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Among Muslim mystics, various methods and schools have been
proposed for the journey of spiritual wayfaring (sultik) and nearness to
God (harakah ila Allah). In this context, two fundamental questions
arise: First, what path and model has God Himself presented in His
Book? Which way has He described as the closest to Himself, and what
qualities has He identified for those who traverse His path? Second,
does this Qur’anic model of suliik contain any kind of hierarchical
order or gradational sequence of stages? This research—based on
library sources and employing a descriptive-analytical method—draws
upon various Qur’anic verses that introduce the special servants of
God, and, through a detailed study, commentary, and interpretation of
the verses concerning the ‘Ibad al-Rahman (“Servants of the All-
Merciful”), reaches the following conclusions: Firstly, the stages and
stations (marahil wa manazil) proposed by Muslim mystics—whether
they number four, seven, twelve, or more—are predominantly personal
and experiential in nature, lacking explicit Qur’anic grounding. The
Holy Qur’an, particularly in Stirat al-Furgan, characterizes the seekers
of the Divine path through attributes such as: humility and modesty;
patience and forbearance in the face of the ignorant; devotion in nightly
prostration and standing; fear of the Resurrection; moderation in
spending and charity; pure monotheism; avoidance of shedding
innocent blood; chastity and purity from sexual immorality; distancing
from sinful gatherings; dignified disregard for vain speech and deeds;
taking heed from Divine signs; eagerness and responsibility in guiding
others; and perseverance in obedience, adversity, and resistance against
sin. Secondly, among these qualities there exists no logical or
hierarchical order; rather, once the salik (wayfarer) attains faith and
enters upon the path of spiritual journeying, they are obligated to
embody all these virtues simultaneously and at the same moral level.
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