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Sir Syed Ahmad Khan ranks among the thinkers of the Subcontinent who
attempted to interpret the Holy Qur’an in the light of rational, natural, and
scientific principles. For him, human nature and the laws of nature are
manifestations of God’s sunnah—immutable and eternal. On this basis he
denied the miracles of the Prophets by treating them as “violations of the laws
of nature” and sought to bring all supra-natural events within a natural and
historical frame through rationalization and reinterpretation. In his exegesis
the term bayyinat is understood to mean “clear signs” or “evidences of the
Shari'ah,” not extraordinary miraculous occurrences. Sir Syed consistently
offered natural or physical explanations and reinterpretations for all
extraordinary events or miracles. The central point of this exegesis is that
“supernatural” matters are impossible and irrational. This paper shows that Sir
Syed’s conception of nature leads him to deny miracles and that he does not
accept them as proofs of prophethood. However, many contemporary and
later critics—especially Syed Sulaiman Nadvi and the Islamic thinker Martyr
Murtaza Mutahhari—have objected to his position, arguing that a miracle is
not necessarily a breach of causal law but can occur under an extraordinary
causal agency; they maintain that Sir Syed’s interpretive renderings are not
consistent with literary, syntactic, and Qur’anic contextual considerations.
This study therefore demonstrates that although Sir Syed’s nature-based
hermeneutic emphasizes the Qur’an’s rationalism, it ultimately culminates in
the denial of miracles and a constricted conception of revelation..
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