Al-Mustafa
International
University ’

Historical Studies of the Islamic World prin 1ssv: s

Online ISSN: 2783-2309

Hi i miu.ac.ir/

Tribal Political Culture and the Underdevelopment of the
Islamic-Political Structure in Afghanistan During

Amanullah Khan’s Era

Seyyed Besmellah Mahdavi '*', Seyyed Abdul Qayoom Sajjadi?
1-PhD in Islamic Civilization History, Islamic History, Sirah, and Civilization Complex, Al-

Mustafa  International

University,

Faculty = member of Khatam  Al-Nabiin

University. Afghanistan. Email: syedbesmellah mahdavi@miu.ac.ir
2- Department of Political Science, Khatam al-Nabiyyin University, Kabul, Afghanistan.
Email: dr.sajjadi@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The political structure during Amanullah Khan’s reign was

Research Article considerably distant from Islamic values and prerequisites in this

Article history: regard. This gap, given his reformist approach and the Islamic character

Received 5 March 2025 of so?i§ty, ppsed a si.gniﬁcant chjclllenge, which is attributable to the

Received in revised form preva}llng trlba.I polltlcal' culture in the country. Th.e central resegrch
2 June 2025 question of this study is: What is the relationship between tribal

Accepted 14 July2025
Available online
27 Septembr 2025

Keywords:

Political Culture,
Underdevelopment,
Political Structure,
Underdevelopment of the
Political Structure,
Inflexibility,
Centralization

political culture and the underdevelopment of Afghanistan’s Islamic-
political structure during Amanullah Khan’s era?

This study aims to investigate this issue using an interpretive analytical
method and document-based data collection (library research), based on
the hypothesis that tribal political culture, as a cognitive driver and
intellectual background for Amanullah Khan and his government
officials, impeded transformation in the rigid political structure. It
restricted the expansion of political participation, the distribution of
power, and the adaptability of the system to new conditions and socio-
political changes, thereby contributing to its inefficiency.

The findings indicate that despite Islamic warnings against centralizing
a politically hereditary (tribal-based) structure, the inflexibility and
dependency of the political system, combined with the tribal political
culture, limited the capacity for reform, change, and revision of
Afghanistan’s political structure during Amanullah Khan’s era and led
to the aforementioned challenges.
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