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Typology of the Rituals of Awaiting the Reappearance in the Islamic
Lands (from the Mongol Invasion Up Until the Safavid Era)
Abstract

Mansoor Dadashnejhad’, Ali Aghnoori?,Batool Madani Dehkharegani®, Maryam
Aleeiy*

Awaiting the reappearance has always been one of the key issues for
Muslims, especially Shiites, and the rituals of awaiting the reappearance
which represent that belief took on various forms throughout the Islamic
lands. Finding examples, contexts, the different types and influences of the
rituals from the time of the Mongol invasion up until the Safavid era was a
concern that needed to be explored to which this research essay will respond
using the analytical-descriptive method and by making reference to the
studies on the history of Shiite societies. In order to open up this matter, first,
the instances of rituals in their various types such as combat readiness,
preparation of horses and swords, minting coins, etc. were identified,
classified and examined. All the while, the most important historical contexts
of the rituals of awaiting, which is obvious in all of the instances more or
less, has been mentioned, which is the tyranny of the rulers despite the
relatively calm political environment, along with the intellectual background
of awaiting the reappearance amongst the people.
In the end, it became clear that the rituals of awaiting the reappearance had a
special place in keeping the Shiite community and its religious values, such
as Mahdawiyyaht (the belief in the coming of the promised saviour) alive,
and passing it on to the next generations.

Keywords: Awaiting, Advent, Rituals of Waiting, the Promised Mahdi
(PBUH).
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