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“Social monotheism™ is regarded as one of the concepts that
contemporary Qur’anic thinkers have addressed within the
field of interdisciplinary studies of the Qur’an and the
sciences. It has been proposed as a new orientation and an
emergent concept in the subjects of Qur’anic exegesis and
Qur’anic sciences. Imam Khamenei (may his authority be
prolonged) is among the thinkers and scholars who have
presented this topic within the framework of social theology,
on the basis of Qur’anic discussions, and have articulated it in
his exegetical thought. Since social monotheism is a complex
concept with multiple dimensions, this article—focusing on
Imam Khamenei’s exegetical ideas—extracts and explicates
the concept of social monotheism through its Qur’anic
components. The methodology and research findings of this
article, which rely on a descriptive—analytical approach and
library-based research, indicate that Imam Khamenei’s
exegetical perspective pays attention to the social form of
belief in divine oneness, in addition to mere mental and
individual belief. They further demonstrate that lordship
monotheism  (tawhid  al-rubtbiyyah) and servitude
monotheism (tawhid al-‘ubtidiyyah) constitute the two
fundamental components of social monotheism. Other
components—such  as  purposiveness of  creation,
responsibility toward the realm of existence and human
society, acce?tance of God’s absolute sovereignty in all
dimensions of individual and social life, directing actions and
emotions toward God, and the social formation of the
remaining clements of religion—are classified under the
category of lordship monotheism. Likewise, other
components—such as the negation of tyrants and their rule,
the necessity of establishing a divine government and system,
the rejection of monopoly and the pursuit of superiority in any
form, and the negation of non-divine theories—are classified
under the category of servitude monotheism. Taken together,
these components present, in a comprehensive and precise
manner, the meaning and nature of social monotheism.
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Statement of the Problem

“Social monotheism” is regarded as one of the concepts that contemporary
Qur’anic thinkers have addressed within the field of interdisciplinary studies
of the Qur’an and the sciences. It has been proposed as a new orientation and
an emergent concept in the subjects of Qur’anic exegesis and Qur’anic
sciences. Imam Khamenei (may his authority be prolonged) is among the
thinkers and scholars who have presented this topic within the framework of
social theology, on the basis of Qur’anic discussions, and articulated it in his
exegetical thought. Since social monotheism is a complex concept with
multiple dimensions, this article—focusing on Imam Khamenei’s exegetical
ideas—derives the concept of social monotheism and explicates it through its
Qur’anic components. The methodology and research findings of this article
rely on a descriptive—analytical approach and library-based research.

Today, scholars of theology and thinkers in the religious sciences,
including theology and Islamic kalam, view doctrinal issues from a new
perspective. This arises from the radical transformations experienced by
modern societies and human lifestyles, the dominance of the social dimension
over the individual dimension of the human being, and the emergence of new
needs, questions, and demands that appear rapidly and in more novel forms
than in the past. In a sense, these heralds increased attention to the social
capacities of religion. The necessity of attending to the dominance of the spirit
of monotheism throughout the entire Qur’an, and to the recurrence of its social
verses, requires addressing the very foundation of social monotheism and
understanding it in Qur’anic terms. Although Muslim thinkers and
sociological theorists neglected this matter, it has received attention from
social reformers in recent decades following the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, among them al-Shahid Mutahhari (may God have mercy on him)
and Imam Khamenei (may his authority be prolonged).

The most important fundamental questions addressed in this article are as
follows:

1. What is the concept of social monotheism in the Qur’anic and exegetical
thought of Imam Khamenei?

2. What is meant by the components of social monotheism in the Qur’anic
and exegetical thought of Imam Khamenei?

3. What are the Qur’anic components of social monotheism from the
perspective of Imam Khamenei?
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Research Methodology

This research was conducted with the aim of clarifying the concept of
social monotheism and its Qur’anic components in the pure Qur’anic and
exegetical thought of Imam Khamenei. It seeks to answer the aforementioned
questions by employing a descriptive—analytical method and relying on the
technique of library-based research.

Conclusion and Findings

The exegetical perspective of Imam Khamenei gives attention to the social
form of belief in divine oneness, in addition to mere mental and individual
belief, and holds that lordship monotheism (ftawhid al-rubiibiyyah) and
servitude monotheism (tawhid al- ‘ubiidiyyah) are the two fundamental
components of social monotheism. Other components—such as
purposiveness of creation, responsibility toward the realm of existence and
human society, acceptance of God’s absolute sovereignty in all dimensions of
individual and social life, directing actions and emotions toward God, and the
social formation of the remaining elements of religion—are classified under
the category of lordship monotheism.

Imam Khamenei, in his article “The Spirit of Monotheism: The Negation
of Servitude to Other than God,” which was later published in expanded
scholarly form as a book, addressed the subject of social monotheism on the
basis of the following points:

1. The reality of monotheism is the negation of servitude and obedience to
any object of worship other than God.

2. The concept of monotheism has been distorted in the explanations of
certain thinkers, and it is necessary to point out and remove this distortion.

3. The original proclamation of the slogan of monotheism was presented
by the prophets for the guidance of human beings and human societies. By
advancing the slogan of monotheism, Imam Khamenei addressed the
antagonistic relationship between the arrogant and the oppressed within
erroneous pre-Islamic systems and emphasized the importance of
disseminating monotheism within human society.

In conclusion, based on the findings of this research, monotheism in Imam
Khamenei’s Qur’anic thought, as part of social theology, possesses
epistemological and cognitive dimensions within the overall structure of
society, which are manifested through reading doctrinal monotheism via a
social methodology. The origin of its formulation and presentation lies in a
monotheistic worldview. Accordingly, it has a social nature characterized by
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a comprehensive, practical, and responsible vision that permeates all aspects
of life. Its conceptual analysis and practical status are founded on two
principles: divine lordship and the negation of servitude to other than God,
along with real and meaningful components whose social manifestations
become evident. On this basis, its meaning has two aspects: a positive aspect
(affirmation of divine lordship) and a negative aspect (negation of servitude
to other than God) in the realm of existence and governance. This means that
monotheists who adhere to social monotheism, by assuming divine
vicegerency under God’s absolute sovereignty, direct all their actions toward
God in all dimensions of individual and social life and submit to the required
divine rule. Any form of tyranny or tyrannical government arising from
monopoly, the pursuit of superiority, or non-divine theories is rejected and will
remain so, having no place whatsoever within the system of social
monotheism.
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