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Redesigning an Explanatory Model of Revolution Based on
Islamic Foundations in Contrast to Huntington’s Structural
Theory of Uneven Development
Mohammad Nazir Erfani’
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Abstract

Samuel Huntington’s theory of “uneven development” is based on
the premise that revolutions occur in societies where economic and social
modernization are not accompanied by political modernization and
development.The findings indicate that Huntington’s theory explains
only a limited aspect of the reality of revolutions, and particularly with
regard to religious and cultural revolutions, it suffers from a fundamental
deficiency due to its dominant economic—political perspective and its
neglect of value-based, faith-based, and theistic elements. According to
Islamic foundations, the human being is a free, purposeful agent
endowed with a divine nature and capable of bringing about social
transformation, whereas in Huntington’s theory, the human being is
“dissolved” within social structures and human action is viewed merely
as a function of environmental and economic pressures.In addition,
Huntington completely overlooks the role of religious leadership,
cultural-ideological networks, mosques, religious authority, and
monotheistic ideals in the formation of revolutions. Comparative analysis
shows that the Islamic Revolution conforms neither to the Eastern nor the
Western models of revolution, for it neither began at the periphery nor
resulted from the gradual collapse of political institutions; rather, it
emerged as a cultural-faith-based movement led by divine leadership and
marked by the mass participation of millions from the heart of society.
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