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Objective: Abu Zayd is one of the contemporary Arab thinkers who paid great attention
to responding to the challenges of the Islamic world today. However, the focus of his
response was on the new Western methods of understanding and interpreting the Quran.
Accordingly, the present article aimed to examine and criticize his theory about the
influence of contemporary culture on understanding and interpreting the Quran.
Method: The method of the article is content analysis and its method is critical.

Results: According to the study, the foundations of the theory include: the need to
distinguish between religion and religious thought, the cultural-geographical context of
the meanings of the Quran; the prophetic experience of revelation and the Quran
expressing the meaning of life, not a book of law. Also, the components of the theory
include: the Quran as a living speech, not a silent text; the need to pay attention to the
horizon outside the text; the need to determine the origin and branch in Quranic
discourses; the variability of Quranic concepts and the need for an open and living
interpretation of the Quran. However, the principles and components mentioned above,
for reasons such as a wrong understanding of religion and religious thought, the
dependence of understanding and interpreting the Quran on the intention of God
Almighty; the Quran as divine revelation; Basing the meaning of life on life, the text and
speech of the Quran being the same, the mistake in determining the main and secondary
rulings, the lack of relativity of the Quranic rulings, and the failure to present the patterns
of the rulings are distorted.

Conclusions: Finally, it must be said that Abu Zayd considers the understanding and
interpretation of the Quran to be based on the culture of the time, while his view is not
correct based on the Quranic, narrational and historical texts, as well as rational reasons.
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Introduction
In the last two centuries, some religious thinkers, mainly Arabic-speaking, founded a movement

in theology that became known as neo-mutazilah. Their goal was to rationally explain revelation
and the law, using the teachings of the modern world in the fields of humanities, epistemology,
and hermeneutics.

Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd al-Masri is one of the most prominent figures of this movement in the
contemporary era. Regardless of anthropological and epistemological foundations, he has
entered the field more objectively and tries to implement Western textual research methods,
indirectly or directly, in his Quranic studies. He believes that the culture of the time plays a
fundamental role in understanding and interpreting the Quran. However, most Muslim scholars
are against such a theory. Therefore, the purpose of the present article is to explain and criticize
his theory in this regard.

Method
The method of the article is content analysis and its method is critical. Accordingly, the authors

have obtained primary sources by studying library and electronic sources. After studying the
main sources, the basic points involved in the subject have been extracted and then analyzed.
The next step is to reach a comprehensive theory from the basic points involved in the subject.
But the most important part of the article is the criticisms that are made of his theory in terms
of its foundations and components. This part is mostly the result of the authors' study; although
in other parts, the views of previous scholars have been used more.

Sampling Procedures
A relatively large number of articles have been written in connection with the explanation and
criticism of Abu Zayd's views; some of these writings are mixed with the views of other neo-
Mu'tazilites such as Arkun and cannot be separated; others are in other fields such as revelation
studies that are not directly related to the discussion of this article. The articles that are more
relevant to the current discussion include:
o A study and criticism of the foundations of Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd in proving the
historicity of the Holy Quran;
o The theory of interpretation and religious reform: A study of Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd's
view on interpretation and its works;
o The Quran as speech, not text; A critique of Abu Zayd's latest view on revelation and the
Quran.
Describe settings and locations where data were collected as well as dates of data collection.
Describe agreements and payments made to participants.
Describe institutional review board agreements, ethical standards met, and safety monitoring.

