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The functions of memorizing the Quran in social lifestyle in Imam
Khamenei's thought”

Seyed Hakim Mousavi*, Bager Riyahi Mehr*

Abstract

Memorization of the Holy Qur’an—as a key manifestation of engagement with
the Qur’an—plays a vital role in shaping a lifestyle based on divine teachings and
narrations, thereby enhancing social well-being. According to Islamic texts,
memorization of the Qur’an encompasses various levels, each with distinct
functions in achieving an ideal lifestyle. This study aims to examine the functions
of Qur’anic memorization in social life, grounded in revelatory propositions and
with a specific focus on the views of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Imam Khamenei). The research was conducted using a library-based
method and a descriptive-analytical approach alongside with content analysis.
The findings reveal that the most significant functions of Qur’anic memorization
include: enabling social participation, benefiting from ethical teachings,
strengthening cultural capital, enhancing social interactions, fostering individual
and collective transformation, promoting and institutionalizing Qur’anic culture,
and facilitating practical reform. The results further indicate that mere
memorization of the Qur’anic text—though valuable—does not fully actualize
the comprehensive benefits mentioned in religious sources. Rather, it only affects
certain behavioral components. At higher levels, the memorization of Qur’anic
concepts, in addition to the aforementioned outcomes, positively influences the
knowledge systems of society and paves the way for behavioral changes aligned
with a Qur’an-centered lifestyle.

Keywords: Qur’anic memorization, lifestyle, Imam Khamenei, function.
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