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Verse 55 of Siirat al-Ma’idah is also known as Ayat al-Wilayah .According to
the exegetes and theologians of the Imami (Shi‘T) school, this verse is among
the clearest proofs of the immediate Imamate of Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon
him). On the other hand, Sunni exegetes have presented various
interpretations of this verse by citing different contexts of revelation (sha'n al-
nuzil). This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, is divided into
two stages: internal (textual) analysis, which examines the wording, structure,
and contextual relations of the verse; and External (extra-textual) analysis,
which investigates the circumstances of revelation, historical background,
narrations, and exegetical opinions. The primary objective of this research is
to uncover the true meaning of the verse and to clarify its relationship with the
doctrine of Imamate on scholarly grounds. The study concludes that the
incident of Imam Alf (peace be upon him) giving his ring in charity and the
revelation of the Ayat al-Wilayah occurred in the final year of the Prophet’s
(peace be upon him and his family) life, after Imam ‘Ali’s return from
Yemen, on the evening of the Day of ‘Arafah during the Farewell Pilgrimage
(Hijjat al-Wada‘) in the Sacred Mosque (Masjid al-Haram). Imam ‘Alf gave
the ring within the mosque itself. The most significant conclusion derived
from this finding is that the root meaning of wall in this verse refers
specifically to “guardianship” and “leadership.” Based on this, the phrase “ma
unzila ilayk” (“that which has been revealed to you”) in verse 67 of the same
chapter refers precisely to the issue of Imam ‘Ali’s succession — the very
matter the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) was commanded to
proclaim at Ghadir Khumm. The verse of Wilayah, therefore, was revealed
shortly before the verse of Proclamation (Ayat al-Tabligh), on the evening of
‘Arafah in the Sacred Mosque.
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