanasia, Criminal Liability, Physician’s Liability, Iranian Law, International
Documents.
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