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Abstract
This study examines the doctrinal dimensions inherent in the belief in

Imam Al-Mahdi and their role in preserving Islamic identity. The
research premise acknowledges the perpetual nature of the Islamic
message contrasted with the brief period of its proclamation by the
Prophet, which spanned twenty-three years. This period was marked
by numerous military expeditions and conflicts with polytheists,
limiting the opportunity to elaborate all aspects of the faith for future
generations, including their evolving spatiotemporal needs and
emergent societal challenges. Consequently, the necessity arose for a
successor to assume the Prophet's role in preserving, defending, and
expounding upon the teachings and rulings of Islam. This successor
would possess all the authority of the Prophet with the sole exception
of prophethood. This principle was established when the Prophet
appointed Imam Ali as his successor, as documented in the Hadith of
Al-Manzilah. Furthermore, this succession ensures the fulfillment of
the divine promise to perfect the religion and establish a just rule. The
research posits that this ultimate realization of justice will be achieved
through the Twelfth Imam, the Mahdi of this nation, who will
establish truth, vanquish falsehood, and fill the earth with equity and
justice as it had been filled with oppression and tyranny. While the
belief in the Imamah and Al-Mahdi encompasses ethical, political,
social, and educational dimensions, this paper focuses specifically on
its doctrinal aspects. It will analyze these doctrinal dimensions within
the scope of this research and subsequently elucidate their critical
effects in safeguarding Islamic identity.
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