An Analytical Evaluation of Tantawi’s Scientific Interpretation in Al-Jawahir
fi Tafsir al-Qur'an*

Mohammad Sadeq Adeli*

Abstract

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the epistemological view
of the Qur'an as a source of knowledge, particularly in the context of scientific and human
sciences. Within this paradigm, the Qur'an is perceived not only as a book of guidance
but also as a repository of empirical and intellectual knowledge. Tantawi Jawhari is
recognized as a prominent advocate of this perspective. The primary objective of this
research is to critically assess Tantawi's approach in light of Qur’anic logic and principles.
To clarify the theoretical foundations, the study first outlines the arguments of both
proponents and opponents of the scientific exegesis of the Qur'an. The findings reveal
that Tantawi’s perspective on scientific interpretation encompasses three major
dimensions: () Theoretical foundations, including the Qur’an’s correspondence with
nature, the universal scope of its message, its focus on cosmic and human signs (ayat al-
afaq wa al-anfus), and its comprehensive explanatory power. However, these elements,
while notable, do not intrinsically establish the Qur’an as a source of scientific
knowledge. (¥) In terms of substantiation, Tantawi provides arguments to justify the
Qur'an as a source of sciences; yet, upon critical examination, these arguments appear
insufficient and incomplete. (%) The third dimension involves the practical implications
of this interpretive method, which, according to this study, leads to problematic
consequences such as subjective interpretation (tafsir bi al-ra’y), undermining the
Qur’an’s intended purpose. In conclusion, the Qur'an's primary mission is to guide and
nurture humanity on ethical and spiritual grounds. The inclusion of scientific theories and
empirical knowledge does not constitute a core objective of the Qur’an. As such,
attributing specific scientific interpretations to Qur'anic verses risks deviating from the
essence of divine revelation.

Keywords: Tantawi’s perspective; scientific exegesis; interpretive foundations;
implications of scientific tafsir; Al-Jawahir and its role in modern Qur’anic interpretation.
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