Results
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Evaluation of the foundations of Abu Zayd's theory on the influence of contemporary culture on
the understanding and interpretation of the Quran

o - Abu Zayd believes that religion is a set of fixed and historical sacred texts, but religious
thought is the same as human ijtihads for understanding and interpreting them; hence, a
distinction should be made between religion and religious thought. However, contrary to
his view, reason and religion should be considered complementary to each other in
deducing religious rulings. In addition, a jurist cannot make inferences independent of the
religious text and without any restrictions.

o - From his point of view, although the text of the Quran is divine; on the other hand, it is
affected by the mechanisms of human culture that are in the form of a humanistic process.
According to this view, the Quran inevitably spoke in the form of the cultural context of
the geography of the time of the revelation of the Quran. Hence, the intention of God
Almighty through the Quran is meaningless.

o - Abu Zayd believes that revelation, meaning divine inspirations, has only a semantic
nature and it is the Prophet (PBUH) who gives it a verbal form. Accordingly, the Quran
is essentially mixed with the culture of the time, but the verses of the Quran do not support
such a view.

o - In his view, the Quran is not a book of laws, but rather a carrier of the meaning of life
that is constantly changing. However, it should be noted that before the meaning of life,
there is something called the basis of life, the meaning of life depends on its choice.
Therefore, if someone bases his life on the belief in monotheism, his law of life will be
based on monotheism, not humanism.

Evaluation of the components of Abu Zayd's theory in the impact of the culture of the time on the
understanding and interpretation of the Quran
o - According to Abu Zayd, the Quran is a discourse, not a text. Therefore, the Quran is
forced to revise not only in the face of the values before its appearance, but also in the
face of its previous values. However, Abu Zayd, without paying attention to the
consequences of this thought, has practically developed the trend of religious pluralism.
o - He thinks that in the case of interacting with the Quran as a "speech", a wide horizon is
opened for society so that Quranic scholars can prescribe appropriate rulings in
accordance with new conditions, while in the method of inference, jurists, while
considering the worldly interests of society and as a result, slightly modifying some
rulings, emphasize the principle of their stability in the circle of their hereafter interests.
o - According to Abu Zayd, Quranic speech in matters of social life is directed at men and
in the field of worship, it is directed at men and women simultaneously. However, in the
Quran, women and men are sometimes common in both the worship and social spheres
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and sometimes distinguished from each other according to gender. Therefore, in the type
of Quranic speech, there is no distinction between worship and social issues.

o - He believes that texts, whether religious or otherwise, are fixed in the spoken sphere;
but they are mobile and changeable in terms of concept. However, according to this idea,
Abu Zayd has taken concepts from the Quran that are not compatible with the text of the
Quran.

o - Abu Zayd believes in an open and free interpretation of the Quran that prescribes
different levels of reading and understanding due to the multiplicity of reciters, the
multiplicity of states of a single reciter. Unfortunately, Abu Zayd does not pay attention
to practical solutions of ijtihad such as considering the manat of ruling.

Discussion
Despite the fact that studies have been written to explain and criticize Abu Zayd's views, the

present article has reached a synthetic theory in terms of paying attention to the element of the
culture of the time and its relationship with the three elements of the nature of revelation, the
historical view of the Quran, and the adoption of a new method of interpretation in its
interpretation. In addition, the present article is innovative in terms of distinguishing between
the foundations of the theory and its components.

Conclusions
In relation to the influence of the culture of the time on the understanding and interpretation of

the Quran, Abu Zayd has adopted four principles: the distinction between religion and religious
thought, the cultural-geographical context of the meanings of the Quran; the prophetic
experience of revelation and the Quran expressing the meaning of life, not a book of law. Also,
the components of the theory include: the Quran as a living speech, not a silent text; the need
to pay attention to the horizon outside the text; the need to determine the origin and branch in
Quranic discourses; the variability of Quranic concepts and the need for an open and living
interpretation of the Quran. However, the principles and components presented above are
distorted for reasons such as a misunderstanding of religion and religious thought, basing the
understanding and interpretation of the Quran on the intention of God Almighty; the Quran is
a divine revelation; basing the meaning of life on life, prescribing pluralism, not paying
attention to the interests of the afterlife, distinguishing between the worshipful and social
spheres of religion, the incompatibility of some concepts understood with the text of the Quran;
and not paying attention to the patterns of ruling.
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