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Abstract

Mental existence (al-wujtad al-dhihni) constitutes a foundational topic
in Islamic philosophy, interrogating the relationship between the
existence of objects in the mind and their reality in the external world.
This article undertakes an analytical-comparative study of the concept
of mental existence within the frameworks of two seminal Islamic
philosophers: Ibn Stna and Mulla Sadra. It commences by elucidating
the core principles and definitions pertaining to mental existence.
Subsequently, it delineates the respective positions of each philosopher
concerning the interpretation and substantiation of mental existence,
alongside their rebuttals of pertinent criticisms. The study culminates
in a comparative analysis of the convergences and divergences in their
epistemologies, examining the philosophical and epistemological
implications of their theories. The findings affirm that while both
thinkers endorsed the principle of mental existence, significant
distinctions emerge regarding its relationship with knowledge, its
connection to external reality, and its function within the process of
intellectual abstraction.
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